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SPAIN 


No. 1. 


George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received Feb. 12.) 


My Lorp, Madrid, February 2, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, Copies of a Corres- 
pondence with the Spanish Minister, respecting a Slave-ship, supposed to be 
fitting out at Cadiz. The Vessel in question sailed from that Port on the 
Night of the 31st of December, having cleared out for St. Thomas. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BOSANQUET. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. 
§e. §c. &e. 


‘ First Enclosure in No. 1. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Chevalier de Salmon. 


Madrid, December 14, 1828. 
THE Undersigned has the honour to acquaint His Excellency The 


Chevalier de Salmon, that there is at present at Cadiz, a large Vessel, named 
the “ £lena,” which arrived there from Corunna on the 23d September 
last, and which it is strongly suspected is destined to be employed in the 
Slave-trade. She is stated to be fitted up in the same manner that Vessels 
are which are engaged in that traffick, and will shortly be ready for Sea. 
a The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BOSANQUET. 


His Excellency The Chevalier de Salmon, 


&e. Se. Sc. 





Second Enclosure in No. 1. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Chevalier de Salmon. 


Madrid, December 15, 1828. 


THE Undersigned, with reference to his Letter of the 14th Instant, 
stating that a Slave-ship was suspected to be fitting out at Cadiz for the 
1 





2 SPAIN, 


Coast of Africa, has the honour to acquaint His Excellency The Chevalier 
de Salmon, that the name ot the Vessel has been changed, She is now 
called “ La Paz” and not “ La Elena,” and it is supposed to be the inten- 
tion of her Commander to proceed, in the first instance, to the Island of St. 
Thomas, in order to complete her outfit. 

- The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed ) GEO. BOSANQUET. 

His Excellency The Chevalier de Salmon, | 

&c. Ge. &c. 


| Third Enclosure in No. 1. (Translation.) 
The Chevalier de Salmon to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


SIR, Palace, December 17, 1828. 


UNDER this same date, I transmit, by Order of The King, my August 
Master, to the Secretary of the Department of Marine, a Copy of the Note, 
which, on the 14th of this current Month, you were pleased to address to 
me, concerning the motives which induce you to suspect that the Ship 
« Elena,” is fitting out at Cadiz, with the intention of being employed in the 
abolished Slave-trade. : 

T shall lose no time in communicating to you the result of the enquiries 
which may be instituted, and, if your suspicions should be justly founded, I 
shall transmit to you the determination of His Majesty. 

In the mean while I reiterate to you, Sir, &e. 


| (Signed) MANUEL GONZALEZ SALMON. 
The English Chargé d'Affaires. 


No. 2. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received March 10.) 


My Lorp, Madrid, February 9, 1829. 
WITH reference to my Despatch, dated February 2, I have the honour to 


enclose the Translation of a Note from the Spanish Minister, in answer to my 
application respecting a Vessel named the “ Elena” or “ La Paz,” which 
was suspected to be fitting out at Cadiz for the Coast of Africa. 

Notwithstanding the assertions to the contrary, I am assured there is little 
doubt that this Vessel is gone for a Cargo of Slaves, and it may be desirable, 
therefore, that His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana should be made 
acquainted with the circumstances, in order that they may watch her arrival 
in that Port. | 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE BOSANQUET. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Ge. 


Se. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 2. (Translation.} 


The Chevalier de Salmon to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Sir, | Madrid, February 8, 1829. 


AS soon as I received your Note of the 24th December last, in which you 
mentioned the suspicions that were entertained, that the Vessel “ /ena” or 
* La Paz” was getting ready at Cadiz, in order to sail for the Coast of Africa 

















SPAIN. 3 LAS 


to procure Negroes, I forwarded a Translation of it, as I had then the honour 
of informing you, to the Secretary for the Marine Department, requiring 
him, by order of The King, my Master, to proceed immediately to the exa- 
mination of the fact, and, if your suspicions should prove well founded, to act 
in conformity tothe Treaty of 1817. 

his Minister has, in consequence, replied to me, and bas transmitted an 
account of the measures taken by the Marine Authorities in that Port. From 
these it appears that the ° Elena’ or “ La Paz” isa Vessel armed “ en 
corso y mercancia,’ with the corresponding Royal Permission; that it has 
given security not to make an improper use of the same, and not to engage in 
the Slave-trade, according to the Regulations. Notwithstanding all this, and 
that the Vessel is small, and cannot excite the least apprehension, it was de- 
tained for several days; and not until after repeatedly explaining to the Captain 
the danger he would incur, and carefully examining his Papers, and after 
having heard the opinion of the Auditor of Marine, was the ‘* Elena” at 
length permitted to undertake its Voyage. 

I make you acquainted with this, in answer to yout above-mentioned Note, 
and avail myself, &c. ; 
(Signed) MANUEL GONZALEZ SALMON. 
The English Chargé d'Affaires. 








No. 3. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 10.) 


My Lorp, Madrid, February 9, 1829+ 


I HAVE much satisfaction in being at length enabled to transmit to your 
Lordship, the evidence of something like an intention, on the part of the Govern- 
ment of His Catholick Majesty, to take effectual measures for putting an end 
to the disgraceful traffick in Slaves, which has been so long carried on with 
impunity in Cuba. Your Lordship will perceive, by the Enclosure in Mr. 
Salmon’s Note to me, that the conduct of the Auditor de Guerra, mm the Case 
of the “ Tres Manuelas,” has been disapproved, and that the Captain- 
General has received Instructions to furnish his Government with such detailed 
information respecting the trade with Africa, which the Slavers pretend to 
carry on as a cloak to their real proceedings, as may enable them to judge 
what further measures of repression it may be possible or advisable to reco- 
mend to their Sovereign. ; 

F have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE BOSANQUET, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. | 
RE Sc. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 3. (Translation.) 


The Chevalier de Salmon to George Bosanquet, Esy. 


| SIR, Madrid, February 1, 1829. 
I DULY received the Note which, under date the 24th September last, you 


did me the honour of addressing to me, and in which, with reference to a former 
one of December 5, 1827, and subsequent Communications, you mentioned 
the conduct at the Havana of the Vessel “ Tres Manuels, and the strong 
suspicions which were entertained of her constant employment in the Slave- 
trade, requesting, on these grounds, that more energetick measures should be 
adopted, better calculated to repress so disgraceful a trathck, and one so ex- 
pressly prohibited by Treaties ; at the same time recapitulating the accidental 
circumstances, mentioned in your Note of the 5th December, above alluded to, 
which had afforded to the British Commissioners the means of discovering the 
real object of the repeated Voyages of this Vessel to the Coast of Africa, - 
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I cannot give you a more satisfactory proof ot the rectitude of The King, my 
Royal Master, and of the scrupulousness with which His Majesty fulfils, as far 
as may be in his power, the Engagements contracted by Him towards His 
Allies, than what is contained in the Royal Order, of which I enclose an 
exact Copy. This Order was communicated, on the 30th June last Year, to the 
Captain-General cf Cuba, in answer to the Report which he made of the Case 
in question, and of the Correspondence which had passed between His Ex- 
cellency and the British Commissioners, on the subject of the Declaration 
made by the Shipwrecked English Sailors, who stated, that the Vessel  7res 
Manuelas,’ the Captain of which saved them, had arrived laden with Slaves. 

I will merely add, for your better information, that, under this same date, the 
above-mentioned Royal Order is again forwarded to the Captain-General, de- 
siring him anew to forward, as expeditiously as possible, the information which 
was then required of him. 

I renew to you, &c. 


(Signed) MANUEL GONZALEZ SALMON. 
iis Britannick Maesty's Chargé d'Affaires. 


Sub-Enclosure in No. 3. (Translation.) 
Royal Order to the Captain- General of Cuba. 


SIR, Madrid, June 30, 1828. 
I DULY laid before The King your Excellency’s Despatch, dated 24th 


August last, in which were reported the circumstances attending the arrival 
at the Havana of the Spanish Schooner “ 7res Manuelas,” and the Cor- 
respondence which passed between your Excellency and the British Commis- 
sioners, in consequence of their having taken the Declarations of some 
Shipwrecked English Mariners, who had heen picked up by the Captain of 
the “ Tres Manuelas,” and landed in the Island, and who reported that 
Vessel to have been engaged in the Slave-trade. Your Excellency’s Reports 
were in consequence taken into consideration, as well as the Opinion of the 
Auditor of War, which was transmitted at the same time. 

Shortly afterwards the English Chargé d’ Affaires at this Court, addressed 
me a Note, enclosing Copies of the Reports addressed by the British Com- 
missioners to their Government, and the accompanying Documents in support 
thereof, asking in the name of his Court, that an acknowledgment should be 
made to the Captain, who saved the English Mariners ; but requiring that 
means should at the same time be taken to check the Slave-trade, which he 
stated to have begun to increase in the Island, and in proof thereof, trans- 
mitted a List of 7 Ships which had been permitted to sail for the purpose 
of procuring Negroes, at the head of which appeared this very same Schooner, 
the “ Tres Manuelas,” the subject of the above Correspondence. 

His Majesty having been made acquainted with these circumstances, and 
being desirous that the Resolution to be taken in consequence, might be 
calculated to meet the object in view, ordered the Case to be referred to the 
Supreme Council of the Indies, and an extended Report has been in conse- 
quence made by them, in which the matter has been elucidated by many 
reflections. Their opinion has been ;—that the Auditor of War ought to be 
reprimanded for not having proceeded to the examination of the Enelish 
Mariners, and for not having taken such further steps as were necessary to 
ascertain the fact of the alleged conveyance and disembarkation of Negroes ;— 
that, the Government of His Britannick Majesty not wishing that the Captain 
of the 7%res Manuelas” should be punished, out of a just consideration for 
the humanity shewn by him to the Sailors in question, the proceeding be super- 
erseded, unless your Excellency be in possession of any further information, 
obtained either from the Negroes imported in the Vessel, or from any other 
Persons ;—-that your Excellency make a detailed Report of the Ships which have 
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sailed from the Ports of the Island to the Coast of Africa, since the prohibi- 
tion of the traffick, of the Cargoes which they have received there, and the 
returns which they have brought back ;—that your Excellency send also a 
Statement of the Vessels which have been taken during that period by 
Spaniards or Foreigners, of the clandestine introductions of Slaves which 
have been discovered, and of the measures adopted in consequence;—and that, 
since the expeditions to the Coast of Africa are nothing more than a pretence 
to cover the forbidden traflick in Slaves, your Excellency procure from the 
Chamber of Commerce a Statement of the articles of legitimate trade which 
they export tothat Coast, of the productions of that Country which are sold 
in the Island, or received in exchange, with such further particulars as your 
Excellency may deem expedient, in order that, being provided with this in- 
formation, the Council may advise His Majesty, as faras may be possible, 
what measures are fitting or convenient to put an end to this disgraceful 
traffick. 

And The King having entirely approved of this Opinion of the Council, I 
communicate it to your Excellency, by His Majesty’s Command, for your in- 
formation and guidance, &c. 





No. 4. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Siz, Foreign Office, March 10, 1829. 


I HEREWITH transmit to you the Copy of a Letter, and of its Enclosures, 
from the Admiralty, on the subject of a Statement made by Lieutenant Pull- 
ing, of His Majesty’s Schooner “ Skipjack,” and also the Copy of a Report 
from His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration at the Havana, dated the 


25th November last, from which it appears that one, or more, of the Crew of 


the Spanish Vessel “ ILnétrepedo,” condemned at the Havana for illegal 
Slave-trade, had, subsequently to the condemnation of that Vessel, been seen 
on board of another Spanish Vessel, bound from the Havana to St. Thomas ; 
and I have to desire that you will communicate these facts to the Spanish 
Government, and represent to them the obvious impropriety of allowing to 
Sailors, once convicted, the opportunity of again embarking on an illegal 
Voyage. 

ay, Tam, &c. 

(Signed) ABERDEEN. 

George Bosanquet, Esq. 

Se. Se. &e. 





Enclosure in No. 4. 
John Barrow, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


DEN | Admiralty Office, November 29, 1828, 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commissiouers of the Adiniralty, to 
transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Aberdeen, Copies of a Letter, 
and its Enclosure, from Vice Admiral Fleeming, relative to a practice which 
prevails at Cuba. of setting at liberty the Seamen taken in captured Slave- 
vessels; and with reference to this Letter, I also enclose an Extract of the 
Admiral’s former Letter of the 16th of September, to which he alludes. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BARROW. 

John Backhouse, Esq. ' ats Lk Es 

“ Se. . &e. &c: 











SPAIN. 
Sub-Enelosure (A.) in No, 4. 
Vice Admiral Fleeming to The Right Eon. J. W. Croker, 


(Extract.) Bermuda, September 16, 1828. 


IT would be highly desirable, both as a means of checking this aboini- 
nable traftick, and piracy also, if all the Persons captured in Slave-vessels 
were sent to Europe: the penalty for those engaged in it, by the Spanish 
Law, is, confiscation of the property, and 10 Years to the Presidios, or Gallies ; 
but it has never been inflicted in Cuba, nor can it be expected, in the present 
state of that Island; it would very probably be carried into effect in Spain, 
but whether it were or not, the difficulty these People would find in returning 
to this Country, would be so great as to deter many from attempting it, or 
engaging again im such nefarious practices. Ido not propose that Great Britain 
should be burthened with this expense; but that the Spanish Authorities in 
the Island of Cuba should be instructed by the Government of Spain, to 
send to that Country every Person who shall be delivered over to them by 
the Captors; and as the Spanish Crown receives half the value of the Vessel 
captured, it may very properly bear this charge. 

(Signed) C, E. FLEEMING. 
The Right Hon. J. IF. Croker, 
&e. Se. Se, 


Sub-Enclosure (5.) in No. 4. 





Vice ieee Fleeming to The Right Hon. J. W. Croker. : 


Sir, “ Barham,” Bermuda, October 31, 1828. 


- HEREWITH I have the honour to transmit a Copy-of a Letter from 
Lieutenant Pulling, commanding His Majesty’s Schooner ‘* Skipjack,” stat- 
ing, that 2 of her Crew had recognized one of the Seamen of the “ Lntrepedo,” 
(the Slaver captured by that Schooner) proceeding on another Slaving-voy- 
age, 2 Months after that Vessel was condemned at the Havana; and, as | am 
informed, that it is a common custom to set these Men at liberty, allowing 
them thus to return to their nefarious practices; I request to know, whether 
T may direct such Men to be taken, when, so recognized, and carried back to 
the Spanish Authorities; or if His Royal Highness would think proper to. 
cause any other steps to be taken with them, as referred to in my Letter of 
the 16th of September. 

I have addressed the Captain-General of Cuba on this subject, but have not 
yet received his Reply. CA 

The penalty attached to this Offence by the Spanish Laws, is 10 Years to 
the Gallies; and as this punishment can only be remitted by the Royal Au- 
thority in Spain, it is clear, either that these Men must be sheltered by the: 
Spanish Publick Functionaries, or escape from their confinement: in any case- 
they are very dangerous persons to be at laige in the present state of the Co-- 
lonies ; and very likely to engage in Piracies. 
L have, &c. 

(Signed) C.. E, FLEEMING«. 


The Right Hon. J. W. Croker, 
&e. Se &e. 


Sub-Enclosure (C.) in No. 4: 
Lieutenant Pulling to Vice Admiral Flecming. 


Sir,. - HM. S.« Skipjack,” Bermuda, October 22, 1828.. 


I BEG leave to acquaint you that, on the 2d Instant, on boarding the Spa- 
nish Schooner “ Constantine,” trom Havana, bound to the Island of St. 
Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, on a Slaving-voyage, 2 of my Boat’s Crew 
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recognized one of the Crew of the “ Zntrepido,” lately captured by His Ma. 
jesty’s Schooner under my command, who was, with the rest of the Crew of 
that Vessel, delivered up to the Spanish Authorities at Havana, on the 16th 
of August, 1828. * I have, &c. 

Vice Admiral the Hon. C. E. Fleeming, _ (Signed) JePULLING. 


&c. &e. &ce. 





No. 5. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. 
Sir, foreign Office, March 13, 1829. 


~T TRANSMIT to you, herewith, the Copy of a Despatch from His Ma- 
jesty’s Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, dated the 29th November 1828, 
representing the encouragement which is given. to illegal Slave-trade in that 
Quarter, by the impunity with which Officers, who have been convicted of 
Offences against the Slave Laws under the Spanish ae, are permitted to. 
return to the same nefarious traffick. J 
You will make use of the information contained in that Despatch, in sup: 
port of the Representations which you have been instructed to make to the 
Spanish Government upon this subject. 
eae | 
George Bosanquet, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN, 


SCO RUE 








No. 6. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1829.. 
YOUR Despatches of this Series, up to the 9th Ultimo, have been duly 


received. 

I have transmitted to His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, a Copy 
of your Despatch, dated the 9th of February, stating the notice which has 
heen taken by the Spanish Government, of the recent Representation of this 
Government, upon the subject of the impunity with which illegal Slave-trade 
is carried on at The Havana. 

I have also furnished the Coie with a Copy of your Despatch of 
the gth Ultimo, and other Correspondence, on the subject of the “ Elena,” or 
oS La Pas. and have directed them to forward to His Majesty’s Government 
such intelligence as they shall be able to procure respecting the motions: of 
that Vessel. 

I now transmit to you the Copy of a Despatch, dated the ist of January 
last, which I have just received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at The: 
CAN containing a Report upon the present state of the Slave-trade, con- 
nected aia the ied of Cuba. 

You will make such use of the latter as may appear to you expedient, in: 
your communications upon this subject, with the Government of His. 
Catholick Majesty. Lam, &c. 

George Bosanquet, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 


Se. eal oe, 





No. 7.. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. : 


SIR, Foreign Office, April 4; 1829. 


WITH reference to my Despatch to you of the 31st of December, 1828,, 
respecting the removal of the Mixed. Commission, under the Slavetrade res-- 
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triction Treaties, from the Colony of Sierra Leone to the Island of Fernando 
Po ;—I have to desire that you will renew to the Spanish Government, any 
Representation which you may have addressed to them on the subject of the 
proposed Arrangement, and express the desire of His Majesty s Government, 
to be favoured with an early and explicit Answer. 

To provide for the possible case of the Original (of which I have not received 
from you any acknowledgment) having by some accident miscarried, I here- 
with forward to you a Copy of the Despatch in question. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Se. &e. Sc. 


No. 8. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Chevaher de Zea Bermudez. 


Foreign- Office, April 17, 1829. 

THE Undersigned, &c., had the honour to receive from the Conde de 
Ofalia, recently charged with a Special Mission to this Court from the 
Catholick King, a Note, under date of the 8th of December 1828, in which it 
was stated, that His Catholick Majesty will concede by a Royal Cedula, 
which will be issued in due form and solemnity, the permission requested for 
the removal of the Mixed Commission, far repressing illegal Slave-trade, from 
the Colony of Sierra Leone to the Island of Fernando Po, ‘* provided the 
Government of His Britannick Majesty will put forth anauthentick Document, 
formally and explicitly acknowledging the rights of Sovereignty, and those 
of property and possession, upon the said Island of Fernando Po,” which the 
Conde de Ofalia stated to be ‘* incontrovertibly vested in Spain.” 

Shortly subsequent 1o the receipt of this Note by the Undersigned, the 
Conde de Ofatia left this Country, on his return from the Mission with which 
he had been entrusted: and Mr. Bosanquet, His Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaires 
at Madrid, was in consequence charged, so long ago as the 31st of 
December last, to state, explicitly, to theGovernmentof HisCatholick Majesty, 
that His Majesty’s Government had no hesitation in meeting the wishes of 
the Government of His Cathelick Majesty, in respect to the object in view, by 
engaying, in the most ample and unequivocal manner, that no danger will 
ever result to the rights of Spain, whatever they may be, to the Sovereignty of 
Fernando Po, from the Establishment now forming in that Island, for the 
simple and exclusive object of executing the existing Treaties for the suppres- 
sion of Slave trade. | 

It is not, the Undersigned believes, matter of new information to the 
Chevalier de Zea Bermudez, that, with the view of satisfying every possible 
doubt of the Government of His Catholick Majesty on the subject, a Statement 
was long since furnished to them of the reasons which led to the proposition 
for the Establishment in question at Fernando Po. Copies in extenso of the 
Instructions given to the British Superintendant were communicated ; aud 
His Catholick Majesty’s Government were apprized, without any reserve, of 
the steps which were from time to time taken, or in contemplation, towards 
the formation of the Establishment in question. 

His Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaires at Madrid was, however, instructed to 
recapitulate, on this recent occasion, to the Spanish Government, the prin- 
cipal facts of this proceeding, so that the whole might then be brought in one 
yiew before them, and that this already protracted discussion might be finally, 
and satisfactorily closed. 

IIe was told to remind the Spanish Government, that the first idea of the 
plan for removing the Court of Mixed Commission from Sierra Leone, 
originated in the complaints which were made of the unhealthiness of that 
Settlement, and in the urgent Representations which were forwarded, ou this 
subject, by the Courts of Madrid and Lisbon. ‘That, had an eligible Spot 
presented itself in any of the British Possessions on the Western Coast of 
Africa, it-would have been fixed upon for the proposed transfer; but that no 
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such Situation had hitherto been discovered; and that the attention of the 
British Government had been directed to Fernando Po, not only by the 
reported salubrity of the Island, as compared with other Places in the same 
Latitude, but from the circumstance of its having been abandoned by Spain, 
after an attempt at a Settlement upon the Island, made upwards of 40 
Years ago. 

Mr. Bosanquet was instructed to add, that there were, moreover, other 
important considerations which pointed out this Island as peculiarly 
calculated for the object in view; among the chief of which were its position 
near the Mouths of those Rivers flowing into the Bights of Benin and Biaira, 
where the Slave-trade is still supposed to be carried on with the greatest 
activity, and a humane desire to shorten the sufferings to which the unfortu- 


‘nate victims of this inhuman traftick are exposed on Ship-board, by establish- 


ing the Court for their adjudication as near as possible to the Place of their 
Capture. 

These combined reasons induced His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 

Colonial Department, to suggest the expediency of obtaining the concur- 
rence of Spain, in the project of removing the Mixed Commission Court to 
Fernando Po; and the steps which have been taken for its establishment 
there, were only such as were absolutely necessary to carry into effect in 
that Island, the common object of the Treaties for the suppression of the 
Slave-trade. 
- The Superintendant, who has been sent out to prepare the way for the 
Members of the Court of Mixed Commission, is directed to limit bis opera- 
tions to that object alone; and to provide for the future disposal of such of 
the captured Africans as may be liberated by the adjudication of the Court. 
He is furnished with no powers of command beyond what are absolutely 
necessary for the maintenance of good order, within the precincts of the 
Establishment which he is to form, and to preserve those who are employed 
under him from the attacks of the Natives; and he is invested with no 
authority, nor is it intended to supply him with any, which can in any 
way interfere with the rights of the Sovereign. 

To this plain statement Mr. Bosanquet was desired to add, the declaration 


of His Majesty’s Government, that Great Britain has no private object in 


view, in the proposed measure, nor any end to answer by it, in which Spain, 
as a Party to the Treaties for the abolition of the Slave-trade, ought not to 
participate; and Mr. Bosanquet was further desired to conclude this Com- 
munication to the Spanish Government, by expressing a hope, on the part 
of His Majesty, that the acquiescence of Spain in this Arrangement might 
now be formally and explicitly communicated to Great Britain, in order 
that definitive steps might be taken for the removal of the Commission. 

To this Communication no Reply has as yet been received; and the 
Undersigned has consequently the honour, in requesting that this Note 
may be considered as a formal repetition of the Declaration on the part of 
the British Government, on the subject in question, to entreat that the 
Chevalier de Zea Bermudez will urge the Government of The King, his 
Master, to hasten the announcement of their formal acquiescence in the pro- 
posed removal of the Slave Commissions to Fernando Po. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 

. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 

The Chevalier de Zea Bermudez, 
Sc. ÿe. He; 








L No. 9. 
The Chevalier de Zea Bermudez to The Earlof Aberdeen. 


(Translation.) | ap London, April 23, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pienipoteatiary of 
His Catholick Majesty, has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
3 
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Note, dated the 17th Instant, which His Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen, 
His Britannick Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
addressed to him, concerning the removal of the Mixed Commission, esta- 
blished in virtue of the Treaties for repressing the Slave-trade, on the Coasts 
of Africa, from the English Colony of Sierra Leone to the Spanish Possession 
of the Island of Fernando Po. 

The Undersigned will lose no time in sending a Copy of the above Note to 
his Court, and as soon as he receives an Answer, he will not fail immediately 
to communicate it to His Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


(Signed) FRANCO. DE ZEA BERMUDEZ. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 


Se. Se. Se. 


No. 10. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Earlof Aberdeen.—( Received April 25.) 
My Lorp, Madrid, April 13, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reeeipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patches, marked Slave-trade, of the present Year, up to the 4th Instant. 

{had duly received your Lordship’s Despatch of the 31st of December last, 
(of which a Copy has been forwarded to me,) but have hitherto delayed acknow- 
ledging it, in the hopes of being enabled to transmit, at the same time, an An- 
swer to a Note addressed by me to the Spanish Minister, on the subject of the 
proposed Arrangement respecting the Island of Fernando Po, and to which 
Note His Excellency gave me reason to expect an early Reply. 

The late indisposition of M. Salmon may possibly have delayed the trans- 
mission to me of this Reply, somewhat longer than might have been the case 
under other circumstances ; I shall nevertheless renew the subject imme- 
diately. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE BOSANQUET. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. Se. Sc. 


(Nome: 
George Bosanquet Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 14.) 
(Extract.) Madrid, April 30, 1829. 


ON the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 4th Instant, I wrote 
a Private Note to M. Salmon, reminding His Excellency of the Official Com- 
munication I had made to him, upon the subject of the removal of the Mixed 
Commission from Sierra Leone to the Island of Fernando Po, and requesting 
to know whether I might expect shortly to receive an Answer; and [ stated that 
I would, in that case, suspend the execution of the Orders conveyed to me in 
your Lordship’s Despatch, above-mentioned, for a short period. To this 
Letter I received the enclosed Answer, which partly explains the cause of the 
delay ; and I have further received a verbal assurance from M. Salmon, in an 
interview which I had with His Excellency this day, that the matter has 
already been brought before the Council, and that I shall receive a Commu- 
nication upon the subject, in the course of a very few days. 


(Signed) GEO. BOSANQUET. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Sc. &e. 


&e. 
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Enclosure in No. 11. (Translation) 
The Chevalier de Salmon to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


SIR, Madrid, April 15, 1829. 


I HAVE received your Confidential Letter of Yesterday’s date, reminding 
me of the affair of the removal of the Mixed Commission from Sierra Leone 
to the Island of Fernando Po. In answer to it, I have the honour to tell you, 
that this question has neither been forgotten, nor neglected; and that its de- 
cision has merely been delayed by my illness, and non-attendance at the 
Council of Ministers, to which it bas been referred. I will take care that a 
definitive Answer shall be given to you shortly, and renew the assurances, &c. 


(Signed) MANUEL GONZALEZ SALMON. 
His Britannick Maesty’s Chargé d'Affaires. 





eee SS 
No. 12. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1829. 


I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, 6 Copies of Papers, 
marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which have this day been pre- 
sented, by His Majesty’s Command, to both Houses of Parliament. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. 


SOMA es pe OC. 
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No. 18. 


George Bosanquet Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received July 7.) 


My Lorp, Madrid, June 22, 1829. 


ON looking over my Correspondence, I find that I have omitted to forward 
to your Lordship Copies of 2 Notes addressed by me to the Spanish Minister, 
on receipt of your Lordship’s Despatches of the 13th and 20th of March 
last;—the first calling the attention of M. Salmon to the impunity with 
which Persons convicted of having been engaged in that traflick, are allowed 
to resume their former nefarious occupations ;—the second transmitting to 
His Excellency the General Report, received from His Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners at The Havana. 

Having made a strong Representation to the Government of His Catholick 
Majesty, only ashort time betore the arrival of your Lordship’s latter Despatch, 
upon the general Subject of Slave-trading, with reference to the Case of the 
«« Esperanza,” I considered it unnecessary to bring the matter again before 
the Minister, in the shape of a complaint, and, therefore, contented myself 
with sending His Excellency the above-mentioned General Report of the Com- 
missioners, without observation ; in order that the Government might make 
such use of the information contained therein as they should deem expedient. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BOSANQUET. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
See &c. ge. 
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First Enclosure in No. 13, 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Chevalier de Salmon. 


Madrid, Aprils, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, Chargé d'Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, has re- 
ceived Instructions to call the attention of the Government of His Catholick 
Majesty, to a fact connected with the measures taken for the suppression of the 
Slave-trade, which must materially affect the success of those measures, and 
is, therefore, of considerable importance. 

This fact is the complete impunity enjoyed by Individuals who have been 
convicted of Slave-trading, and the facility which Persons so circumstanced 
possess, of engaging anew in expeditions of a similar nature. 

With respect to the Captains, Masters, and Pilots, of Slave-vessels cap- 
tured and condemned by the Mixed Commissions, established in pursuance 
of the Treaty of 1817, they are subject, by the Royal Cedula of December, 
1817, to the punishment of 10 Years’ banishment to the Phillippines, but it 
does not appear that the Provisions of that Decree have ever been enforced ; 
and it will be seen by the Translation of a Despatch from Sierra Leone, that 
the re-appearance of the same Individuals, before the Mixed Court, is a cir- 
cumstance of no uncommon occurrence. The evil, therefore, arises in this 
ease, more from the non-execution than the inefliciency of the Law, and 
might be remedied by a strict application of the penalty which it enacts. 

With respect to the common Sailors, the case 1s different—there is no pu- 
nishment for them; they areimmediately released, and there is nothing, 
therefore, to prevent their returning to their old occupation, which they usually 
do, or engage in Piracy, a crime very nearly allied to that of Slave-trading. 
Here, therefore, the Law is defective, and considering the present state of 
the Colonies, it is very desirable that some means should be devised for dis- 
posing of so many dangerous Characters. | | | 

The Correspondence herewith enclosed from the Havana, and Sierra Leone, 
will furnish evidence of the existence of the evils above mentioned, and 
contains, likewise, a suggestion as to the means of preventing them, equally 
applicable to both Classes, and to which the Undersigned begs to call M, 
Salmon’s attention. It consists in sending all these Persons to Europe, and 
in no case allowing any of them to be set at liberty in the Colonies. , | 

It will be for the Government of His Cathohck Majesty to determine 
whether it may be expedient to adopt it or not. ; 

The Undersigned is instructed to recommend this matter to the considera- 
tion of His Excellency the Chevalier de Salmon, and avails himself, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE BOSANQUET. 


Jdis Excellency The Chevalier de Salmon, 
Se. &e. Ge. 


es 





Second Enclosure in No. 13, 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Chevalier de Salmon. 


Madrid, April 21, 1839. 


THE enclosed Document, which the Undersigned, Chargé d'Affaires of His 
Britannick Majesty, has the honour to transmit to His Excellency the, Che- 
valier de Salmon, His Catholick Majesty’s Chief Secretary of State, is a 
General Report, received from the British Commissioners at the Havana, upon 
the present state of the Slave-trade, as connected with the Island of Cuba. 
It contains many important facts relating to that traflick, and may, therefore, 
be useful in assisting the investigations upon this subject, in which, accord- 
ing to the Chevalier de Salmon’s Note of February 1, 1829, the Govern- 
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ment of His Catholick Majesty are at present engaged. It is with this view 
that the Undersigned wishes to be understood as presenting it, and not as 
bringing forward a new complaint. 
He avails himself, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE BOSANQUET. 


- His Evcelleney The Chevalier de Salmon, 
&ec. &e Gi 








No. 14. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(hecewed August 13.) 


My Lorp, . Madrid, July 30, 1829. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose Copies of a Correspondence with the Spanish 
“Minister, respecting 2 Vessels, fitting out at Cadiz, which were lately 
-denounced by me as suspected of being intended to be employed in the 
-Slave-trade. The Commandant of the Marine Department having thought 
«proper to insinuate, that the Denunciations made of such Vessels, upon this 
‘and other occasions, have been made on insufficient grounds; I deemed it in- 
“cumbent upon me to disprove this assertion, by a reference to the Arrivals at the 
: Havana, which shew my suspicions to have been well founded, in one instance 
at least; and I have no doubt, notwithstanding the statement to the contrary, 
«that the Vessels, the “ Maria” and the “ Æapido,” are destined for the same 
“unlawful purposes as the “ Fama.” | 
I think it advisable that His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana 
: should be made acquainted with the supposed destination of these Vessels, in 
order that they may be traced, The Schooner “ Maria” sailed, on the 17th 
July, from Cadiz, bound for St. Thomas’, the Coast of Guinea, and the 
Havana; the other, whose name has been changed :to the “San Pedro,” is 
istilhmyPorta) | p84 _ I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BOSANQUET. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, KT — 
&e. Se. goes. 


First Enclosure in No. 14. 


George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Chevalier de Salmon. 
Madrid, June 17, 1829. 

THE Undersigned, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, has the 
-honour to acquaint His Excellency the Chevalier de Salmon, that he has 
- received information from Cadiz, which induces him to suspect that 2 Vessels, 
which arrived in that Port under American Colours, during the Months of 
- February and March last, are now fitting out there, in order to be employed 
sin the Slave-trade, and are expected to sail towards the end of the Month. 

The one is a large Schooner named “ £/ Rapido,” formerly the “ Mohawk,” 

‘mounting 16 guns, which arrived from Baltimore on the 17th February. ‘The 
other, a Schooner, named “ La Maria)” mounting 12 carronades and 1 large 
-swivel, which arrived from the Havana and Cape de Verd Islands, on the 23d 
March. Three Deserters from the Garrison of Gibraltar, and a British Seaman 
: from on board a Brig lying in the Harbour, are said to have entered on board 
-one of these Vessels, at a rate ‘of wages, which sufficiently explains the nature 
‘of the traffick for which they are destined, and it is supposed that they will 
first proceed to the Cape de Verd Islands, where it is believed the Cargoes 
‘required for the Coast of Africa have been deposited. | 

“The Undersigned trusts that the Vessels in question will be closely watched, 
and he avails himself, &c. (Signed) -GEO. BOSANQUET. 
‘IMs Excellency The Chevalier de Salmon, 
nr rere sc js 5 eng 
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Second Enclosure in No. 14. (Translation.) 
The Chevalier de Salmon to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Sir, Palace, July 21, 1820. 


THE Secretary of the Department of Marine, to whom I forwarded 
a translated Copy of the Note, in which you, under date of the 17th of last 
June, expressed to me your suspicions that the 2 Vessels, the “ Æapido 
and the “ Afaria,” were equipping-in Cadiz for the Slave-trade, has returned 
me an Answer, communicating to me the information he has received from the 
Commandant-General of the Department of Marine. 

From this it appears that the 2 Ships in question, which are the “ San 
Pedro” and the Schooner “ Maria,” belonged, in fact, to the English—Ame- 
ricans, but were purchased by Spanish Subjects, with all the requisite form- 
alities; that the present Owners intend to undertake expeditions to St. 
Thomas’, Princes’ Island, and to other neighbouring Places, with brandy 
and wines; that the object for arming them as Privateers, though Merchant- 
men, was to defend them against the Pirates who infest those Seas; that it 
is not certain, as you were informed, that the said Vessels carry on board 
either 3 Deserters from Gibraltar, or any Foreign Mariner whatever; and 
that, in short, there is no occasion for suspicions, inasmuch as, from these 
two, as well as from all other Vessels, security is demanded for the proper 
use of the Patent, and the Owners are obliged to be responsible for every 
infraction of the Treaty for the abolition of the Slave-trade, which, for the 
greater perspicuity, is expressly stated in a particular Note at the end of the 
said Document. And the Informant observes, that, of several Vessels de- 
nounced in Cadiz as being suspected of Slave-trade dealings, it is not known 
that even one was so suspected from any plausible cause. | 

I have the honour to bring this to your knowledge, Sir, by order of Th 
King, my August Master, availing myself of this opportunity, &c. 


(Signed) MANUEL GONZALEZ SALMON. 
INs Britannick Majestys Chargé d’ Affaires. 


Third Enclosure in No. 14. 
George Bosanquet, Esq. to The Chevalier de Salmon. 


Madrid, July 28, 1829. 
THE Undersigned has the honour to acknowledge the Note of His Excel- 


Jency the Chevalier de Salmon, dated the 21st Instant, acquainting him with 
the steps taken by the Marine Department at Cadiz, to ascertain the correct- 
ness of the suspicions entertained, that 2 Vessels fitting out there were des- 
tined to be employed in the Slave-trade ; and begs to thank His Excellency 
for the Communication, which affords so satisfactory a proof of the wish en- 
tertained by the Government of His Catholick Majesty to put an end to that 
detestable traffick. 

The Undersigned cannot avoid remarking, however, that the assertion 
made by the Commandant of Marine,—that in no one of the several Cases of 
Vessels, which have been denounced as fitting out for the Slave-trade at Cadiz, 
have the suspicions turned out to be well founded,—is not exactly correct; and, 
in proof thereof, he has only to refer the Chevalier de Salmon to the List of 
Arrivals at the Havana, enelosed in the General Report from the British 
Commissioners, transmitted in the Note which the Undersigned. had the 
honour of addressing to His Excellency on the 21st ef April last, in which 
will be found the name of the “ Fama of Cadiz,” alias the “ Nueva Diana,” 
(formerly the “ Fama of Honduras,”) Manuel Igartua, Master, the same 
Vessel which was denounced by the Undersigned in his Note of the 15th of 
January 1828, and which sailed from Cadiz on the 2d of March following.— 
Jt is true that the Vessel was denounced under a wrong name, and, therefore, 
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it is not surprizing that the Owners should have managed to elude the vigi- | 
lance of the Naval Authorities at Cadiz, to whom no blame can consequently | 
attach; but this fact will tend, at least, to shew the Government of His Ca- ! 
| 

| 

| 








tholick Majesty that, in the abovementioned Case at least, the suspicions 
were well founded. He avails himself, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. BOSANQUET. 
| His Excellency The Chevalier de Salmon, | 
&c. &e. &e. | | 








No. 15. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


SIR, Foreign Office, December 5, 1829. 


| 
| WITH reference to your Despatches, dated the 2d and 9th February, of | 
this Year, upon the subject of the “ Elena,” or “ La Paz,” fitted out at 
| Cadiz, as it was supposed, tor the Slave-trade ; I have to transmit to you the 
accompanying Copies of 2 Despatches from His Majesty’s Commissioners at 
the Havana, dated the 25th May, and 3d of September last, who had been 
‘directed to make enquiries upon the subject, and to report their result. 
~ You will acquaint the Spanish Government with the painful confirmation 
of the reports which had been cireulated respecting the Vessel in question ; 
and you wili express the hope of His Majesty’s Government, that due care 
will be taken, that Spanish Vessels shall not with impunity be equipped in 
the Ports of the Mother Country, for undertakings in a traffick solemnly 
prohibited by the Treaties between His Majesty and The King of Spain. i 








Tam, &c. : s 
à at (Signed) | ABERDEEN. ee 
George Bosanquet, Esq. La RSS, 
Se. ge. Sc. eats 
sy 
STE 
No. 16. = 


The Earl of Aberdeen to George Bosanquet, Esq. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, December 12, 1829. 


WITH reference to my Despatch to you, of the 5th Instant, upon the sub- 
ject of the “ Elena,” or ‘ La Paz,” a Spanish Vessel, suspected of being en- 
‘gaged in an illegal undertaking of Slave- trade; I have now to transmit to you the: 
| Copy of a further Communication from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the 

Havana, dated the 26th of October last, from which it appears that the Vessel: 

in question has been permitted to sail again for Coruna from the Havana, under 

the command of the very Person who acted as Master of her, when she sailed. 

on her last illicit Voyage from Cadiz to the Coast of Atrica. 

I have to desire, that, having reference to the Security which, as stated in 

your Despatch, dated the 9th February last, the Spanish Minister assured 
| you to have been given, that the Vessel should not make an improper use of: 
her Passport, you will urge the Spanish Government not to. permit that this 
abuse, which it appears took place on a former occasion, of the Royal Authority 
{ for her departure, shall, eventually, have been committed with impunity. 
Iam, &e. 
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(Signed)  ABERDEEN. 


George Bosanquet, Esq. 


| Se. Se. rs (He 
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No. 17. 
Lord Ponsonby to The Earl of Aberdeen —(Received January 7, 1829.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, September 22, 1828. 

I ENCLOSE a Note from the Marquis of Aracaty, in which is stated 

the desire of his Government for a prolongation of the period, at the ex- 

piration of which the Slave-trade is to be put an end to, in virtue of the 

Convention of 23d November 1826, and my Answer to His Excellency, in 

which I have not attempted to add to what had been already written upon 

the subject by Mr. Gordon, in his Reply to the Brazilian Plenipotentiaries, 

cof the 26th of November 1826. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

. an (Signed) PONSONBY. 

The Right Hon. Fhe Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Ye. &c. &c. 


First Enclosure in No. 17. (Translation) 
The Marquis of Aracaty to Lord Ponsonby. 


Bio de Janeiro, September 12, 1828. 


AT the moment, when the Convention for the abolition of the Slave- 
trade, concluded at this Court on the 23d November 1826, was signed, the 
Brazilian Plenipotentiaries addressed to the British Plenipotentiary a Note, 
in which they informed him, that the Imperial Government hoped that 
the Government of His Britannick Majesty would readily consent to enter 
into an Agreement in London, for a reasonable extension of the Term of 3 
Years, solely with a view to the closing of Commercial Enterprizes in that 
trade. The British Plenipotentiary answered, that he would bring all these 
matters under the consideration of his Government; but as no Answer has, 
.up to the present time, heen received upon this subject, from His Bri- 
_tannick Majesty’s Government, the Undersigned, &c. considers it to be 
his duty to address himself to Lord Ponsonby, &e. in order that he may 
.make known to his Government the anxious wish of his August Master, 
for the speedy conclusion of such an Agreement, which, being founded in 
Justice, is claimed by: the Brazilian Merchants, who are engaged in those 
enterprizes. The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) MARQUIS OF ARACATY, 
ed he ee Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 


§e. Se. 


Second Enclosure in No. 17. 


Lord Ponsonby to The Marquis of Aracaty. 


Rio de Janeiro, September 17, 1828. 


has the honour to acquaint His Excellency 
&c. that he will immediately communicate to 


THE Undersigned, &e. 
the Marquis of Aracaty, 
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his Government the substance of His: Bécellencyis Note, dated the 12th Il 
Instant. 
| : The Undersigned begs to refer His Excellency to the Note from Mr. | 
Gordon to the Braden Plenipotentiaries, wherein is stated the opinion - of | 
that Minister, as to the probable feeling of the British Government upon | 
the subject in question. ' ; | 
| The Undersigned, &e. | 
| 
































| (Signed) PONSONBY. 
His Excellency The Marquis of Aracaty, | : 
ee Le &e. = 
| ti 
No. 18. É s 
we 
The Viscount D’Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. rae 
It ROME EE PS 
| Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 10 Février, 1829. es vis ; 
> + | eae &: 
SAL eu l’honneur de recevoir la Note, par laquelle vous avez répliquée, en | 
date du 29 Novembre dernier, à celle que Je vous ai adressée le 17 du dit | re 
Mois, au sujet non seulement de la prorogation, que mon Gouvernement de- 5 LR 
mande, du terme fixé par la Convention du 23 Novembre 1826, pour l’aboli- | RSS 
ticn finale de la traite des Négres, mais aussi de la nullité des Jugemens rendus | i ri 
par la Commission Mixte de Sierra Leone, qui, par suite de l'Article 4™* de Lier ge 


Ja Convention précitée, est devenue incompétente pour prononcer sur le sort i 
des Bâtimens Brésiliens arrêtés par les Croiseurs Anglais pour contrevention i) 
| aux Traités, qui défendent le Commerce d’Esclaves dans les Ports dfrique, | 
| au Nord de ’PEquateur. 





Et, me bornant aujourd’hui a répondre a la premiére partie de votre Note, (reece : 
je vous dirai, Mylord, qu'au moment de la signature de la Convention du 23 ¥ 
Novembre 1826, les Plénipotentiaires Bees Lou remirent 2 Notes à celui de a te tS 
Sa Majesté Britannique, en lui déclarant par la première ‘‘ que les Stipulations Es : È 
de la susdite Convention deviendraient nulles et non avenues, si avant l’ex- fa 
piration du terme de 3 Aus, fixé pour la cessation définitive de la. traite des Sea aey CR 
Négres, le Portugal venait à défendre ce trafic dans ses Colonies d'Afrique, SAR 
_au.Sud:de J'Equateur ; ou si, dans ce même intervalle, les Bâtimens Brésiliens os 
destinés à à faire ce commerce étaient molestés par les Croiseurs d’une Nation Æ de os, 
-quelconque, par suite de Traités qu’elle aurait faits avec la Grande Bretagne ;” | PES : 
-et en lui demandant, par la seconde de ces Notes, “ des suretés en faveur de Hl eet 


tous les Batimens Bréeiliens employés bond fide dans le commerce d’Esclaves, | 
qui se trouveraient en Voyage au moment de l'expiration du terme susmen- 
-tionné,” comme il est constaté par la Copie ci-jointe. 
Ces 2 Notes ont été portées à la connaissance de Sa Majesté Britannique 
parle Plénipotentiaire respectif, et puisque le silence du Ministère du Roi 
doit être regardé comme un assentiment tacite aux 2 Déclarations des Pléni- 
potentiaires Brésiliens, L'Empereur, mon Auguste Maître, Se croit autorisé 
à demander que l'on fasse droit à la seconde déclaration de Ses Plénipoten- 
tiaires, c’est à dire, que le méme délai de 6 Mois, qui fut stipulé pour le retour | 
de tous les Bâtimens Portugais, qui avaient mis à la voile pour la Côte 
| 





d'Afrique, avant la publication de la Ratification du Traité du 22 Janvier 
| ‘1815, qui abolit la traite des Négres dans les Ports d'Afrique, au Nord de 
| PEquateur, soit accordé aux Bâtimens Brésiliens, qui auront appareillé des 
Ports du Brésil pour ceux d'Afrique, au Sud de PEquinoxiale avant le 13 
{ Mars 1830, qui est le jour convenu par l’Article 1+ de la Convention du 23 
| Novembre 1826, pour la cessation définitive du trafic en question. 
| Cette demande est si juste, que le Ministère de Sa Majesté Britannique se 
| -fera sans doute un devoir de lagréer; et dans cette espérance, je vous prie, 
| Mylord, de vouloir bien expédier les Ordres nécessaires aux Croiseurs Anglais 
| sur la Côte d'Afrique, pour mettre à l’abri de toute détention les Bâtimens 
| Brésiliens qui, ayant fait voile des Ports du Brésil pour ceux d’Afrique.au 

5 | %, 

| 
| 
| 
| 
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Sud de l'Equateur avant le 13 Mars 1830, seront rencontrés par les susdits 
Croiseurs jusqu’au 13 Septembre de la même Année. 

Par cet acte de justice, vous ajouterez, Mylord, de nouveaux titres à Ia 
haute considération avec laquelle j'ai ’honneur d’être, &c. 


(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 


Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
ce. Re; Ye. 








(Translation.) 





My Lorp, Park Crescent, February 10, 1829. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive the Note, in which you have replied, 
under date of the 29th of last November, to the one which I addressed to 
you on the 17th of that Month, not only on the subject of the prolongation 
which my Government demands of the period fixed by the Convention of the 
23d November 1826, for the final abolition of the Slave-trade, but also con- 
cerning the nullity of the Sentences passed by the Mixed Commission at 
Sierra Leone, which, in consequence of the 4th Article of the aforesaid Con- 
vention, 1s become incompetent to pronounce on the fate of the Brazilian 
Vessels detained, by the English Cruizers, for contravention of the Treaties, 
which prohibit the Slave-trade to the Ports of Africa, North of the Equator, 

Confining myself for the present to a reply to the first part of your Note, I 
have to observe to your Lordship, that, at the moment of signing the Conven- 
tion of the 23d November, 1826, the Brazilian Plenipotentiaries transmitted 2 
Notes to the Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty, declaring to him, 
by the first, “ that the Stipulations of the above-named Convention would 
become null and void, if, before the expiration of the period of 3 Years, 
fixed for the definitive cessation of the Slave-trade, Portugal should prohibit 
this trafhick in her African Colonies to the South of the Equator; or if, in 
the same interval, the Brazilian Vessels destined to carry on this trade, should 
be molested by the Cruizers of any Nation whatsoever, in consequence of 
Treaties which it might have concluded with Great Britain ;” and demanding 
of him, by the second of these Notes, ‘ securities in favour of all the Brazilian 
Vessels employed, bond fide, in the Slave-trade, which should be on their 
Voyage at the moment of the expiration of the above-mentioned period,” as is 
proved by the Copy thereof hereunto annexed. 

These 2 Notes were communicated to His Britannick Majesty by the res- 
pective Plenipotentiary, and as the silence of The King’s Ministry ought to be 
considered as a tacit assent to the 2 Declarations of the Brazilian Pleni- 
potentiaries, The Emperor, my August Master, thinks Himself authorized 
to demand that effect be given to the second Declaration of His Pleni- 
potentiaries, that is to say, that the same delay of 6 Months, which was 
stipulated for the return of all the Portuguese Vessels which had set sail for 
the Coast of Africa before the publication of the Ratification of the Treaty 
of the 22d of January, 1815, which abolished the Slave-trade in the Ports 
of Africa, North of the Equator, be granted in favour of the Brazilian 
Vessels, which shall have set sail from Brazil for African Ports, South of the 
Equator, before the 13th March 1830, the day fixed, by the 1st Article of 4 
the Convention of the 23d November, 1826, for the definitive cessation of 
the trade in question. 

This demand is so just, thatthe Ministry of His Britannick Majesty will, 
undoubtedly, consider it a duty to accede to it; and, in that hope, I 
request you, my Lord, to be pleased to issue the necessary Orders to the 
English Cruizers on the Coast of Africa, not to detain the Brazilian 
Vessels, which, having sailed from the Ports of Brazil, fer those of Africa, 
to the South of the Equator, before the 13th March, 1830, may be fallen in 
with by the said Cruizers, until the 15th September, of that Year. 

By this act of justiee, you will add, my Lord, new claims to the high 
consideration with which I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 
ils Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
&e. Sec. &e. 
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Enclosure in No. 18. 
The Brazilian Plenipotentiaries to The British Plenipotentiary. 


Rio de Janeiro, November 23, 1826. 


THE Undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of His Imperial Majesty, having ne- 
gociated, and, under date of this day, signed the Treaty relative to the abolition 
ot the Slave-trade, after the lapse of 3 Years, to be computed from the date of 
the exchange of the Ratifications of that Treaty, cannot forbear inviting the at- 
tention of Mr. Robert Gordon, the British Plenipotentiary, to the weighty and 
pertinent observations which they made on this subject, in the late Confer- 
ences, when they also stated that, as, at the expiration of that term, there might 
still happen to be depending many Commercial Enterprizes, commenced 
within the prescribed period, both justice and equity rendered it necessary 
to pay attention to, and to use endeavours for, placing in security such Enter- 
prizes, entered into in good faith, and with respect to an object on which the 
Subjects of His Imperial Majesty attach so much importance, in as much as 
it is designed to extinguish the resources which they deem indispensable for 
the improvement of agriculture, the principal branch of industry from 
which the People of this Country derive profit. 

In reference to these, and other considerations, which a practical knowledge 
of the Country cannot fail to suggest to your Excellency, the Undersigned 
flatter themselves that your Excellency will return to this Note a satis- 
factory Reply, enabling them to entertain well grounded hopes that the Go- 
vernment of His Britannick Majesty will be disposed willingly to enter, in 
London, into some arrangement, posterior to that Treaty, for a reasonable ex- 
tension of the stipulated term alluded to, with the sole view of completing the 
Enterprizes undertaken, relative to the said traffick. 


The Undersigned repeats on this occasion, &c. 


(Signed) MARQUEZ DE INHAMBUPE. | 
MARQUEZ DE SANTO AMARO. 


His Excellency Mr. Gordon, 
Sc. &c. Se. 


LE OR PAU NE 
No. 19. 
The Viscount @ Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 11 Février, 1829. 


DEVANT repondre aujourd’hui à la seconde partie de votre Note du 29 No- 
vembre dernier, concernant les Jugemens qui, postérieurement à la Signature 
de la Convention faite entre le Brésil et la Grande Bretagne, le 23 Novembre 
1826, ont été rendus, par la Commission incomplette qui existait alors à Sierra 
Leone, et avait été établie en vertu de la Convention conclue entre le Por- 
tugal et la Grande Bretagne le 28 Juillet 1817, je ne vous dissimulerai pas, 
Mylord, l'extrême surprise que m’a causé sa lecture, en voyant, que pour 
soutenir, ce qui est insoutenable, la validité des Jugemens en question, vous 
avancez qu’en faisant la Convention du 23 Novembre 1826, les Hautes 
Parties Contractantes, savoir, Leurs Majestés Brésilienne et Britannique, ont 
eu l'intention de conserver dans l’exercice de sa jurisdiction la Commission 
Mixte incomplette de Sierra Leone, Jusqu'au moment où la Commission 
Mixte Brésilienne et Britannique serait instituée à Frectown. 

Pour combattre victorieusement cette assertion, Mylord, il me suffit de 
citer l'Article 4% de la susdite Convention, en transcrivant ici ses propres 
termes ‘ For the execution of the purposes of this Convention, the High Con- 
tracting Parties further agree to appoint forthwith Mixed Commissions, after 
the form of those already established on the part of His Britannick Majesty 
and The King of Portugal, under the Convention of 28th July 1817,” et 
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(Translation.) 











































































































20 BRAZIL. 


puisque par cet Article, les Hautes Parties Contractantes se sont engagées à 
établir dès lors des Commissions Mixtes à l’instar de celles qui avaient été 
formées en vertu de la Convention du 28 Juillet 1817, il est clair que les 
Commissions Portugaise et Britannique instituées par suite de cette Conven- 
tion ont été, dès ce moment, regardées comme abolies. 

De plus, l’Acte du Parlement, en date du 2 Juillet 1827, qui ordonna la mise 
en exécution de la Convention du 23 Novembre 1826, porte la disposition sui- 
vante, “that, from and after the passing of this Act, it shall not be lawful tor 
any Person to commence, prosecute, or proceed in any claim, action, or suit 
whatever, in the High Court of Admiralty, or in any other Court, or before any 
Judges or Persons whatsoever, other than the several Mixed Courts of Justice 
appointed under, and by virtue of the said Convention, between His Majesty 
and His Majesty The Emperor of Brazil,” &c. et si les Commissions Mixtes 
qui seraient établies en vertu de la Convention du 23 Novembre 1826, sont 
les seules investies de jurisdiction par cet Acte, il est certain que toute autre 
Cour de Justice, et nommément la Commission instituée à Sierra Leone, par 
suite de la Convention faite entre le Portugal et la Grande Bretagne le 28 
Juillet 1817, est devenue incompétente pour juger les Batimens Brésiliens 
capturés par les Croiseurs Anglais pour infraction de la Convention du 23 
Novembre 1826, 4 

Or, comme c'est un axiome en dreit, que tout Jugement rendu par une 
Autorité incompétente est nul et invalide, le Ministère de Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique ne peut pas se refuser à reconnaitre la nullité de toutes les procédures 
qui ont été instruites, et de toutes les Sentences qui ont été prononcées par la 
Commission incompétente de Sierra Leone, depuis le 23 Novembre 1826, 
jusqu’au moment où les Commissaires, nommés par L'Empereur, mon Maitre, 
et par Sa Majesté Britannique, en conformité de la Convention du 25 Novem- 
bre 1826, se seront réunis à Freetown. 

Cette reconnaissance est ua acte de justice que mon Gouvernement réclamé, 
et que le Ministère de Sa Majesté Britannique se fera sans doute un devoir 
de pratiquer. Veuillez donc, Mylord, faire droit à cette Juste demande et 
agréer les assurances, &c. 
(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, | 

Se. Sc. Se. 





(Translation.) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, February 11, 1829. 

AS it is now my duty to reply to the second part of your: Note of the 
29th of November last, concerning the Sentences passed posterior to the 
signature of the Convention between Brazil and Great Britain, of the 
23d of November 1826, by the incomplete Commission at that time existing 
-at Sierra Leone, and which had been established by virtue of the Convention 
-concluded between Portugal and Great Britain, on the 28th of July 1817; 
will not conceal from you, my Lord, the extreme surprize which I experienced 
-from its perusal, seeing that, in order to support (that which is not tenable), 
the validity of the Sentences in question, you assert that, m concluding the 
Convention of the 23d November (820, the High Contracting Parties, VIZ. 
Their Brazilian and Britannick Majesties, intended to retain, ‘in the exercise 
of its jurisdiction, the incomplete Mixed Commission of Sierra Leone, until 
the time when the Brazilian and British Mixed Commission should’ be 
established at Free Town. 

In order successfully to combat that-assertion, my Lord. it will be sufficient 
for me to quote the 4th Article of the above-mentioned Convention, which 
is couched in the following terms :—‘ For the execution of the purposes of 
this Convention, the High Contracting Parties further agree to appoint 
forthwith, Mixed Commissions, after the form of those already established 
on the part of His Britannick Majesty and The King of Portugal, under the 
Convention of the 28th of July 1817,” and as, by that Article, the High 
Contracting Parties engaged to appoint forthwith Mixed Commissions, 
‘after the form of those already established under the Convention of the 25th 
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| of July 1817, it is evident that the Portuguese and British Commissions, 
| instituted in consequence of that Convention, were, therefore, from that mo- 
| ment, considered to be abolished. 
Moreover, the Act of Parliament, dated 2d July 1827, which directs the 
| carrying into execution of the Convention of the 23d November 1826, has the 
| following enactment:— That from and after the passing of this Act, it shall 
| not be lawful for any Person to commence, prosecute, or proceed in any claim, 
| action, er suit whatever, in the High Court of Admiralty, or in any other Court, 
| or before any Judges or Persons whatsoever, other than the several Mixed 
: Courts of Justice appointed under and by virtue of the said Convention, between 
His Majesty and His Majesty The Emperor of Brazil,” &c., and if the Mixed 
| Commissions, which are to be established by virtue of the Convention of the 
23d of November 1826, are the only ones invested with jurisdiction by that Act, 
it is certain, that every other Court of Justice, and particularly the Commission 
established at Sierra Leone, in consequence of the Convention made between 
Portugal and Great Britain, on the 28th of July 1817, became incompetent to 
adjudicate Brazilian Vessels captured by English Cruizers, for intractions of 
the Convention of the 23d of November 1826. 
And, as it is an axiom in Law, that every Act of an incompetent 

Authority is null and void, the Ministry of His Britannick Majesty cannot 
refuse to recognize the nullity of all the Proceedings which have been insti- 
tuted, and of all the Sentences pronounced, by the incompetent Commission 
at Sierra Leone, subsequently to the 23d of November 1826, and up to the 
moment when the Commissioners nominated by The Emperor, my Master, 

| and by His Britannick Majesty, in conformity with the Convention of the 

23d of November 1826, shall have assembled at Freetown. 

| This acknowledgment is an act of justice which my Government claims, 
and which the Ministry of His Britannick Majesty will no doubt consider 
it a duty to grant. Be pleased therefore, my Lord, to comply with this just 
demand, and accept the assurances, &c. 


(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 
His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
&c. &c. Se. 











No. 20. 
The Viscount d’ Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


| My orp, Park Crescent, ce 16 Février, 1829. 


PAR VArticle 3™° de la Convention du 23 Novembre 1826, Les Hautes 
Parties Contractantes se sont engagées à confirmer et ratifier tout ce qu’aurait 
été fait, jusqu’à l’époque de la Signature de cette Convention, par Leurs Sujets 
respectifs, en conformité du Traité du 22 Janvier 1815, ainsi que de la Con- 
vention du 28 Juillet 1817, et en exécution de ces Actes. 

Mais comme, pour que Sa Majesté L'Empereur du Brésil, puisse de Son coté 
approuver ce qui fût fait à Sierra Leone depuis l'Année 1822, où le Brésil s’est 
séparé du Portugal, jusqu'au 23 Novembre 1826, par les Commissaires 
Britanniques, sans le concours d'aucun Commissaire, soit Portugais, soit 
Brésilien, il faut que Sa dite Majesté Impériale en ait entière connaissance; j'ai 
l'honneur de m'adresser à votre Excellence pour la prier de vouloir bien 
expédier les Ordres nécéssaires aux Commissaires du Roi à Freetown, pour 
que celui de L'Empereur puisse examiner et compulser tous les dossiers des 
Procédures qui y ont été instruites contre des Bâtimens Brésiliens, à partir 
de l'Année 1822, jusqu’au 23 Novembre 1826. 


,. Veuillez agréer, Mylord, les assurances, &c. 





de vi (Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, — | 
&e. cr ete 
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(Translation.) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, February 16, 1829. 


BY the 3d Article of the Convention of the 23d November, 1826, the 
High Contracting Parties engaged to confirm and ratify whatever should 
have been done, up to the time of signing that Convention, by their respec- 
tive Subjects, in conformity with the Treaty of the 22d January, 1815, and 
with the Convention of the 28th July, 1817, towards the execution of those 
Acts. 

Butas His Majesty The Emperor of Brazil, in order to be enabled to approve 
on His part what has been transacted at Sierra Leone, from the Year 1822, 
when Brazil separated from Portugal, up to the 23d of November, 1826, by 
the British Commissioners, without the concurrence of any Portuguese or 
Brazilian Commissioner, ought to be completely informed thereof, I have the 
honour of addressing your Excellency, to request that you would be pleased 
to forward the necessary Orders to The King’s Commissioners at Freetown, 
with the view of enabling The Emperor’s Commissioner to be informed of, and 
to examine, all the Proceedings which have been instituted there against 
Brazilian Vessels, from the Year 1822, to November 23, 1826. ; 

Accept, My Lord, the assurances, &c. 
(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D’ITABAYANA. 


His Excelleney The Earl of Aberdeen. 
Se. &e. Xe. 





No, 21, 


The Viseount d'Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 16 Février, 1829. 


LE Vice-Consul du Brésil à Sierra Leone, vient de m’informer, que les 
Croiseurs Anglais sur la Côte d’Afrique continuent à violer l’Article 6me. de la 
Convention du 28 Juillet 1817, ainsi que le 1+- des Instructions Additionnelles 
‘ qui défendent de la maniere la plus positive la Capture de tout Bâtiment 
Nègrier Brésilien qui n'aurait point effectivement des Esclaves à son bord.” 

Et puisque ces actes des Croiseurs Britanniques sont une manifeste violation 
des Articles précités, et qu'ils portent un grave préjudice aux Sujets de Sa 
Majesté Impériale, qui font, et ont le droit de faire, tout commerce autre que 
celui des Esclaves avec Jes Ports d'Afrique au Nord de ’Equateur, il est de 
mon devoir de demander la prompte répression d'un abus si préjudiciable au 
commerce licite que fait le Brésil avec les susdits Ports d'Afrique; et à cet 
effet je vous prie, Mylord, de vouloir bien expédier aux Croiseurs de Sa 
Majesté Britannique les Ordres que j'ai sollicités par ma précédente Note en 
date du 24 Novembre dernier, à laquelle vous ne m'avez pas encore fait 
l'honneur de répondre. 

La justice de cette pressante demande m'en garantit le succès ; et dans cette 
persuasion je vous prie d’agréer les assurances, &c. 

(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 


ce Se. Ye. 








————— = ee 


(Translation) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, Februaru 16, 1829. 


THE Brazilian Vice-Consul at Sierra Leone, bas informed me, that the 


English Cruizers on the Coast of Africa continue to violate the 6th Article 
of the Convention of the 28th July, 1517, as well as the 1st of the Addi- 
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tional Instructions, which, in the most positive terms, prohibit the Capture of 
any Brazilian Slave-vessel not having Slaves actually on board. 

These acts of the British Cruizers, being a manifest violation of the above- 
mentioued Articles, and inflicting signal injury upon the Subjects of His 
Imperial Majesty, who carry on, and are justified in carrying on, any other 
trathck but that in Slaves, with the Ports of Africa, North of the Equator, 
it is my duty to demand the speedy repression of an abuse so prejudicial to 
the licit commerce of Brazil, with the above African Ports. Accordingly I 
request, my Lord, that you will have the goodness to issue to His Britannick 
Majesty’s Cruizers the Orders which I applied for in my preceding Note of 
the 24th November last, to which you have not yet done me the honour to 
reply. ; 

The justice of this urgent demand ensures to me its success; in which 
persuasion I beg you to accept the renewed assurances, &c. 


(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 
His Eacellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
&e. &e. &e. 








No. 22. 
The Viscount d'Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 16 Février, 1829. 


LE 3 Mars, 1828, j'ai eu l'honneur d’adresser plusieurs Notes au Ministère 
de Sa Majesté Britannique au sujet de différens Navires Brésiliens, qui ont 
été indûment capturés par les Croiseurs de Sa dite Majesté sur la Côte 
d'Afrique, et dont les Propriétaires reclament les indemnités, qui leur sont 
dies d’après l’Article 5% de la Convention du 28 Juillet, 1817, ainsi que 
le sme du Réglement Additionnel. Et comme dans l’espace de 11 Mois, qui se 
sont écoulés, on a fait réponse uniquement à 2 de ces Notes, et que l’ar- 
rangement final de ces importantes et justes Réclamations ne peut être plus 
retardé qu’au grand détriment des Parties intéressées, Jai l'honneur de vous 
prier, Mylord de vouloir bien répondre au reste de ces Notes, et me mettre 
par là en mesure de donner suite à une affaire, qui mérite toute la solicitude- 
de L'Empereur, mon Auguste Maitre. ; 
© Dans cette attente, je vous prieen outre, Mylord, d’agréer, &c. 

(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
| Se. D &c. 


(Translation.) 


My Lorp, 


ON the 3d March 1828, I had the honour to address several Notes to the: 
Ministry of His Britannick Majesty, on the subject of various Brazilian. 
Vessels, improperly captured by the Cruizers of His said Majesty on the Coast 
of Africa, and whose Owners claim the Indemnifications due to them, under 
the 5th Article of the Convention of the 28th July 1817, and the 8th of the 
Additional Regulation. As, however, during the 11 Months which have 
elapsed, only 2 of these Notes have been answered, and as the final arrange- 
ment of these important and just Claims cannot any longer be delayed, without 
vreat injury to the Parties interested ; I do myself the honour, my Lord, to: 
request that you will be pleased to reply to the remainder of those Notes, 
in order thereby to enable me to bring to a conclusion a matter which merits. 
ali the solicitude of The Emperor, my August Master. 

In this hope I also beg, my Lord, that you will accept, &c. | 
(Signed) THE VISCOUNT DITABAYANA,. 


Park Crescent, February 16, 1829. 


His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen. 
& € CARE St. Se. 
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No. 23, 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, February 27, 1829. 
I TRANSMIT, herewith, to your Lordship, the Copy ofa Communication 


which has been made to this Department by the Colonial Office, from which 
it appears that Brazilian Vessels, which have been condemned at Sierra Leone 
for illegal Slave-trade, have been purchased for the purpose of being again 
employed under the Flag of Brazil, in the same forbidden traffick ; and there 
are grounds for apprehending that British Subjects have been concerned, 
either as Principals, or Agents, in these transactions. 

The Correspondence now sent to your Lordship contains the names of 
several of the Parties, upon whom suspicion in this respect has fallen, and of the 
Vessels, of which those Parties have been the Purchasers, together with other 
data, calculated to direct and facilitate your enquiries. Referring your Lord- 
ship, therefore, to the information which these Papers furnish, I have to 
request, that you will use all the means in your power for ascertaining the 
truth of the suspected connections of those Parties, or of any other British 
Subjects, with the criminal proceedings in question, and that your Lordship 
will transmit to me a full report of every particular which may come to your 
knowledge, having a bearing upon this subject ; accompanied with the best 
authenticated proofs, which it may be in your power to obtain, of any fact 
which may be of use in bringing the Offenders to justice. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, (Signed) ABERDEEN, 


&e. &c. &e. 





Enclosure (A.) in No. 23. 


R. W. Hay, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


Sir, Downing-Street, February 13, 1829. 


I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Murray to transmit to you, Copies 
of a Despatch, and its Enclosures, which have been received from the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Sierra Leone, together with Copies of a Letter, and its 
Enclosures, which have been received from the Admiralty, and from which it 
appears that many of the Slave-vessels, which are captured and sent to that 
Colony for condemnation, are purchased for the purpose of being sent back 
to the Brazils, to be again employed in the Slave-trade; and I am to desire 
that you will move the Earl of Aberdeen, to instruct the British Minister at 
the Brazils, to take all the means within his power for discovering the names 
of those British Subjects, who are supposed to have been concerned in the 
criminal transaction reported by the Licutenant-Governor of Sierra Leone, 
and by Commodore Collier. lam, &c. 


John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) RAP, 
SE TSE an 





Enclosure (B.) in No. 23. 
The Lieutenant-Governor of Sierra Leone to R. W. Hay, Esq. 


SIR, Government- House, Sierra Leone, December 3, 1828. 


MY attention having been directed by Commodore Collier, commanding 
the Squadron on this Coast, to the circumstance of a Schooner, captured by 
him in April last, and sold here in June to Mr. Savage, a British Subject, 
having sailed from Ajuda, in October, with upwards of 300 Slaves on board ; 
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‘I desired The King’s Advocate to enquire minutely into it, and finding that 
there is not sufficient proof here to support any legal proceedings, I conceive 

~itmy duty to submit Copies of the Documents connected with it through you, 
for the information of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, in order, 
should he think it necessary, that information may be obtained from the 
British Ambassador in the Brazils, whether Mr. Savage was in any way con- 
nected in the Proprietorship of this Vessel, at the period of her being so ille- 
gally employed. She cleared out from this on the 12th ot July last, under 
the name of the‘ Hope,” John Jones, Master, for the Brazils, without speel- 
fying any Port. 





| I have, &c. ; 
R.W. Hay, Esq. (Signed) H. J. RICKETTS. 
ae GO Ga Oe. : 





Enclosure (C.) in No. 23. 
Commodore Collier to the Lieutenant-Governor of Sierra Leone. 


Se H M.S.“ Sybille,” Sierra Leone, Nov. 29, 1828. 


_ I BEG to inform you, that Mathias Baptista Carvallo, Master of the Bra- 
zilian Schooner “ Santa Effigenia,” declares to me, that the Schooner “ Hope,” 
‘captured by this Ship on the 13th of April last, sold here in June following, 
| and purchased by Mr. Savage, a British Subject, residing in this Place, sub- 
sequently sailed on the 6th of October last, from Ajuda, with upwards of 
| 300 Slaves on board; the same Captain, Joseph Rios, commanding her as 
| was in Mr. Savage’s employ when the ** Hope” left this Place. This Person 
is ready, if required, to make declaration on oath to the above statement. 
ae FAN {1 Ihave, &c. | k 
(Signed) F. COLLIER. 


| lis Honour the Acting Lieutenant- Governor. 








Enclosure (D.) in No. 23. 

Deposition of the Master of the Brazilian Schooner “ Santa Effigenia.” 

di Colony of Sierra Leone. 
.: MATHIAS BAPTISTA CARVALLO, Master of the Brazilian Schooner 
< Santa Efigenia”, being produced before me, Samuel Smart, a Notary Pub- 
lick, duly admitted and sworn, residing and practising at Freetown, in the 
Colony of Sierra Leone, and being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that on or about the 6th day of October 
last, this Deponent was at a Place called Ajuda, on this Coast; and this De- 
ponent saith, that on or about the same day, the Schooner “ Hope,” men- 
tioned in,the annexed Statement, or Letter, signed by Commodore Collier, 
commanded by Joseph Rios, sailed from Ajuda, with a Cargo of 300 Slaves, 

and upwards, on board. 
Sworn at Freetown, Sierra Leone, through the interpretation of Andres 


| Fernandez, this 29th day of November 1828. 
(Signed) = MATHIAS BAPTISTA CARVALLO. 





Before me. 


(Signed)  SamuEz SMART, Notary Publick. 





| 6 Way Enclosure (E.) in No. 23. 
| 44 W. H. Savage, Esq. to The Hon. K. Macaulay. 
| LAS TRE ity -d | June 29, 1828. 


ne AS Lam convinced that, as Agent to Commodore Collier, your opinion 
| must have great weight with Lieutenant Turner, relative to the detention of 
| 7 
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my Schooner, the “ Hope;” I take the liberty, a great one I own, to request 
ef you, as a particular favour, that you would endeavour to use your influ- 
ence on that Gentleman, to forego his conduct as regards that Vessel. She 
is simply purchased to take away the whole of the Brazilians from this Place, 
under an expressed and written direction from the Brazilian Ambassador to 
myself, to do all in my power on behalf of their Subjects, until the arrival of 
a more authenticated Personage. There is no concession which I would not 
make, in order to make Lieutenant Turner’s, mind easy on the score of duty ; 
but should he take the guns, which are dismounted, and in ballast, he will 
detain her by forcing us to refill the water under which they are some of them 
stowed, and cause serious detriment and loss to the Vessel, as to her value 
hereafter. 
Iam, &c. 


Hon. À, Macaulay. (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE. 


Enclosure (F.) in No. 23. 
The Hon. K. Macaulay to IF. H. Savage, Esq. 


SIR, (Not Dated.) 


I HAVE submitted your Letter of this date to Lieutenant Turner, who will 
be at my house To-morrow Morning, at half-past 10 o’Clock, if you wish to 
see him further in-the Case of the Schooner “ Hope.” Ef shall be with him, 
and I feel assured every circumstance you have to urge will be favourably 
considered. 


Tam, &c. 
WV. IH. Savage, Esq. (Signed) K. MACAULAY. 





Enclosure (G.) m No. 23. 


HI. Rishton, Esq. to The Hon. K. Macaulay. 


My Dear Sir, July 2, 1828. 
MR. TURNER, Yesterday Evening, enclosed me 2 Licenses to be can- 


celled, one of them for Mr. Savage’s Vessel, in a very mutilated state; he 
having taken the Bill of Sale and the other Documents away. 

As it is necessary I should submit his Letter and Enclosures to His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor, which, in their present state, I cannot do; may I 
beg, if the Documents have been left with you, that you would be good 
enough to lodge them in this Office, with as little delay as possible. 

Your’s most truly, 
(Signed) HENRY RISHTON. 
Hon. K. Macaulay, M. C. 


Enclosure (H.) in No. 23. 
The Hon. K. Macaulay to H. Rishton, Esq. 


My Dear Sir, . (Not Dated.) 


I WAS absent from town Yesterday, and this Morning, or I should have 
answered your Note earlier. 
Neither myself, nor any connected with the “ Sybille,” or. Black 
2.99 


Joke,” have any of the “ Hope’s” Papers in our possession. 
To the very extraordinary charge you bring against Lieutenant Turner, I 
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beg leave to give the most unqualified denial; the 2 Licences alluded to 
were delivered to Lieutenant Turner, in my presence, in the very same state 
and condition they were forwarded to you. He did not “ mutilate” them 
neither did he take the Bill of Sale, and the other Documents away. i 
Your’s, &c. 
Henry Rishton, Esq. (Signed) K. MACAULAY. 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure (1.) in No. 23. 


W. H. Savage, Esy. to Lieutenant Maclean. 


SIR, Sierra Leone, June 28, 1823. 


HEARING that the Commander of the “ Black Joke,” Tender to His 
Majesty’s Ship “ Sybille,” still makes obstacles to my Schooner “ Hope,” 
leaving the Harbour for the Brazils; in order to prove still further my wish to 


give every satisfaction, I am willing that that Officer shall take away the 


gun-carriages, and thus render them useless, and for which I will not here- 
after make any charge or demand whatever. I beg that this may be laid 
before His Honour. . | 
Ihave, &c. 
Lieutenant Maclean, (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE. 
Private Secretary to His Honour 
The Lieutenant-Governor. 





Enclosure (J.) in No. 23. 
Bond of Indemnity, on the part of W. H. Savage, Esq. Owner of the “ Hope.” 


WHEREAS Lieutenant William Turner, Commander of His Majesty’s 
Brig “ Black Joke,” Tender to His Majesty’s Ship * Sybille,” Francis 
Augustus Collier, C. B., Captain, bas detained and refused to permit to 
go to Sea, as a British Vessel, the Schooner “ Hope,” late the “ Esperanza,” 
as not being authorised so to do, under the Laws of the United Kingdom ; 
and whereas, William Henry Savage, the Owner of the said Schooner, has 
proposed to the said Lieutenant William Turner; to cancel and deliver up the 
Licenses, and other Papers, so professing to give to the said Schooner 
“ Hope” a British character ; to dismantle her guns, and put the gun-car- 
riages into some other Ship or Vessel ; and to grant to the said Lieutenant 
William Turner, and all others concerned, a full and complete indemnity 
for every thing done or performed by them, respecting the detention and de- 
livery up of the said Schooner ; and a full release from all claims or charges 
made, or to be made, on account of the same, on behalf of all Persons what- 
ever; if the said William Turner will deliver up possession of the said 
Schooner to the said William Henry Savage; which the said Lieutenant 
William Turner has consented to do. 

Now the condition of this obligation is such, that the said William Henry 
Savage, shall deliver up to the said Lieutenant William Turner, and cancel 
the License and other Papers, professing to give to the said Schooner “* Hope” 
a British character, and shall dismantle her guns, and put her gun-carriages 
into some other Ship or Vessel; and if the said William Henry Savage shall, 
and do at all times from henceforth, save, keep harmless, and indemnified, 
the said Lieutenant William Turner, the aforenamed Commodore Francis 
Augustus Collier, C. B., and all others concerned, he and their heirs, exe- 
cutors, administrators and assigns, and hisand their goods and chattels, of 
and from all damages, sums of money, costs, charges and expenses, which 
he or they, or any of them, shall, and may at any time hereafter, incur, 
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sustain, or be pat to by reason of the said detention, every matter and thing 
connected therewith ; then this obligation to be null and void, otherwise to 
remain in ful res virtue, and effect. 


(Signed) W. H. SAVAGE. 
| Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
| (Signed) Wicciam Price. 
JoHN SAMO. 
| Enclosure (K.) in No. 23. é‘ 


Deed of Release, on the part of W. H. Savage, Esq. Owner of the “ Hope.” 
So 3 qua 7 27 


| KNOW all Men by these Presents, that, in consideration of Lieutenant 
William Turner releasing the Schooner “ Hope,” now detained by him as 
being illegally navigated, I, William Henry Savage, of Freetown, in the 
Colony of Sierra leone have remised, released, and for ever quit claim, 
and by these Presents do, for me, my Heirs, executors, and administrators, 
Hi remise, release, and forever quit “claim, unto Lieutenant William Turner, of 
| His Majesty ’s Navy, commanding the * Black Joke,” Tender to His Ma- 
ti) jesty’s Ship “ Sy bille,” Francis ‘Augustus Collier, C. B. Captain, the said 
| Francis Augustus Calice their respective heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors, and every of them, of and from all, and a manner of actions, cause 
| 
| 








i and causes of actions, suit, bill, bend- writings, debts, dues, sum ite sums 
of money, judgments, executions, extents, quarrels, controversies, trespass, 
damages and demands, whatsoever, both in law and equity, or otherwise how- 
ever, ‘which against the said Lieutenant William Turner I. ever had, now 
haves or which my heirs, executors, or administrators, shall or may ‘heres 
after ‘have, claim, challenge, or demand, for or by reason or means of any 
matter, cause or thing, whatsoever, on account afi or arising from, the deten- 
il tion of the Schooner “* Hope,” lately called the  Æsperanza,” from the 
HH beginning of the world until the date of these presents. 

HH In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed my seal, 
this 1st day of July, 1828. 





| (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE. 
il Signed, sealed, and delivered, in presence of 

(Signed) Wizzram Price, 

| JOHN SAMO. 





ll Sub-Enclosure (A.) in No. 23. 


ll The Right Hon. J. W. Croker toh. W. Hay, Esq. 





Wh SIR, Admiralty Office, February 7, 1829. 


| I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
transmit to you, for the information of Secretary Sir George Murray, a Copy 
i ot a Letter from Commodore Collier, respecting the practices carried on at 
i Sierra Leone, in regard to the purchase ot Condemned Slave-vessels. 
| lan nc 
| hk. W. Hay, Esq: (Signed) J. W. CROKER. 


&e. Se. Sc. 
Mi Sub-Enclosure (B.) in No. 23. 








I] Commodore Collier to The Right Hon. J. W. Croker. 


SIR, H. M.S.“ Sybille,” Sierra Leone, Dec. 2, 1828. 


1 HAVE to state to you, for the information of His Royal Highness the 
Lord High Admiral, that most of the Slave-vessels that are captured and 
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sent here for condemnation, are again purchased by Agents here and sent to 
the Brazils, _ 

A Mr, Brockington came here in a Brig from Santros, (a Port to the North. 
ward of Rio Janeiro,) loaded with sugar, coffee, and some specie, for the 
purpose of purchasing Slave-vessels, Mr. Brockington is either a Partner or 
Agent to Mr. Platt, the American Consul in Rio Janeiro; he purchased and 
sent over to the Brazils the following Vessels,—the “ Gertrudes,” Schooner, 
* Swallow” or “ Vogel,” Schooner, and “ Vengador,” late “ Prince of 
Guinea,” now called “ Perseverance,” a Brig, a most notorious Vessel. 

The last-mentioned Vessel sailed from this under English Colours, with 
Mr. Brockington on board, but was not navigated according to Law, with a 

roper proportion of British Seamen. Such was the hurry to get her away 
From this, that the Brother of one of the most respectable Merchants here, 
(a Member of Council,) Mr. MacCormack, sent his own Brother on board 
her, to make up, if possible, the number of Englishmen ; his name appear- 
ing as one of the Crew onthe Muster-roll. 

There is a still stronger Case than this. A notoridus Slave-vessel, the 
“ Esperanza,” taken by thisShip, and condemned here in June last, was sold 
in July, to a Mr. Savage, of this Place, an Englishman. He has sworn the 
“ Esperanza” was his sole property, and declared so likewise to the Collector 
of the Customs at this Place. Mr, Savage put an Englishman on board as 
Captain, the former Captain that had commanded her when the “ Sybi//e,” 
took her (a Brazilian, named Jozé Rios) and an entire Brazilian Crew. The 
Bill of Sale was also made to Mr. Savage for the Vessel, from the Mixed 
Commission Court, and License was granted from the late Governor, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lumley, and the Collector, for her to proceed to Sea. 

Lieutenant Turner, commanding the ‘Black Joke,” Tender, seized her for 
being illegally navigated. Mr. Savage came forward and declared, in writing, 
to the Governor, and to Mr. Macaulay, our Prize Agent here, that she was 
his property, Circumstances of expenses, &c. induced Mr. Turner, as I was 
not here, to let her go. Mr. Savage gave Bonds of Indemnity, as Owner, 
to Lieutenant Turner. Mr, Savage’s Bonds and Oaths must be in the Secre- 
tary’s Office and Custom-house here. 

The “ Hsperanza” sailed from this in July, and on the 6th of October 
following, sailed from Ajuda, in the Bight of Benin, with upwards of 300 
Slaves on board, She was then commanded by the same Brazilian Captain, 
Jozé Rios, that sailed in her from hence, and was in her when the “ Sybille” 
captured her, 

Having received this information from undoubted authority, I informed 
His Honour the Acting Governor of the circumstance. The Person whe 
gave me the information, I produced, at the request of the Governor, to The 
King’s Advocate, and the Man swore before that Officer to the truth of his 
statement to nié. I have ne doubt but the British Consuls will be enabled 
to find out what has become of these Vessels, sent over to the Brazils, 

Lam, &c. 


The Right Hon. J. W. Croker, (Signed) F, A. COLLIER, 
We. Fe. d'e. 








No. 24. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount d'Itabayana. 


Foreign Office, March 10, 1829, 


THE Undersigned has received the Notes which were addressed to him, on 
the 24th of November last, by the Viscount d’Itabayana, complaining of tiie 
Sentences which had been passed by the Court of Mixed Commission, at 
Sierra Leone, inthe Cases of the PATES Vessels, the“ Bahia,” the “Trajano,” 
the “ Carlota,” and the ‘ Independencia,” and has the honour to observe to 
the Viscount d'Itabayana, that, upon an examination of those Cases, it appears, 
that the Vessels in question were brought before the Court of Mixed Commis- 
8 
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sion, under circumstances similar to those of the  Æiroira,” detailed in the 
Note,which the Undersigned addressed to the Viscount d’ Itabay ana on the 2d of 
Dekember last; and were, like that Vessel, condemned for having, in violation 
of their Passports, and in violation of the Slave-trade Treaties and Conven- 
tions, subsisting between the two Countries, proceeded, for the purposes of 
aleve. trade, to Pee where, by Treaty, Slave-trade is not permitted. 

The observations, which che Undersigned was comu.anded to make in the 
Case of the “ Æiroina,” apply so precisely to the present Cases, that the 
Undersigned deems it aol to enter further into them, than by referring 
the Viscount d’'Itabayana to the Note already referred os and by adding 
that, on the grounds explained, the British Government must acte to eee 
to tie ET advanced by the Viscount d'Itabay ana for compensation, in 
the Cases of the “ Bahia,” the “ Trajano,” the “ Carlota,” and the ‘ Inde- 
mendencia.” 

The Undersigned, however, cannot abstain from bringing to the notice of 
the Viscount d Ttabay ana, that, i in each of these Cases, attempts were made to 
account for these Vessels being found in Places where the Slave-trade is prohi- 
bited, and that, in all of them, the excuses set up, whether arising from con- 
trary Sr ae age, or want of provisions and water, were, in the course of 
the proceedings in the Court of Mixed Commission, clearly demonstrated to 
have been grossly fraudulent. 

So far these observations apply equally to ali these Cases, but the Viscount 
d’Itabayana has, in his Note respecting the ‘* Trajano,” adverted to the cir- 
cumstance of the Vessel having been captured whilst under the protection of 

a Portuguese Fort, in on tot as is alleged, of the 2d Article of the Addi- 
feet Instructions to Cruizers, annexed to the Treaty, which declares “ That 
no Merchantmen or Slave-ships can, on any account or pretence whatever, be 
visited or detained whilst in the Port or Roadstead belonging to either of ‘the 
High Contracting Parties, or within gun-shot of the Batteries on Shore ; but 
in case suspicious Vessels should be fetid so circumstanced, proper Represen- 
tations may be addressed to the Authorities of the Country, requesting them 
to take effectual measures for preventing such abuse.” 

In reply to this part of the Viscount d’Itabayana’s Note, it may be sufficient 
for the Undersigned to refer the Viscount d’Itabayana to the 3d Article of 
the same Instructions, by which it will be perceived, that the restriction con- 
tained in the 2d Article does not apply to those Places on the Continent of 
Africa, at which there are no Local Authorities to whom recourse may be had, 
as stated in the preceding Article, and that the Fort in question has been 
long abandoned by the Portuguese Goternment. and is in the occupation of 
an Individual: whose name is well known in the Mixed Commission Court at 
Sierra Leone, as connected with slaving in that part of Africa. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


The Viscount @ Itabayana. 


&e. Sc. Se. 








No 215: 


The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount d Itabayana. 
Foreign Ofice, March 10, 1829. 


THE Undersigned has the honour to observe, in answer to the Notes of 
the Viscount d’ Itabay ana, of the 24th of No er last, complaining of 
the Sentences, passed by te Court of Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, in 
the Cases of the Brazilian Vessels, the “ Zentadora,” the “ Eclipse, and the 
‘ Venturoso ;” that, upon an examination of these Cases, it appears that the 
Vessels in question were condemned by the Court of Mixea Commission, for 
having been engaged in carrying on the Slave-trade in Places where it is 
not permitted, ond. under Licenses, which, contrary to the Stipulations of the 


Treaties subsisting between the two Countries, gave permission to their Ves- 
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sels to touch at St. Thomas’ and Princes; and to 1 of them (the “ Tenta- 
dora,”) even to touch at Places on the Coast of Guinea. 

The observations which it was the duty of the Undersigned, in his Note 
of the 2d of December last to the Viscount d’Itabayana, to make, upon the 
subject of the infraction of the Convention by the issue of irregular Licenses, 
and by the abuse of the Licenses given for the prosecution of legal Slave- 
trade, are directly applicable to the present Cases. 

The Undersigned has, therefore, only to refer the Viscount d’Itabayana to 
his Note of the 2d of December last, in the Case of the “ Hiroina,” and to 
add, that, upon the grounds therein expressed, the Claim advanced by the 
Viscount d’Itabayana for compensation, in the Cases of the “ Venturoso,” 
the “ Zentadora,” and the “ Eclipse,” cannot be admitted by the Bri- 
tish Government. 

The Undersigned has further to observe, that the same fraudulent attempts 
to account for the deviation of these Vessels from their proper course, were 
resorted to in these Cases, as in those of the “ Bahia,” “ Trujano,” “ Car- 
lota,” and “ Independencia ;? and that the evidence produced in the Mixed 
Commission Court was such, as to lead to the inevitable conclusion, that they 
were all, under fraudulent pretences, engaged in illicitly trafficking for Slaves 
in prohibited Places. The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 


The Viscount @ Itabayana, | (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
GORE CCE CC 





No. 26. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount d’Ttabayana. 


Foreign Office, March 10, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, with reference to the Viscount d’Itabayana’s Note of the 
24th of November last, complaining of the Sentence pronounced by the Mixed 
Commission at Sierra Leone, in the Case of the Brazilian Vessel, the “ Tres 
Amigos,” has to call to the recollection of the Viscount d’Itabayana, that 
this Vessel was condemned by the Court of Mixed Commission, for having, 
while in a Latitude to the North of the Line, and without a Passport for 


_ Slave-trade, been found with 3 female Negroes concealed on board, evidently 


intended for the purposes of traffick. 

The Undersigne:| is commanded to observe to the Viscount d’Itabayana,. 
that the Articles of the Convention of 1817, and of the Instructions, which 
the Viscount d'Itabayana cites, in support of his objections to the proceedings: 
of the Court of Mixed Commission, have reference only to the Cases of Ves- 
sels, furnished with Passports entithng them to purchase Slaves; and that 
the “ Tres Amigos” having no such Passport, the arguments of the Viscount. 
@Itabayana, founded upon the Articles in question, are wholly irrelevant to. 
the present Case. 

The Undersigned maintains, that the principle upon which the Sentence 
in this Case was passed, is in strict accordance with the "Ereaty ;. and he is: 
commanded to acquaint the Viscount dItabayana, that His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment cannot consent to any step tending to call in question the validity 
of the Sentence in the Case of the “ Zres Amigos.” 

The Undersigned observes, that the Viscount d'Itabayana repeats his: 
objections to the competency of the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra 
Leone, to decide upon Cases of Brazilian Slave-ships, since the Treaty of 
the 23d of November 1826; contending that the Sentences, condemning 
the “ Tres Amigos,” and other Ships detained since that date, are alto 
gether nullities. 

Upon this point, the Undersigned requests the attention of the Viscount 
d’Itabayana to his Note of the 29th of November, 1828, in which the grounds: 
upon which His Majesty’s Government maintain the validity of those Sen 
tences, and the competency of the Court, are fully set forth and explained. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
The ene meee (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
€. c, 8. 
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No. 27. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount d'Itabayana. 


Foreign Office, March 10, 1829. 


THE Undersigned has had under his consideration the Note, which was 
addressed to him by the Viscount d'Itabayana, on the 24th November last, upon 
fhe subject of the Brazilian Vessel the “ Minerva,” together with the Note 
which was addressed by the Viscount d’Itabayana to the Earl of Dudley, on 
the 3d of March last, on the subject of the Vessels, the “ Cergueira” and 
‘© Creola,’ detained by British Cruizers, and carried into Sierra Leone, but 
subsequently released, 

Upon examination into these Cases, it appears, that these Vessels were 
furnished with Licenses, which, in contravention of the Stipulations of the 
Treaty, permitted them to touch at St. Thomas’ and Princes’, and that they 
had availed themselves of the facilities which such permission afforded, of car- 
rying on the traffick in Slaves at Places, at which such trathck was pro- 
hibited. The 3 Vessels were captured off the River Lagos, in Latitude 6° 
26! North, Longitude 3° 46’ West, on the 30th January 1824, under cir- 
cumstances which left no room for doubt that the Masters, all of whom were 


on Shore at the time of the Seizure, and refused to return on board, were. 


actually engaged in purchasing Slaves, of whom a considerable number, as 
appeared by the Proceedings in the “Minerva,” were placed in a neigh- 
bouring Factory, waiting a favourable opportunity for embarkation on board 
that Vessel. 

Under these circumstances the 3 Vessels were seized and carried to Sierra 
Leone, and the Case of the “ Minerva” was brought before the Court of 
Mixed Commission, when, as it did not appear that any Slaves had been 
actually on board during the Voyage, the Commissioners, acting upon the 
limited construction of the Treaty, by which their proceedings were at that 
time guided, did not feel themselves authorized to pass a Sentence of Con. 
demnation, whilst, at the same time, they considered that the flagrant vio- 
lation of the Treaty, which had been proved in these Cases, precluded the 
Owners from claiming any compensation for losses occasioned by the inter- 
ruption of an illegal trade. 

Under these considerations, and as no appearance had been given on the 
behalf of the Owner, who was cited to appear in the usual way, the Proctor 
for the Captor was allowed to withdraw the Papers, which, together with 
the Ship, were returned into the possession of those Persons under whose 
charge they were at the time of the Seizure. 

The Cases of the “ Cerqueira” and  Creola,” being in all essential points pre. 
cisely similar to that of the “ Minerva," it was not thought proper to bring 
them before the Court, and those Ships were also placed under the command 
of the Persons previously in possession of them, and in a few days after. 
wards they departed from Sierra Leone. 

It was certainly competent to the Owner of either of those Vessels, or to 
the Officers in command, or their Agents, to have taken measures to compel 
the Captor to proceed to adjudication, as was done in the Case of the ** Per. 
petuo Defensor.” That course, however, not having been pursued, His Ma- 
jesty’s Government consider the Cases as completely closed, as well against 


the Captor, as the Owners, Andthe Undersigned, therefore, feels himself 


bound to declare, that he cannot accede to the demand for compensation, 
which has been advanced by the Viscount d’Itabayana. 


The Undersigned, &e. 
The Viscount d'Ltabayana, (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
Ren ee ES te 
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No. 28. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to The Fescount d’ Itabayana. 
Foreign Office, March 17, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has duly received the Notes addressed to him by 
the Viscount d’Itabayana, &c. on the 24th of November 1828, and the 16th 
of February 1829, demanding, under the Stipulations of the Convention of 
the 28th of July 1817, that the most positive Orders should be issued to 
British Cruizers, to abstain from detaining such Brazilian Vessels as have not 
actually on board, Slaves taker from Ports in Africa to the North of the Equa- 
tor, where Slave-trade is entirely prohibited to the Subjects of Brazil. 

In answer to this demand, the Undersigned has the honour to refer the 
Viscount d’Itabayana to the Note, dated the 2d of December 1828, in which 
the Undersigned explained the principles on which the British Government 
maintain, that the ‘* Hirozna,” Slave-vessel, though having no Slaves actually 
on board at the time of her detention, was, nevertheless, justly captured, and 
eventually, in strict accordance with the spirit of the Convention, condemned 
by the Court of Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone. | 

The grounds of the condemnation of that Vessel (it 1s scarcely necessary 
here to repeat) were, that in her Case there had been committed an infraction 
of a particular Provision of the Convention, which had already formed the 
subject of a Special Communication and Remonstrance, from the British Go- 
vernment to the Government of Brazil, in reply to which, the latter had left 
it to the British Government to apply to the infraction in question, the 
measures which the Treaty had established for the prevention of illicit Slave- 
trade. 

In answer, moreover, to the sweeping demand which the Viscount d'Ita- 
bayana has considered himself warranted in seeking to apply to a// Cases of 
Vessels not having Slaves actually on board, the Undersigned must refer the 
Viscount d’Itabayana to the First Additional Article to the Convention of the 
28th of July 1817, dated the 15th of March 1823, wherein a Case is specifi- 
cally described, in which Vessels, not having Slaves actually on board, are 
expressly declared to be liable to Capture and Condemnation for a violation 
of the spirit of the Convention. 

The Undersigned has only further to state, that the strictest injunctions 
have repeatedly been given to the Commanders of His Majesty’s Cruizers, 
carefully to abstain from molesting all Vessels not engaged in traffick inter- 
dicted by the Treaty; and that His Majesty’s Government will always be 
found ready and anxious to afford to the Subjects of His Imperial Majesty, the 
fullest redress for any injuries which they may at any time sustain, from the 
unauthorised interference of British Naval Officers, with Brazilian Vessels 
engaged bond fide in legitimate commerce. 


The Undersigned, &c. | 
The Viscount d’Itabayana, (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
D» VEN Cs GC. 








No. 20. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount d’ Itabayana. 


Foreign Office, March 18, 1829. 


. THE Undersigned, &c. has bad the honour to receive the Note, addressed 
to him by the Viscount d’Itabayana, on the 10th Ultimo, in which the 
Viscount d’Itabayana demands, that a delay of 6 Months, beyond the period 
fixed by the Treaty for the abolition of African Slave-trade, may be granted, 
for such Brazilian Vessels as shall have set sail from the Ports of Brazil for 
those of Africa to the Seuth of the Line, prior to the 13th of March 1830. 

_ To this demand the Viscount d’Itabayana further states, that he considers 
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the British Government as having already tacitly consented, inasmuch as they 
have passed over in silence the requisition put forward, in the Note of the 
Brazilian Plenipotentiaries to the Plenipotentiary of His Majesty, at the time 
of the conclusion of the Convention of the 23d of November 1826, and 
communicated by the latter to His Majesty’s Government. 

But the Viscount d’Itabayana appears to overlook the fact, that to the Note 
of the Brazilian Government, to which the Viscount d'Itabayana here refers, 
an immediate Answer was returned by the British Envoy at the Court of 
Brazil, in which Mr. Gordon treated the application as one which it was im- 
possible to entertain. 

Rather ought the silence of the British Government, under these circum- 
stances, to have been considered by the Viscount d’Itabayana, as a proof of its 
entire concurrence in the Answer with which the Correspondence between 
the Plenipotentiaries of the two Nations was closed; and with much better 
reason had His Majesty’s Government a right to conclude, that the Govern- 
ment of Brazil had relinquished a pretension, which, after the unfavourable 
reception which it experienced from the British Plenipotentiary in Brazil, that 
Government omitted to renew, by a direct Representation, through the Bra- 
zilian Minister in Great Britain. 

With respect to the period of 6 Months, allowed by the Treaty of the 22d 
of January 1815, between Great Britain and Portugal, upon which the 
Viscount d’Itabayana appears disposed to rely, as justifying his present de- 
mand, the Undersigned takes leave to observe, that no precedent or justifi- 
cation is thereby furnished for the requisition of an extension of the time 
fixed by the Convention of 1826, for the final extinction of Brazilian Slave- 
trade. In the former instance, the Portuguese Merchant engaged in Slave- 
trade to the North of the Line could not know, until the Ratification of the 
Treaty, that his traflick was prohibited; and it would have been manifestly 
unjust not to permit those Ships which he had dispatched previously to such: 
Ratification, to return unmolested from Voyages, of the illegality of which he 
had received no warning. Hence arose the necessity for appointing in that 
Convention a more remote period than that of the date of the Ratification, for 
the winding up of the enterprizes then actually in progress. 

But, in the case of the Brazilian Treaty, no such necessity now exists. 
The warning has, in fact, already been given—a warning not of 6 Months 
merely, but of 3 Years’ duration. | 

The Brazilian Merchant, therefore, can have no pretext, founded on the 
precedent of the Portuguese Treaty, for claiming an extension of the period, 
which, under the Treaty of 1826, will terminate on the 13th of March 1830. 

‘The present application, therefore, of the Viscount d’Itabayana is, in fact, 
only a repetition, slightly modified, of the Proposal already made by the 
Viscount d’Itabayana, in his Notes of the 26th of August, and of the 17th 
of November, which were fully and explicitly answered by the Notes of the 
Undersigned of the 15th of September, and of the 29th of November. 

The Undersigned has already had the honour to observe to the Viscount 
d’I[tabayana, in the first of the above-mentioned Notes, that the very notion 
of an extension of the period during which the Slave-trade is still per- 
mitted to endure, could not fail to be most unwelcome, not to the British 
Nation alone (by whom so many important sacrifices have been made for its: 
suppression) but to every friend of humanity. 

But this feeling of dissatistaction would unquestionably be excited with 
irresistible force, could it possibly be inferred, from other concurrent proposi- 
tions, that any desire existed on the part of the Government of His Imperial 
Majesty, to permit a wider range to this desolating traffick, than that which 
the Convention has sanctioned; and to sereen from merited punishment 
those unprincipled Adventurers, by whom the restrictions of the ‘Treaty are so: 
flagrantly violated. | 

Nevertheless, His Majcsty’s Government, being sincerely desirous of con- 
ciliating, if possible, the interests and wishes of the Government of Brazil, 
with what it owes to the just expectations of the British Nation, and to the 
rights of humanity, the Undersigned has the honour to acquaint the Viscount 
d'Itabayana, that he will be ready, on the part of His Majesty, to take into. 
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consideration the Overture contained in the Note from the Viscount d’Itabay- 
ana of the 10th of February, provided it be coupled with the assent of the 
Brazilian Government to an Article, such as was concluded with the Nether- 
lands, on the 25th of January 1823 ;—such as was proposed to the Brazilian 
Government by Mr. Gordon, in his Note to the Marquis of Aracaty, of the 
17th of December 1827, and, subsequently, by the Undersigned to the Viscount 
dItabayana, on the 2d of December last;—by which Vessels shall be sub- 
jected to Capture and Condemnation, whenever furnished with equipments 
evidently for Slave-trade, and met with in prohibited Latitudes. 

If the Viscount d’Itabayana is authorized to concur in such a proposition, 
or isdisposed to submit it to the adoption of his Government; the Undersigned 
will be happy to confer with him, upon the terms in which it may be 
expedient, that the Articles for carrying into effect these two Agreements shall 
be drawn up. 
The Undersigned avails himself, &e. 





(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Viscount d’ Itabayana, 
&c. oe. &e. 
No. 30. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 
My Lorp, Foreign Office, March 20, 1829, 


IT appears from the Reports of His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra 
Leone, that great encouragement is afforded to the illegal traffick in Slaves, 
from the circumstance of Officers of Slave-vessels, under the Brazilian Flag, 
convicted of illicit practices, (who are at liberty, after conviction, to proceed 
whither they please,) returning to the same pursuit with perfect impunity ; 
whereby a set of Men is constantly furnished for the prosecution of illegal 
Slave-trade, who are fitted, by past experience and local knowledge, to carry 
it on with the best chances of success. a 


An instance of this evil has recently occurred at Sierra Leone, where an 


Individual, in command of a Brazilian Vessel, has re-appeared before the 
Court, as an Offender against the Slave Laws, who, only a few Months before, 
had been convicted of the same offence. 

The Brazilian Government being bound by Treaty to put down illegal 
Slave-trade, and the Alvara of the 26th of January, 1818, having attached! 
a specifick punishment to the offence (by. subjecting the Persons guilty of it 
to the penalty of 5 Years’ banishment. to the Mozambique,) His Majesty’s, 
Government cannot doubt, that, upon your representation of the fact here: 
complained: of, and of the mischief which actually results from the impunity 
of Offenders, immediate measures will be taken by the Government of His. 
Imperial Majesty, for carrying the Stipulations of Treaty, and. the Provisions: 
of the above cited Decree, into full and rigorous effect. — 

Tam, &c. | ) 
| (Signed) |= ABERDEEN, 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, elle aidée Alter: | 
ci &e. &e. 





No. 31. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Eord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, = Foreign Office, March 21, 1829. 


WITH referenceto my Despatch to your Lordship, of 6th December, 
1828, transmitting Copies of Correspondence which had passed between 
the Viscount d'Itabayana and myself, upon the subject of demands made by 
the Viscount @’Itabayana, for the revisal of Sentences decreed by the Court 


à 


of Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, in the Cases of Brazilian Slave-vessels ; 
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I transmit, herewith, to your Lordship, for your information and guidänee, 
the Copies of further Notes, dated the 10th Instant, which, by His Majesty’s 
Command, I have addressed to the Viscount d'Itabayana, declining, on the 
part of His Majesty’s Government, to accede to his demand for the revisal of 
the Sentences passed, in the Cases of the Brazilian Vessels, “ Minerva,” 
Cerqueira,” area i Tres Amigos,” “ Tentadora,” “ Eclipse,” 
«© Venturoso,” “ Bahia,” “ Trajano,” “ Carlota,” and ‘ Independencia.” 
lam, &c. 
| (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 
&c. &e. Se. 
a 
| No. 32. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 
My Lorp, Foreign Office, March 23, 1829. 


WITH reference to that part of my Despatch to your Lordship, of the 6th 
of December last, which related to the demand, made on the part of the 
Brazilian Government, for a prolongation of the Term at present fixed for 
the final abolition of Brazilian Slave-trade; I transmit,. herewith, to your 
Lordship, for your information, the Copy of a further Note, which, on 


the 10th Ultimo, was addressed to me upon the same subject, by the 


Viscount d’Itabayana, together with a Copy of the Answer, dated the 18th 
Instant, which, by His Majesty’s Command, I have returned to that Minister, 
stating the conditions on which His Majesty’s Government might be induced 
to receive for consideration the renewed Proposal of the Brazilian Government 
upon the point in question. Lam, &e. 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


&e. 
No. 83. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 
My Lorp, Foreign Office, March 24, 1829. 


The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 
&c. c. ! 


I TRANSMIT, herewith, to your Lordship, for your information, the 
Copies of 2 Notes, dated November 24, and 16th of February last, which I have 
received from the Viscount d’Itabayana, and of the Answer, dated the 17th 
Instant, which, by His Majesty’s Command, I have addressed to that Minister, 
stating the grounds upon which His Majesty’s Government decline to accede 
to the demand which the Viscount d’Itabayana had brought forward, on the 
part of the Brazilian Government, that the most positive Orders should be 
issued to British Cruizers, to abstain from detaining such Brazilian Vessels as 
have not actually on board, Slaves taken from Ports in Africa to the North ef 


the Equator, where Slave-trade is entirely prohibited to the Subjects of Brazil, 


fam, &c. 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 

&e. Ce Scr 
0 
No. 34. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount ad’ Itabayana. 
Foreign Office, March 24, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, has had the honour to réceive the Note of the Viscount d'Itabayana, 
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dated the 16th of February 1829, requesting that Orders may be given to 
His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, that His Brazilian Majesty’s 
Commissioner may examine and take official cognizance of the Proceedings 
had there against Brazilian Vessels, from the Year 1822 to the 23d of Novem- 
ber 1826, in order that the same may be submitted for the approval of His 
Imperial Majesty. 

Iu answer to this request, the Undersigned has the honour to observe, that 
the Convention of the 23d of November 1826, between Great Britain and 
Brazil, for the abolition of the African Slave-trade, adopts and renews the 
several Articles and Provisions of the Treaties concluded between His Ma- 
jesty and The King of Portugal, on that subject, on the 22d of January 1815, 
and the 28th of July 1817, and the several Explanatory Articles which have 
been added thereto; and that the 3d Article of the same Convention expressly 
declares, that all matters and things done by the respective Subjects of the 
Contracting Parties under the said Treaties, and in execution thereof, are 
thereby ratified and confirmed. 

It is manifest, therefore, that no further confirmation or approval by His 
Majesty The Emperor of Brazil, is requisite to give effect to those Sentences 
of the Commissioners, with respect to Brazilian Vessels, which were passed 
between the Year 1822, and the Month of November 1826. And the Un- 
dersigned, taking into consideration the request of the Viscount d’Itabayana, 
in connection with its avowed object, is bound to decline the issuing of the 
Orders requested by the Viscount d’Itabayana ; not merely as being, for the 
reasons above stated, unnecessary, but also because the issuing of them would 
appear to imply the admission of a principle which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment cannot recognize. 

The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Viscount & Itabayana, 
&c. &e. Sc. 


Lost Dee M PT EU VEN TETE TP PEU EU 
No. 35. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, March 25, 1829. 


I TRANSMIT, herewith, to your Lordship, the Copy of a Note which I 
have received from the Viscount d’Itabayana, dated the 16th Ultimo, re- 
questing that the Brazilian Commissioner at Sierra Leone may be periitted 
to take official cognizance, for the subsequent approval of The Emperor of 
Brazil, of the Records of Proceedings had in the Brazilian and British Court 


= of Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, from the Year 1822, to November 1826. 


Lalso transmit to your Lordship, for your information, the Copy of the 
Answer, which, by His Majesty’s Command, I have returned to the Viscount 
d’Itabayana, declining to accede to this request; upon the ground, that all 
things done by the Subjects of Great Britain and Brazil, under the Slave- 
trade Restriction Treaties with Portugal, of the 22d of January 1815, and 
the 28th of July 1817, are already ratified and confirmed by the Conven- 
tion between Great Britain and Brazil, of the 23d of November, 1826, 

sd Iam, &e. 
| (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, ne te 
ce &e. Sec. 


ear EEE En aac 


No. 36. 
The Viscount @ Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 
Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 13 Avril, 1829. 


PAR votre Note du 18 Mars dernier, vouz m’avez fait l'honneur de m'in- 
former que le Ministère de Sa Majesté Britannique est tout disposé à prendre 
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en considération la proposition que Je vous ai faite rélativement à la fixation 
du terme de 6 Mois, pour le libre retour des Bâtimens Brésiliens, qui se 
trouveraient engagés dans la traite des Negres au moment de l'abolition finale 
de ce commerce, pourvû que mon Gouvernement veuille accéder à l'Article 
Additionnel, qui a été stipulé entre l'Angleterre et les Pays-Bas, le 25 Janvier 
1823. 

Et comme vous m’annoncez en outre, Mylord, que vous êtes prêt à conférer 
avec moi sur la rédaction de l'Acte qui doit constater cette accession, je vous 
prie de vouloir bien me communiquer la Minute de cet Acte, afin que Je puisse 
énoncer mon opinion sur son contenu, et sur option que vous m'avez offerte, 
ou de le signer ici, ou de le soumettre à l'examen et à la décision de mon 
Gouvernement. 

Agréez, Mylord, les assurances, &c. 


(Se LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 


Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
&e. Se &e. 





(Translation.) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, April 13, 1829. 


IN your Note of the 18th of March last, you did me the honour to 
inform me, that the Ministry of His Britannick Majesty is perfectly disposed 
to take into consideration the proposition which I have made to you, relative 
to the fixing of the period of 6 Months for the free return of the Brazilian 
Vessels, which may be engaged in the Slave-trade, at the moment of the 
final abolition of that trade, provided that my Government will accede to the 
Additional Article agreed to between England and the Netherlands, on the 
25th of January 1823. | 

And, as you have also announced to me, my Lord, that you are ready to 
confer with me with respect to the terms of the Act, which shall establish that 
accession, I beg you to be pleased to communicate a Draft of the Act to me, 
to the end that I may be able to deliver my opinion as to its contents, and as 
to the choice, which you have left to me, either to sign it here, or to refer 
it to my Government for its examination and decision. 

Receive, my Lord, the assurances, &c. 
(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 
His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
| Se. Ke ee: 


EE 





Nioms7: 
Lord Ponsonby to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received April 26.) 


(Extract.) io de Janeiro, February 24, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose a Copy of a Note from the Marquis of 
Aracaty, in which he proposes, that a certain additional space of time should 
be allowed to Vessels engaged in the Slave-trade, and which shall have left 
this Port within the period fixed by Treaty for the termination of that traf. 
fick, and during which period it shall be lawful for such Ships to return to 
Rio de Janeiro with their Cargoes ; and that they shall be free trom the ope- 
ration of the Treaty, to that extent. 

My Answer is also enclosed, which merely says, that J will forward the 


Proposition to your Lordship. 
(Signed) PONSONBY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Ge. &e. &c. 
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First Enclosure in No. 37. 


The Marquis of Aracaty to Lord Ponsonby. 


(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro; February 13, 1829. 
.THE Undersigned, &e. has the honour to address himself to Lord 


Ponsonby, &c. in order to communicate to him, that His Imperial 
Majesty having ordered the Imperial Legation in London, to require of the 
British Government a prolongation of the period stipulated for the final aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade, as is already known to Lord Ponsonby ; and the said 
Legation, not having taken in their genuine sense the orders which the 
Undersigned had expedited to the above effect, it is incumbent upon him, 
therefore, to declare to the Legation of His Britannick Majesty at this Court, 
the nature and object of the above-claimed prolongation. 

This demand, dictated by those principles of equity which animate the 
Government of His Imperial Majesty, does not, in the slightest degree, 
impugn the spirit of the Convention of 1826, of which it is rather the imme- 
diate consequence; because, it being stipulated in the said Convention that 
the trafhick, (of which it was the object) should still continue for 3 Years, 
the Negotiators certainly did not pretend that those operations should be 
reputed criminal, which proceeded from Speculations commenced within the 
term fixed for the final abolition, and whose liquidation were still pending ; 
and in this sense the Note Reversal was written, which, upon the occasion 
of the signature of the Convention, the Plenipotentiaries of His Imperial 
Majesty addressed to the British Plenipotentiary. 

lt is not, moreover, a question of altering the Convention, nor of negotia- 
ting an Additional Article ;—it is only elaimed of the rectitude of His Britan- 
nick Majesty's Government, that they should regulate a reasonable period, 
in order to withdraw those Ships, and the funds appropriated to the Com- 
merce of Slaves, which, having been employed bond fide, within the 3 Years 
granted, should not have been withdrawn after the expiration of last Year. 

According to this explanation, Lord Ponsonby will see that the wishes of 
His Imperial Majesty’s Government will be completely satisfied, by the 
Government of His Britannick Majesty giving an official guarantee, that it 
shall be positively forbidden to their Cruizers to eapture those Brazilian 

Vessels which may be found under the circumstances above specified. 

In conformity with the above, the recent Instructions were conceived 
which the Undersigned expedited to the Legation of 'The Emperor in London, 
but he hopes that Lord Ponsonby will hasten, on his part, to convey this 
communication to the knowledge of his Government, in order that this 
negotiation may be definitively settled with the imperative urgency which it 
demands. The Undersigned, &c. 

HE. Lord Ponsonby, (Signed) MARQUIS OF ARACATY. 

XG &e. Sie 





eine 


Second Enclosure in No. 37. 
Lord Ponsonby tothe Marquis of Aracaty. 
Rio de Janeiro, February 14, 1829. 
THE Undersigned, &c. has had the honour io receive a Note from His 


Excellency The Marquis of Aracaty, &c. concerning certain Arrange- 
ments which it is the desire of His Excellency’s Government should be con- 
certed with the British Government, for the regulation and modification of 
certain of the Articles of the Treaty of 1820, for the abolition of the Slave- 
trade, and concerning which His Excellency’s Instructions to the Imperial 
Legation at London, have not been perfectly taken in their genuine sense 
by the Imperial Ministers there. 
The Undersigned has the honour to assure the Marquis, that he will 
forward His Excellency’s Note to the British Government without delay. 
The Undersigned, &c. . 
His Excellency the Marquis of Aracaty. (Signed) | PONSONBY. 


&e. Se. Se. 
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No. 38. 
The Viscount d’Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 4 Mai, 1829. 


JE viens de recevoir de maCour l'Ordred’accélerer la conclusion de P Arrange 
ment que je vous ai proposé, dans le but de mettre à couvert de toute déten- 
tion de la part des Croiseurs de Sa Majesté Britannique, les Bâtimens Brési- 
liens qui se trouveraient en Voyage au moment de l'abolition définitive de 
la traite des Négres; et désirant porter à la connaissance de L'Empereur, 
mon Auguste Maitre, par le prochain Paquebot, les Articles que vous m'avez 
promis de faire rédiger pour constater le susdit Arrangement, je vous serais 
très reconnaissant, si vous vouliez bien me les communiquer avant l'expédi- 
tion de la Malle destinée maintenant pour Rio de Janeiro, et me mettre par 
là en mesure d'amener cette affaire à une prompte conclusion, pour faire cesser 
l'incertitude où se trouve la classe des Négociants Brésiliens qui font la traite 
des Nègres, sur le sort de leurs Bâtimens et Capitaux employés dans ce trafic 
à l’époque de son abolition, à la fin du Mois de Mars de l’Année 1830. 

En vous faisant, Mylord, cette juste demande, je vois prie, &c. 

(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
SC. er yee 





(Translation.) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, May 4, 1829. 


I HAVE just received from my Court the Order to accelerate the conclu- 
sion of the Arrangement which I have proposed to you, with the intent of 
securing from all detention, on the part of the Cruizers of His Britannick 
Majesty, the Brazilian Vessels on their Voyage at the moment of the final 
abolition of the Slave-trade; and anxious by the next Packet to lay before 
The Emperor, my August Master, the Articles which you have promised 
to draw up, to establish the above-named Arrangement, I should feel par- 
ticularly obliged, if you would be pleased to communicate them to me before the 
departure of the Mail now destined for Rio de Janeiro, and thus place me in a 
situation to bring that affair to a speedy conclusion, and to put an end to the 
uncertainty in which that class of the Brazilian Merchants engaged in the 
Slave-trade are placed, as to the fate of their Ships and Capital employed in 
that traffick, at the period of its abolition, at the end of the Month of March, 
of the Year 1830. 

While addressing to you this just request, [ beg you, moreover, to accept, &e. 


(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 
His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 


Se. &e. ÿe. 
LL aa RER CPR TI EN NT | 
No. 39. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Viscount d'Itabayana. 


Foreign Ofice, May 7, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour, with reference to the desire ex- 
pressed in the Note addressed to him on the 13th April, 1829, by the Viscount 
d'Itabayana, &e. to transmit to the Viscount d’Itabayana, in an official shape, 
the accompanying Draft, which the Undersigned discussed verbally with him 
this day, of the proposed Arrangement, supplementary to the Treaties and 
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Conventions subsisting on the subject of the Slave-trade, between the Crowns | 
of Great Britain and Brazil. 

The Undersigned will be glad to receive from the Viscount d’Itabayana, 
any observations which he may think it necessary to make upon the enclosed 
Projet, in time to admit of his founding upon them such Instructions as the 
Undersigned may think it expedient to send, by the Mail of Saturday, to His 
Majesty’s Representative in Brazil, upon the points in question. 


The Undersigned, &c. 
The Viscount d'Itabayana, (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
ce. Ge. &e. 


Enclosure in No. 39. 


British Projet of Arrangement between Great Britain and Brazil, for the 
suppression of illegal Slave Trade. 


HIS MAJESTY The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and His Majesty The Emperor ot Brazil, wishing to remove every 
obstacle to the faithful and efficient execution of the intentions of Their said: 
Majesties, as declared in the Convention signed at Rio de Janeiro, by Their 
respective Plenipotentiaries, on the 23d of November, 1826, for the purpose 
of preventing Their Subjects from engaging in any illegal tratlick in Slaves, 
have, for this purpose, named their Plenipotentiaries, that is to say, &c. &c. 


Who, after having exchanged their respective Full Powers, and found them to 
bein good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles :— 


Art. 1. His Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and His Majesty The Emperor of Brazil, hereby agree 
and declare, that every Brazilian Merchant Vessel, which shall be found 
hovering or sailing near the Coasts of Africa, within the distance of 1 geo- 
graphical degree from the said Coasts, and in those Latitudes in which, by 
the Treaties and Conventions subsisting between the two Countries, the 
Slave-tiade is prohibited to the Subjects of Brazii, or which shall be found 
at anchor within any of the Rivers, Gulphs or Creeks of those Coasts, or on 
any part of the said Coasts, within the Limits above-mentioned, may be law- 
fully detained, provided that, in the equipment of such Vessel, there shall be: 
found any of the particulars hereinafter mentioned, namely: 


ist. Having her hatches fitted with open gratings, instead of close hatches,. 
as usual in Merchant Vessels. Mis 


2d. Having more divisions or bulk-heads in the hold, or on deck, than ne- 
cessary for trading Vessels. 


3d. Having on board spare plank, either actually fitted in that shape, or 
fit for readily layinga second or moveable deck, or Slave-deck. : 


4th. Having on board shackles, bolts, or handcuffs. 


5th. Having on board an unreasonable quantity of water in casks, orin 
tanks, more than sufficient for the consumption of her Crew, as a Merchant 


Vessel. 


6th. Having on board an unreasonable number of water-casks, or other 
vessels for holding water, unless the Master shall produce a Certificate from the 
Custom-House from the Place from which she cleared outwards, stating that 
a sufficient security had been giveu by the Owners of such Vessel, that such. 
extra quantity of casks, or other vessels, should only be used for the reception: 
of palm-oil, or other lawful commerce, 


7th. Having on board a greater quantity of mess-tubs, or kids, than requi-- 
site for the use of her Crew, as a Merchant Vessel. we 


sth. Having on board two or more copper-boilers, or even one of an unrea-- 
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sonable size, larger than requisite for the use of her Crew, as a Merchant- 
vessel, 


gth. Having on board an unreasonable quantity of rice, or farinha, (flour - 
of the manioc of Brazil, or of. Cassada) or maize, or Indian corn, beyond 
any probable requisite provision for the use of her Crew ;—and such rice, 
flour, maize, or Indian corn, not being entered on the Manifest as part of the 
Cargo for trade. 

And that the proof of these, or of any oneor more of these several indica- 
tions shall be considered as primd facie evidence of the actual employment 
of such Vessel in the Slave-trade; and, unless rebutted by satisfactory evi- 
dence on the part of the Master or Owners, that such Vessel was otherwise 
legally emploved at the time of her detention or capture, such Vessel, toge- 
ther with the goods, wares, and merchandize, on board the same, shall there- 
upon be condemned and declared lawful Prize. 


Art. 2.—The two High Contracting Parties hereby agree, that, in order to 
afford time for the completion of the Voyages of such Brazilian Vessels as 
shall, bond fide, have set sail before the 13th of March, 1830, from the Ports 
of Brazil for those parts of the Coast of Africa to the South of the Equator, 
where the Slave-trade is still permitted to be carried on by the Subjects of 
Brazil, and shall be legally employed therein, according to the provisions of 
the Treaties and Conventions between the two Countries, the Term of 6 
Calendar Months, dating from the said 13th of March, 1830, shall be al- 
lowed for the return of such Vessels to Brazil, as an extension of the period, 
at the expiration of which, it is declared by the Convention, of the 23d of 
November, 1826, between the High Contracting Parties, that it shall not be 
lawful for the Subjects of the Empire of Brazil to be concerned in the carry- 
ing on of the African Slave-trade, under any pretext, or in any manner what- 
ever; and that the carrying on of such trade, after that period, by any Per- 
son, Subject of His Imperial Majesty, shall be deemed and treated as Piracy. 


Art. 3.—The two High Contracting Parties hereby agree and declare, that 
the 2 preceding Articles shall be held to be annexed to, and to form part of, 
the Treaties and Conventions subsisting between the two Countries, upon the 
subject of the Slave-trade, as firmly and effectually as if they had been in- 
serted, word for word, in the said Treaties and Conventions. 


Art. 4.—The present Convention shall be ratified, and the Ratifications 


exchanged at within Months from the date hereof, or 
sooner, if possible. 


In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the same, 
and have affixed thereto the Seal of their Arms, 


Done at the 


(Ls.) (1 s.) 





No. 40. 


The Viscount @ Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


My orp, Park Crescent, ce 9 Mai, 1829. 


APRES avoir müûrement réfléchi sur les Articles que vous avez rédigé 
pour être annexés 4 la Convention, du 23 Novembre, 1826, qui fixa l'époque 
de l'abolition finale de la traite des Négres, j'aurais l'honneur de vous commu- 
niquer le résultat de mes observations ; et le voici :— 


1°, Que le Préambule devra spécifier d’une manière plus précise l'objet de 
l’'Arrangement que nous nous proposons de faire, qui est celui d'assurer Je 
retour des Batimens Brésiliens, qui, au moment de l'abolition définitive de la 
traite des Nègres, se trouveront employés, bond fide, dans ce commerce, 
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2°, Que l'Article 2° devra être le premier, avec omission de toute cette 
partie, qui est comprise entre les mots “ as an extension of the period,” et 
ceux ‘ treated as Piracy ;” car je crois qu’il est inutile de répéter une clause, 
qui se trouve énoncée dans l'Article 1% de la Convention du 23 Novembre, 
1826. 

3°. Que l’Article 1 soit substitué au 2°, avec addition de cette phrase, 
“after the 15th day of March, 1830,” que je crois indispensable pour bien 
déterminer l’époque à laquelle l'Arrangement en question doit commencer à 
être mis en exécution de la part du Brésil et de la Grande Bretagne. 
« D'après ces observations, j'ai rédigé le Contre-Projet, que j'ai l'honneur de 
vous transmettre ci-joint; et si vous l’approuvez, comme j'ose Pespérer, je 
suis prêt, ou à le signer avec vous sub spe rati, ou à convenir qu'il soit envoyé 
ä Rio de Janeiro, pour y être signé, dans le cas qu’il mérite l'approbation du 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale. 

C'est donc à vous, Mylord, 4 choisir l'un de ces moyens de conclusion ; 
et Je vous prie non seulement de me communiquer le résultat de votre choix, 
mais aussi d’agréer les assurances, &c. 


(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 


Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
oc Sc. Sc. 





(Translation) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, May 9, 1829. 


AFTER having maturely considered the Articles which you have drawn 
up, to be annexed to the Convention of the 23d November, 1826, which fixed 
the period of the final abolition of the Slave-trade, I have the honour to com- 
municate to you the result of my observations, which is as follows :— 


Ist. That the Preamble ought to specify, in a more precise manner, the 
object of the Arrangement which we propose to conclude ; namely, to ensure 
the return of Brazilian Vessels, which, at the moment of the definitive abo- 
lition of the Slave-trade, shall be found, bond fide, engaged in the traffick. 


2d. That the 2d Article ought to be the 1st, with the omission of all that 
part which is contained between the words “ as an extension of the period,” 
and those ‘ treated as Piracy,” because I deem it is useless to repeat a 
Clause which is contained in the 1st Article of the Convention of 23d Novem- 
ber, 1826. 


3d. That the 1st Article be substituted for the 2d, with the addition of this 


phrase, “ after the 13th day of March, 1830,” which I think indispensable, 


in order accurately to determine the period at which the Arrangement in ques- 
tion ought to commence to be put into execution on the part of Brazil and of 
Great Britain. , 


After these observations, I have drawn up a Counter-Projet, which [ have 
the honour to transmit to you, herein enclosed; and if you approve of it, 
as I trust you will, I am ready either to sign it with you, sw spe rati, or to 
agree that it may be sent to Rio de Janeiro, to be there signed, in case it 
should merit the approbation of the Government of His Imperial Majesty. 

Itis for you, therefore, my Lord, to choose one of these means of arrange- 
ment; and I beg vou not only to communicate to me the result of your 
choice, but also to receive the assurances, &c. : 


(Signed) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 
His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, ; 


Se. | Ge. &c. 
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Enclosure in No. 40. 


Brazilian Counter-Projet of Arrangement between Great Britain and 
Brazil, for the suppression of illegal Slave-trade. 


HIS Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and His Majesty The Emperor of Brazil, having thought fit to agree 
upon the following further Arrangement, additional to the Convention con- 
cluded at Rio de Janeiro, on the 23d of November 1826, in order to secure 
the return of such Brazilian Ships as should sail from any of the Ports in 
Brazil, up to the 13th of March of the Year 1830, inclusive, to those Ports on 
the Coast of Africa, South of the Equator, and which may consequently be 
engaged in the Slave-trade, on the above said 13th day of March 1830, which 
is the period fixed in the before-mentioned Convention for the final abolition 
of this tratlick, have, for this purpose, named Their Plenipotentiaries, that is 
to say, &c. &e. 

Who, after having exchanged their respective Full Powers, and found them 
to be in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles :—~ 


Art. 1.—The Two High Contracting Parties agree, that, in order to 
afford time for the completion of the Voyages of such Brazilian Vessels as 
shall, dond fide, have set sail before the 13th of March 1850, from the Ports of 
Brazil, for those parts of the Coast of Africa, to the South of the Equator, 
where the Slave-trade is permitted to be carried on by the Subjects of Brazil, 
and shall be legally employed therein, according to the Provisions of the 
Treaties and Conventions between the two Countries, the term of 6 Calendar 
Months, dating from the said 13th of March 1830, shall be allowed for the 
return of such Vessels to Brazil. 


ART. 2.—It is further agreed between the Two High Contracting 
Powers, that every Brazilian Merchant-vessel which, after the said 13th 
day of March 1830, shall be found hovering or sailing near the Coast of 
Africa, to the North of the Equator, within the distance of 1 geographical 
degree to the Westward of the said Coast, where, by the Treaties and Con- 
ventions subsisting between the two Countries, the Slave-trade is prohibited 
to the Subjects of His Majesty The Emperor of Brazil, or which, after the 
above-mentioned 13th day of March 1830, shall be found at anchor within any 
of the Rivers, Gulphs, or Creeks of those Coasts, or on any part of the said 
Coasts, within the distance above specified, may be lawfully detained, pro 
vided that, in the equipment of such Vessel, there shall be found any of the 
particulars hereinafter mentioned, namely :— 


ist. Having her hatches fitted with open gratings, instead of close hatches, 
as usual in Merchant-vessels, 


2d. Having more divisions or bulk-heads in the hold, or on deck, than 
necessary for 'Trading-vessels. 


3d. Having on board spare plank, either actually fitted in that shape, or 
fit for readily laying a second or moveable deck, or Slave-deck. 


4th. Having on board shackles, bolts, or handcuffs. 


. 


5th. Having on board an unreasonable quantity of water in casks, or in 


tanks, more than suilicient for the consumption of her Crew as a Merchant- 
vessel. 


6th. Having on board an unreasonable number of water-casks, or other 
vessels for holding water, unless the Master shall produce a Certificate from 
the Custom-House from the Place from which she cleared outwards, statin 
that a suflicient security had been given by the Owners of such Vessel that 
such extra quantity of casks, or other vessels, should only be used for the 
reception of palm-oil, or other lawful commerce. 


7th. Having on board a greater quantity of mess-tubs, or kids, than requi- 
site for the use of her Crew as a Merchant-vessel. 
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8th. Having on board two or more copper boilers, or even one of an un- 
reasonable size, larger than requisite for the use of her Crew as a Merchant- 
vessel. 


gth. Having on board an unreasonable quantity of rice or farinha (flour 
of the manioc of Brazii, or of Cassada), or maize, or Indian corn, beyond 
any probable requisite provision for the use of her Crew; and such rice, 
flour, maize, or Indian corn, not being entered on the Manifest as part of 
the Cargo for trade. And the proof of these, or of any one or more of these 
several indications shall be considered as prima facie evidence of the 
actual employment of such Vessel in the Slave-trade, and, unless rebutted by 
satisfactory evidence, upon the part of the Master or Owners, that such Vessel 
was otherwise legally employed at the time of her detention or Capture, such 
Vessel, together with the goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same, 
shall thereupon be condemned and declared lawful Prize. 


Art. 3.—The two High Contracting Parties finally agree and declare, 
that the two preceding Articles shall be held to be annexed to, and to form 
part of, the Convention of the 23d of November 1826, as firmly and effectually 
as if they had been inserted word for word in the said Convention. 


These Articles shall be ratified, and the Ratifications exchanged at 
within Months from the date hereof, or sooner, if possible. 


In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the same, 
and have affixed thereto the Seal of their Arms. 


Done at : the 


(.. s.) (Ls.) 





No. 41. 
The Viscount @ Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


My orp, Park Crescent, ce 22 Mai, 1829. 


COMME je dois écrire demain à mon Gouvernement, et lui dire quelque 
chose de définitif sur le Projet de Convention, que nous discutons, je vais 
vous prier de vouloir bien m’informer si vous adoptez le Contre-Projet, que 
je vous ai adressé le 9 de ce Mois; et si nous devons le signer ici, ou le 
transmettre à Rio de Janeiro pour y subir un dernier examen de la part du 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale. 

En attendant une réponse à cette demande, j'ai l'honneur d’être, &c. 


(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'ITABAYANA. 


Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
&e. &e. &e. 





(Translation.) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, May 22, 1829. 


_ BEING desirous of communicating to my Government, to which I must 
write To-morrow, something positive concerning the Projet of the Con- 
vention, which we are now discussing, I beg you will have the guodness to 
inform me, whether you approve the Counter-Projet, which I sent to you on 
the 9th Instant, and whether we are to sign it here, or transmit it to Rio de 
Janeiro, to be submitted there for the final examination of His Imperial 
Majesty’s Government. 
Waiting a reply to this enquiry, I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 


His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, | 


&e. fe. &e. 
12 
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No. 42. 
Lord Ponsonby to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 12.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, March 23, 1829. 
I HAVE had the honour to explain to your Lordship my reasons 


for delaying for a short time, writing to the Imperial Government, con- 
cerning the Brazilian Vessels, detained by British Cruizers on the Coast 
of Africa, the Decisions of the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone upon their 
Case, and the Representations made to His Majesty’s Government by the 
Viscount d'Itabayana, respecting an extension of the period fixed for the 
final abolition of the Slave-trade. 

I now enclose a Copy of my Note to the Marquis of Araeaty, in which |, 
repeat what your Lordship had furnished me with upon those subjects. 


I have the honouw to be, &c. 
(Signed) PONSONBY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 1. ; 
&e.  &e. Se. 





Enclosure in No. 42. 
Lord Ponsonby to The Marquis of Aracaty. 


Bio de Janeiro, March 8, 182% 


THE various subjects which have been in question between His Britannick 
Majesty’s Government and the Viscount d’Itabayana, concerning matters 
arising out of the necessary proceedings in execution of the Conventions and 
Treaties concluded between His Majesty’s Government and the Government 
of Brazil, for the regulation, and, finally, for the abolition of the Slave-trade, 
are, no doubt, perfectly well known to his Excellency the Marquis of 
Aracaty, &c. through the channel of the Brazilian Minister at the Court of 
London ; and the Undersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Envoy, &c. has had 
the honour verbally to acquaint his Excellency, that His Britannick Majesty’s 
Government have found themselves obliged to deny the justice of the claims 
and arguments of M. d’Itabayana, and to decline giving their consent 
to his Proposals. But circumstances have made it necessary for the Under- 
signed to enter at large into the exposition of the grounds upon which the 
British Government have so decided, and also to place, clearly and unequivo- 
cally, before the eyes of the Imperial Government, the precise statement of 
the decisions themselves, which have been taken by His Majesty’s 
Government. 

The Viscount d’Itabayana addressed 3 Notes, dated March 3d, 1828, 
to the Earl of Dudley, in which demands are made by the Viscount, for 
payment of Indemnities, which he states have been actually awarded by the 
Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, but refused by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and the Viscount encloses Copies of the Sentences of the said Commis- 
sioners in justification of his demands. ia 

It is fortunate that M. d’Itabayana has done so, for it is only necessary to 
lock at the Enclosures in the Viscount’s own Notes, to perceive how grossly 
those Documents have been misinterpreted by him, and it will be impossible 
to deny that, in the Case of the “ 4etivo,” the Sentence of the Commissioners. 
awards only Indemnities to the amount of £256 2s. 8d., whilst it expressly 
states, that the Captors shall only be sentenced to pay the additional sum of 
£9,983 15s. Od. provided the British and Brazilian Governments agree 
and declare that the said sums ought to be paid according to the intent and 
meaning of the said Convention, and not otherwise. 

Exactly in the same manner, in the Case of the “ Perpetuo Defensor,” 
the Commissioners have awarded a total of 2351 10s. Od. to the Claimants ; 
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but as there was evidence of a similar breach of Treaty in both Cases, by | | 
| the Vessels in question, the payment ofthe further Indemnities to the amount || 
of £1,382 9s. 8d., and 79,716§000 Reis, was made to depend upon a subse- | 
quent Agreement between the two Governments. li] 

The Undersigned is instructed, therefore, to state, that it is with unfeioned | 
| surprizé that His Majesty’s PT, regards the demands made by the Vis- | | 
count d’Itabayana, in his Notes of the 3d of March,—that the British Govern- | 
ment should pay the sums of £256 2s. 8d. in the Case of the “ Active,” and | 
of £351 10s. Od. in the Case of the “ Perpetuo Defensor,” both of which | 
sums had actually been paid to the Claimants, previously to the date of the 
Viscount’s Notes, and that he should also have put forward a demand for 
payments, which are expressly ordained, according tothevery Documents relied 
on by the Viscount, to be suspended. 

The Undersigned has further to state, that it is not the fault of the British 
Government that the Agreement in question has not been concluded with the 
Government of Brazil: it was officially, and earnestly, pressed for by His 
Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, in the Months of July and December 
1827, and again in June 1828, but Mr. Gordon’s repeated Representations 
have been left unnoticed by the Brazilian Government, of which fact it is 
not necessary to remind his Excellency the Marquis of Aracaty. 

The Viscount d'Itabayana addressed a Note, dated March 3d, 1828, to the 
Earl of Dudley, enclosing a Copy of the Sentence issued by. the Panter of 
| Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, in the Case of the Brazilian Brig 
“ Hiroina,”’ by which Sentence that Vessel and her Cargo were condemned 
| as good and lawful Prize, as having, whilst on a Voyage of Slave-trade, been 
found and captured off the Port of Lagos, whieh is to the North of the Equator, 
in direct contravention of the Imperial Passport under which the Vessel 
sailed, and under which she was bound to enter solely those Ports and Places 
where the Slave-trade is permitted, and in opposition also to the true intent 
and meaning of the 2d Article of the Convention of July, 1817, between Great 
Britain and Portugal, defining the Limits within which the Slave-trade is 
permitted to the Subjects of Brazil. 
| The grounds upon which the Viscount impugns the Sentence, and claims 

Indemnity, in the Case of this Vessel, are, 1st, that the infringement of the 

Passport was not an infringement of the Convention under which she was 
| condemned ; and, 2dly, that the 6th Article of the Convention, and Ist of 
the ditional te. forbid, in the most absolute manner, he Capture 
of Brazilian and British Wessel: excepting where Slaves are actually on 
board. 

With respect to the Ist point, it is to be observed; that it cannot be 
denied that the Passport is a part, and a material part. of the Regulations of 
the Convention; and, the Passport having been infringed, it is impossible to 
| maintain that he Gdaivention itself was not infringed by the act in question. 
| - Upon the 2d point, it is admitted, that the 6th Article of the Convention, 
and the Ist of the Additional Instructions, positively forbid the Capture of 
any Vessels not having any Slaves aetually on board; but this, however, is 
not the whole of the Case. 

The Brazilian Government themselves have departed, in respect to Passports, 
both from the spirit and the letter of the original Convention, not only by 
allowing their Subjects to infringe with impunity the Stipulations of the 
the Convention, with respeet to the Passports actually granted to them, but 
by issuing Passports for Slave-trading, containing provisions directly at 
variance with the terms to which the Brazilian Government were bound, under 
the Convention, to adhere, in respect to the issue of those Tecate: and 
| when His Majesty’s Representative in Brazil remonstrated, by order of his 
| Court, with the Government of that Country, both upon the impunity with 
i which Brazilian Subjects are allowed to infringe the Treaty in respect to 

Passports, and upon their own infringement of the Convention, in the 
promulgation of Licenses, which that ‘[nstrument did not authorize, the 
Brazilian Government deninied to apply a specifick remedy of their own to 
either of these abuses, but replied, by suggesting to the British Government, 
in the Note of M. de ‘Barbosa, of the 5th of October 1825, that the ‘said 
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abuses micht be dealt with under the Treaty, by which,” M. de Barbosa 
states, “ means are offered for preventing the illicit trade in Slaves, and that 
every measure therein established might be applied for the purpose in 
question.” 

His Majesty s Government had then no alternative; it was impossible that 
they should construe the declaration of M. de Barbosa, as an avowal of the 
determination of the Brazilian Government, that the Convention should be 
broken, and that no penalties should ensue. 

They accordingly construed it in the only sense in which, as a declaration 
from a Friendly Power, it could reasonably be understood, namely, that, al- 
though it suited the convenience of the Government of Brazil, in its rela- 
tions with its own Subjects, to give a latitude to the Convention in one way, 
by permitting their Slaving-vessels to touch at Points where the Slave-trade 
was not permitted, they were ready to admit, on the other hand, that if Ships 
should be found under circumstances which proved the intention to infringe 
the Convention, at those points, the penalties of the Convention might be 
applied to such Cases. 

The penalties of the Convention are, those ef Capture and Condemnation, 
and the British Government, upon the receipt of the declaration of M. de 
Barbosa, gave orders accordingly to the British Commissioners and Cruizers, 
to use the latitude thus given to the meaning of the Convention; and under 
those orders Vessels have been captured, and Cases of Condemnation have 
taken place ;—such as are complained of, in the Note of the Viscount d’Ita- 
bayana, in the Case of the  Æiroma.” 

To have acted in any other manner would have been to acquiesce in a vir- 
tual extinction of a part of the Convention, in one of the most important Pro- 
visions for preventing the Slave-trade, North of the Line. 

His Majesty’s Government, therefore, cannot admit the Claim for Indemnity, 
which has been brought forward by the Viscount d’Itabayana, in the Case of 
the “ Hiroina,” condemned justly, as the British Government contend, for 
infringing the conditions of the Treaty, in her having, while on a Slave- 
trading Voyage, proceeded, for purposes of Slave-trade, to Pomts where, by 
the Treaty, the Slave-trade is not permitted. 

If the Brazilian Government object to the view taken on the subject by the 
British Government, they have it always in their power to bring about a 
restoration of the stricter practice, by returning themselves to the strict terms 
of the Convention. The most effectual way, however, of putting an end to 
all risk of future misunderstandings, on the points on which differences have 
arisen, as to the interpretation of the Treaty, will be by agreeing to an Article, 
such as has been already urged upon the Brazilian Government, in relation 
to those very Cases, and such as has been concluded by the Government of 
the Netherlands ; for subjecting Vessels to Capture and Condemnation, when- 
ever furnished with equipments evidently for Slave-trade, and met with in 
Latitudes which none ever frequent, excepting for purposes of illegal Slave- 
trade. 

In his Note, dated 26th of August 1828, M. d’Itabayana made 2 Propo- 
sitions on the part of the Brazilian Government: 

Ist. To defer the period of the final abolition of the Slave-trade, in the 
Empire of Brazil. 

2d. To appoint a Special Commission, either in London, or at Rio de 
Janeiro, for the purpose of revising the Judgments pronounced by the En- 
glish Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and alleged to be in contravention of 
the Treaties of 22d of January 1815, and 28th of July 1817. 

The Viscount d’Itabayana prefaced these Propositions, with the allegation, 
that, in concluding a Convention for the final abolition of the Slave-trade, at 
the expiration of 3 Years, it had been the intention of the respective Govern- 
ments to terminate, in the interval, the numerous matters relating to Indemni- 
ties, said to be due to Brazilian Subjects, upon Cases of Slave-trade Captures, 
under the Treaties of 1815 and 1817. 

Upon this allegation, the Earl of Aberdeen observed, that while His Ma- 
jesty’s Government will always be desirous of doing justice with the least 
possible delay, to all valid Clanns, he was not aware of any pledge having been 
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given to do this within the time specified by M. d’Itabayana, and that, upon 
a careful reference to the Protocols of the Conferences of the Plenipotentiaries, 
during the negotiation of the Treaty, he finds, that, although reasons do cer- 
tainly appear to have been urged by the Brazilian Plenipotentiary, for desiring 
au extension of the term of 3 Years, then agreed upon, no such ground as that 
mentioned by the Viscount, was at that time brought forward on the part of 
Brazil. 

The Earl of Aberdeen added, that it could not be necessary to renew to 
the Viscount d’Itabayana any assurances of the anxiety which has long been 
eutertained by Efis Majesty’s Government, and which has been so largely 
participated in by the People of Great Britain, to hasten the complete abo- 
lition of this abominable traffick, nor to call to the Viscount’s recollection the 
great and numerous sacrifices made in the pursuit of this great object. 

The very notion expressed, of an extension of the period for which it is 
still permitted to endure, could not fail to be most unwelcome to every 
Friend of humanity, and that he (Lord Aberdeen) was bound to declare to the 
Viscount d’Itabayana, that he could not hold out to him any expectation that 
His Majesty’s Government can consent to any extension of the term fixed by 
the Treaty for the final abolition of the Slave-trade. 

To the proposition of M. d’Itabayana, for the establishment of a Special 
Commission, the British Government sees great and insuperable objections. 

By the 8th Article of the Treaty of the 28th of July 1817, the Judgments 
pronounced by the Commission, are declared mot to be subject to any Appeal. 
it is indeed provided, by the 12th Article of the Regulations annexed to the 
Treaty, that when the Parties interested shall imagine that they have cause 
to complain of any evident injustice, on the part of the Mixed Commission, 

-they may represent it to their respective Governments, who reserve to them- 
selves the right of mutual Correspondence, for removing, when they think fit, 
the Individuals who compose the Commissions. 

His Excellency the Marquis of Aracaty, will have seen, in the preceding 
Pages of this Note, the detailed exposition of the fallacious grounds upon 
which the Viscount d’'Itabayana rested his complaints to His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, of the Cases which the Viscount brought before them ; and his Ex- 
cellency’s Government, observing the scrupulous adherence of the British 
Government, to the principles and practice of substantial justice, will neces- 
sarily find this Answer highly satisfactory. The Viscount d'Itabayana, how- 
ever, in a Note, dated 17th of November 1828, urged the reconsideration of 
the Answer given by the British Government to his preceding Notes, and 
in urging that reconsideration, has pursued a course which justly excited the 
astonishment of the British Government, by his extraordinary misconstruc- 
tion of the Note presented by the Brazilian Plenipotentiaries at Rio de Ja- 
neiro to the Pleuipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty, on the 23d of November 
1826, upon which the Viscount founds his present application, and upon 
which he appears disposed to claim for Brazil a release from her obligations 
under the Convention. . 

It was the manifest object of the Plenipotentiarics, in that passage of their 
Note, to which the Viscount d’Itabayana specifically refers, but which, it 
must be permitted to remark, he has not quite perfectly quoted, in his Note 
ot the 17th November 1828, to point out two contingencies, by which the 
Stipulations of the Convention, then about to be concluded between Great 
Britain and Brazil, were liable to be frustrated, to the prejudice of Brazil, by 
the acts of other Countries, against which contingencies the Plenipoten- 
tiaries were accordingly desirous, it possible, to obtain some security. The 
contingencies here adverted to, by which Brazil was apprehensive that the 
Stipulations of the Convention, advantageous to the commerce of her Subjects, 
were liable to be rendered null and of no effect, would arise, as the Plenipo- 
tentiaries stated (and «us was indeed obvious) either if Portugal should pro- 
hibit the Slave-trade in her Ports on the Coast of Africa (to which Ports 
alone South of the Line, it was limited by the Convention;) or “if the 
Cruizers of other Nations should be disposed to interrupt the traffick, in 
virtue of Treaties on that subject with Great Britain.” . 

Against these liabilities, the Brazilian Plenipotentiaries went on to ask of 

13 





















































50 BRAZIL. 


Great Britain, some guarantee, a request which it is hardly necessary to add, 
was not, and could not, be complied with. 

[t is dificult to imagine that the Viscount d'Itabayana seriously attributed 
his inoperative Paper the force of a qualifying Article to the Convention, 
to set up as a coinminatory Clause, by virtue of which Brazil is to have 
the right, if she pleases, to cancel the solemn obligation of Treaty, and merely 
prefatory ‘* observation,” for such is the name given to it by the Plenipo- 
tentiaries themselves (introductory to an application which was itself not com- 
plied with,) or that he can deliberately maintain that the Seizure by British 
Cruizers, of Brazilian Vessels trading within Limits distinctly prohibited by 
the Convention, is one of the Cases foreseen and described in a Paper, which, 
in point of fact, has no reference but to the permitted trade, South of the Line; 
and in which Paper no allusion at all is made to British Cruizers. 

If it were possible to entertain any doubts as to the true import of the 
Note of the Brazilian Plenipotentiaries, they will be dissipated by a refer- 
ence to the Answer returned to it, within a few days after its presentation by 
the British Plenipotentiary. In that Answer, to which the Brazilian Pleni- 
potentiarics would unquestionably have demurred, if it had contained an erro- 
neous exposition of their sentiments, Mr. Gordon speaks of the Passage 
(which is so strangely misunderstood by the Viscount d’Itabayana) as ex- 
pressing the apprehension of the Brazilian Plenipotentiaries, “ that the Stipu- 
lations of the Convention may become null and void,” if the Cases to which 
they adverted, should arise; and he describes the second of those Cases to be 
“the interruption of the ¢raffek (that is, the traffick sanctioned by the Con- 
vention, te the South of the Line)” by Spanish or American Cruizers, in 
virtue of their Treaties with Great Britain. 

With respect to the particular danger. from the Cruizers of other Nations 
here alluded to, bis Excellency need not be informed that, at the time of 
the conclusion of the Convention, a serious doubt existed, and was referred to 
in the discussions between the Plenipotentiaries, whether, after the separa- 
tion of Brazil from Portugal, any legal Slave-trade could be carried on at all, 
from any of the Portuguese Ports of Africa, and that the permission to carr 
on that trafäck at those Ports, South of the Line, which was reserved to Por- 
tugal in her Treaties with Great Britain, was conceded to her at the Congress 
of Vienna, on the ground of the necessity of supplying the deficiency of 


)opu= 
lation in the Brazils as Colonial Possessions of Portugal: when, Fear Le 
the Colonial character of Brazil was extinguished, it might be maintained 
that the traffick itself, so reserved to Portugal on that special ground, was 
extinguished too, and Vessels attempting to carry it on, were obviously liable 
to be interrupted by the Cruizers of Nations, not Parties to the Compact be- 
tween Great Britain and Brazil; and it may be remarked, asa consequence 
of this view of the question, that the iegalization of the Brazilian Slave-trade 
ior the period of 3 Years, was to be considered in the light of the concession. 
of a new privilege, rather than as the limitation of an existing right. 

The second proposition in the Viscount d’Itabayana’s Note is, for revising 
the Judgments pronounced by the English Commissioners at Sierra Leone, 
subsequently to the date of the Convention of 1826, and alleged to be in 
contravention of the Treaties of 22d January 1815, and of 28th July 1817. 

The British Government do not conceal the extreme surprize with which 
they received the proposition made by the Viscount d’Itabayana, that those 
Judgments shall be considered invalid and of no effect. 

It must be admitted, that it was not within the scope of the objects and 
intentions of the Convention of 1826, to abate or mitigate any thing of the 
Provisions of the ‘Treaties with Portugal, under which the Brazilian Slave- 
trade had, up to that period, been carried on, or to relax the Reeulations by 
which abuses of that trade were restrained; but that it was, on the contrary, 
the peculiar object of that Convention to carry still further the principle of 
existing Regulations, so far as they were binding on Brazil, by superadding 
to the Stipulations of the previous ‘{reaties with Portugal, a solemn and direct 
Stipulation for the early total abolition of that inhuman trafhick by Brazil. 
The first and great provision of the Convention of 1826, which forms the 
subject of Article 1, was followed by the declaration in. Articles 2 and 8 
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of the formal adoption by Brazil, upon her separation from the Kingdom 
ot Portugal, of those Stipulations of the previous ‘Treaties which “were” held 
to be (in the words of the Preamble) “binding on Brazil,” and it is accord- 
ingly declared in those Articles, that the High Contracting Parties adopt and 
renew the Provisions of the Treaties between His Britannick Majesty and 
The King of Portugal, of the 22d January 1815, and of the 28th July 1817, 
under which the Slave Courts were appointed ; and further agree, that all the 
matters and things contained in those Treaties, together with the Instructions 
and Regulations for the repression of illegal Slave-trade, shall be apphed 
muiatis mutandis to the said High Contracting Parties, and their Subjects, 
as effectually as if they were recited word for word in the Convention. 

The appointment of Mixed Commissions, in the form of those already 
established under the Treaty of 1817, (which is afterwards separately men- 
tioned in Article 4) was amongst the measures thus renewed and adopted. 

Whilst the two Governments were thus employed in giving more formal sanc- 

tion to Provisions acknowledged to be then in existence, and in adding other 
Stipulations, for eventually extinguishing the Slave-trade, it 1s not to be sup- 
posed that they intended by the same act, to suspend, for a certain period, the 
operation of any of the Provisions actually in force. 
_ It was obvious that considerable time must elapse before the New Commis- 
sions, for which they were providing, could come into operation. The selec- 
tion and appointment of the Members of these Commissions would naturally 
be attended with some delays, and still more would take place before the 
| Commissioners, after their appointment, could arrive at their distant Posts, 
and be in a condition to enter on the duties of their Office. 

It is impossible to believe that the two Governments could have intended, that 
whatever Ships and Cargoes should be seized in the interval, should be detained 
for investigation or judgment, for an indefinite period, to the certain destruc- 
tion of the property, and to the too probable destruction of every unfortunate 
Slave on board of Ships so circumstanced ; and it is not to be doubted that, 
if such a state of things had been considered liable to result from the Con- 
vention, some provision would have been introduced into that Instrument, 
specifically to guard against it. 

But no necessity for such provision did exist ; it was manifestly the under- 
standing of both the High Contracting Parties to the Convention of 1826, 
that the Commissions then existing under the Treaties with Portugal, should, 
until their functions were actually suspended, by the installation of the New 
Commissions, continue to exercise jurisdiction over Cases of illegal Slave- 
trade, in the same manner as they had done up to that period, without objec- 
tion on either side. Any other supposition would be at variance with common 
sense, and with the spirit and object of the Convention, 
= Itis the duty of the Undersigned to inform His Excellency the Marquis of 
Aracaty, that upon these grounds, the British Government distinctly declare, 
that they cannot acquiesce in eitber of the Propositions contained in the 
Note of the Viscount d’Itabayana, of the 17th November, 1828, addressed to 
the Earl of Aberdeen. 

His Excellency the Marquis will observe, that, in the preceding reply to 
the arguments, set forth in the Viscount @Itabayana’s Note of the 17th 
November, 1828, is contained an answer to the proposition made in the Note 
| which his Excellency himself addressed to Mr. Gordon on the 4th June, 
1828. - 
| 
| 
| 









































































It now remains for the Undersigned to recapitulate the points upon which 
His Majesty’s Government have given their decided answer to the propositions 
of the Imperial Government, made through the Brazilian Minister at the 
Court of London ; adding some few corroborating observations in passing. 

1st. His Britannick Majesty’s Government refuse to admit any modifica- 
tion of that Stipulation of the Convention of November 23d, 1826, whieh: 
limits the duration of the Brazilian Slave-trade to a period of 3 Years, subse- 
quent to the exchange of the Ratifications of that Convention ; a Stipulation, 
that marks the termination of that trade at the 13th March, 1830. AT 

2dly. His Majesty’s Government decline the propositions of the Brazilian 
Government, to establish a Commission for the revisal of all the Sentences, 
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which have been passed by the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone upot 
Brazilian Vessels. 

3dly. His Majesty’s Government maintain and uphold the validity of the 
Sentences pronounced by the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, between 
the period of the promulgation of the Convention of 1826, and that of 
the establishment of a Commission, purely British and Brazilian, at Sierra 
Leone. 

4thly. His Majesty’s Government, at the same time that they reminded 
the Brazilian Government, that, by the Treaties upon Slave-trade, (binding 
upon Brazil,) the Sentences by the Mixed Commissions under those Treaties 
are final, and without appeal, declared that, as the particular Sentences adverted 
to, in the Cases of the ‘* Activo,” ** Perpetuo Defensor,” and  Hiroine,” 
involved an extension of that principle in the Treaties, by which it was formerly 
held that the Sentences of the Mixed Commissions were limited ; His Majesty’s 
Government were willing and desirous, in respect to the points in question, 
to come to such an agreement with the Brazilian Government as should 
terminate the differences which had arisen, upon the subject of the application 
of the -principles involved in the Treaty ; and here it is necessary to state, 
that His Majesty’s Government are determined to adhere to the principles 
contained in the declaration which was made to the Portuguese Governnrent 
by His Majesty’s Representative, so far back as October, 1823, that “ no 
compensation whatever can be due te Traders, in cases of traffick carried on 
under circumstances which constitute illicit trade ; whilst, on the other hana, 
no condemnation of a Vessel ought to take place when the Capture is made 
at a Spot not absolutely within the bounds prescribed for Capture, by the 
Treaty.” 

If it should be observed, that this declaration, while it denies compensation 
to all Vessels found illegally trading, does not maintain their liability to con- 
demnation, excepting when found to the North'ot the Line, and that it does not 
therefore embrace the question, whether Vessels trading contrary to Treaty, 
by irregular Licenses, or by acting contrary to their proper Licenses, or by 
touching at Ports prohibited, or by otherwise infringing the Treaty, whether 
with, or without, Slaves on board, might, by the act of infringement of the 
Treaty, be considered as liable to capture under that Compact; His 
Majesty’s Government answer, that this point is settled by the declaration 
of the Brazilian Government themselves, who, declining to use their own 
means for punishing those of their own Subjeets, who should infringe the 
Treaty, left it to the British Government to repress the evil, by applying 
to those Cases the remedy which the Treaty between the two Countries fur- 
nished. 

The only remedy given to Great Britain, as applying to Brazilian Subjects, 
was, the penalty of Capture and Condemnation of the Vessel and Cargo 
engaged in the illicit trade. | 

His Majesty’s Government have so applied the Treaty to the Cases in 
question, and, until further arrangement between the two Countries shall 
take place upon the subject, these are the principles, and this the practice, 
that will be maintained by Great Britain. 

The Undersigned has the honour, &e. 
(Signed) PONSONBY. 
H. E. the Marquis of Aracaty, 
we, &e. Nae: 





le à ek A e 
No. 43. 


The Viscount d’ Itabayana to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Mytorp, Park Crescent, ce 16 Juin, 1829. 
PERMETTEZ moi de vous répéter par écrit les raisons, que je vous ai 

; y; Bios I ¢ : 
allépuées dans les différentes Conférences, que nous vénons d’avoir au sujet 
de la fixation d’un terme raisonnable, pour que les Batimens Brésiliens, qui, 
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au moment de la cessation finale de la traite des Nègres, se trouveraient en 
Voyage pour les Ports d'Afrique au Sud de l’Equateur, puissent retourner à 
ceux du Brésil sans être molestés par les Croiseurs Anglais destinés à em- 
pêcher le trafic en question. 

La fixation de ce terme a été proposée, Mylord, par les Plénipotentiaires 
de Sa Majesté Impériale à l’occasion de la signature de la Convention du 23 
Novembre 1826, au moyen d’une Note adressée au Plénipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 


jesté Britannique ; et comme le Ministère du Roi n’a pas fait une réponse. 


négative 4 cette Note, qui a été portée immédiatement à sa connaissance, le 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale a interprété ce silence comme un 
assentiment donné à la proposition des Plénipotentiaires de L'Empereur. 

Ces mêmes Plénipotentiaires ont déclaré, Myiord, par une seconde Note 
qu'ils ont remis au Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, au moment de 
la Signature de la Convention précitée ‘ que les Stipulations de cet Acte 
seraiént censées nulles et non avenues, si Ja traite des Nègres venait à être dé- 
fendue par le Portugal dans ses Colonies d'Afrique ; ou si les Croiseurs d’une 
Nation quelconque venaient à empêcher ce trafic, par suite des Traités con- 
clus avec le Gouvernement Britannique à cet effet.” 

Et quoique le cas qui s’est présenté ne soit pas précisément celui que les 


_ Plénipotentiaires ont signalé en seconde lieu dans leur déclaration, il n’est 


pas cependant moins vrai, Mylord, que les Corsaires de Buenos Ayres ont 
empêché les Sujets Brésiliens de faire la traite des Nègres pendant la plus 
grande partie du terme de 3 Ans, qui a été stipulé dans la susdite Convention 
pour la cessation finale de ce commerce : et si outre ces entraves, et les pertes 
énormes que lui ont causé les dits Corsaires, le commerce Brésilien venait 
à être molesté par les Croiseurs Anglais sur la Côte d'Afrique, à cause de la 
rédaction peu explicite de Article 1* de la Convention susmentionnée, on 
porterait à la prospérité du nouvel Empire une grande atteinte, qui blesserait 
en même tems les intérêts des Sujets de Sa Majesté Britannique, qui tra- 
fiquent avec le Brésil. 

Il convient donc à nos Gouvernemens respectifs, Mylord, d’obvier à ce 
double inconvénient, en fixant un délai raisonnable pour que les Bâtimens 
Nègriers Brésiliens, qui seraient en Voyage au moment de la cessation finale 
de la traite des Négres, c’est à dire, le 13 Mars, 1850, puissent retonruer aux 
Ports du Brésil sans être détenus par les Croiseurs de Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique: et comme le terme de 6 Mois, que je vous ai proposé, est celui qu’on 
peut raisonnablement fixer pour le retour des susdits Bâtimens, j'espère que 
vous voudrez bien en convenir, et qu’en conformité de l'Article 7% de la 
Convention du 28 Juillet, 1817, le Ministère du Roi donnera aux Croiseurs 
Anglais les Instructions nécessaires, à fin de mettre à couvert de toute déten- 
tion les Batimens Brésiliens, qui seraient, bond fide, employés dans la traite à 
l'époque susmentionnée du 13 Mars, 1830. 

Dans cette juste attente, je vous prie, Mylord, d’agréer les assurances, &c. 

(Signé) LE VICOMTE D'IFABAYANA. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
&c. &c. Se. 





(Translation.) 


My Lorp, Park Crescent, June 10, 1829. 


ALLOW me to repeat to you, in writing, the sentiments which I expressed. 
to you, in the different Conferences which we have lately held, upon the sub- 
ject of fixing some reasonable period, for enabling such of the Brazilian Vessels, 
as, at the moment of the final cessation of the Slave-trade, might happen to be 
on their Voyage to the African Ports, South of the Equator, to return to those 
of Brazil, without being molested by the English Cruizers, appointed to pre- 
vent the traffick in question. | 

The fixation of this period was proposed, my Lord, by His Imperial Ma- 
jesty’s Plenipotentiaries, at the time of signing the Convention of the 23d 
November, 1826, in a Note addressed to the Plenipotentiary of His Britan- 

14 | 
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nick Majesty ; and as The King’s Ministers did not return a negative answer to 
that Note, which was communicated to them immediately, His Imperial 
Majesty’s Government interpreted this silence into an approval of the Propo- 
sition made by The Emperor’s Plenipotentiaries. 

The latter, my Lord, have declared, by a Note, which they transmitted 
to the Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty, at the moment of signing 
the above Convention, “ That the Stipulations of that Act should be deemed 
null and void, if the Slave-trade should happen to be prohibited by Portugal 
in her African Colonies, or if the Cruizers of any Nation whatsoever, should 
impede that traftick, in consequence of Treaties concluded with the British 
Government to that effect.” 

And although the Case which las occurred be not precisely that alluded to 
oy the Plenipotentiaries, in a subsequent part of their declaration, still, how- 
ever, it is not the less true, my Lord, that the Privateers of Buenos Ayres have 
prevented Brazilian Subjects from carrying on the Slave-trade during the 
éreater part of the term of 3 Years, stipulated in the above Convention for 
the final cessation of that traffick ; and if, in addition to these obstacles, and 
to the prodigious losses which the Privateers in question have inflicted upon 
it, Brazilian commerce should be incommoded by the English Cruizers 
on the Coast of Africa, owing to the ambiguous wording of the 1st Article 
of the Convention just mentioned, the prosperity of the New Empire would 
be greatly affected, and the interests of His Majesty s Subjects, who trade 
with Brazil, could not fail to be at the same time much injured. 

It behoves, therefore, our respective Governments, my Lord, to obviate this 
two-fold inconvenience, by agreeing upon a reasonable delay, for the purpose 
of enabling sach of the Brazilian Slave-vessels, as shall happen to be on their 
Voyage at the moment of the final cessation of the Slave-trade, that is to say, 
on the 13th March, 1830, to return to the Ports of Brazil, without being 
detained by His Britannick Majesty’s Cruizers ; and as the term of 6 Months, 
which I have proposed to you, is that which may reasonably be fixed for the 
return of the above Vessels, I hope that vou will have the goodness to agree 
to it, and that, in conformity with Article 7 of the Convention of the 28th 
July 1817, The King’s Ministers will issue the necessary instructions to the 
English Cruizers, in order to secure against every detention such of the Bra- 
zilian Vessels as shall happen, bond fide, to be employed in the Slave-trade, 
iit the above-mentioned period of the 13th March, 1830. 
© In this just expectation, beg, my Lord, you will accept, &c. 


an (Signed) THE VISCOUNT D'ITABAYANA. 
His Excellency The Eart of Aberdeen, 
&e. &e. &e. 


a A 


No. 44. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, July 27, 1829: 
YOUR Lordship’s Despatches of the 24th February, and 23d March, re- 


lating to the Slave-trade, have been received. 

His Majesty’s Government have considered the request, which was referred 
to in the Note from the Marquis of Aracaty to your Lordship, of February 
13, 1829, as having been preferred by the Brazilian Legation in London, for 
the grant of a delay beyond the 13th of March, 1830, now fixed tor the abo- 
lition of Brazilian Slave-trade, so that Brazilian Slave-vessels, which were on 
their Voyage at that period, might return to Brazil without hindrance from 
His Majesty’s Cruizers; and I have to announce to you, that Instructions 
will be given, that Brazilian Slave-vessels met with at Sea on their Voyage 
homewards to Brazil, subsequently to March 13, 1830, shall not, on that 
account, be detained by His Majesty’s Cruizers, provided it shall appear, that 


the Vessels in question shall have left the Coast of Africa prior to the 10th of 
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February, 1830, on that Voyage homewards, in the course of which they were 
so met with. ë 

His Majesty’s Government trust that these Instructions which, with the 
view of meeting the wishes of the Brazihan Government, give the utmost 
latitude of interpretation, of which the Convention is held to be capable in 
that respect, will be satisfactory to the Brazilian Government, as affording a 
proof of the conciliatory intentions of this Country towards Brazil. 

A Copy of the Instructions will be sent to your Lordship as soon as they 
can be completed. lam, &c. 
(Signed) = ABERDEEN. 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, ' 7 
&e. &e. &c. 


Es) 


~ No. 45. 





Lord Ponsonby to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 30.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, May 23, 1829. 


_ I SPOKE to his Excellency the Marquis of Aracaty, of the evils arising 
from the liberation of the Officers of Slave-ships, under the Brazilian Flag, 
and the non-execution of the Alvarà of the 26th of January 1818, and of the 
Stipulations of Treaty, mentioned in your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 
20th of March last. 

The Marquis replied, that he was totally ignorant of the facts to which I 
referred: —I requested he would inguire into them, and I have since sent 
him the Nete, a Copy of which I have the honour to enclose. 
ual cannot flatter myself that this Government will take the necessary vigo- 
rous measures, but I will not fail to urge them to do so, with the utmost per- 


severance. . I have the honour to be, &c. 
+ nt A (Signed) PONSONBY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

Sas oe. &e. 


- P. S.—Since writing the above, I have received the Marquis’s Answer, 
a Copy of which I have the honour to enclose. 

I have not the means of furnishing his Excellency with the particular 
information he demands. 


. (Signed) PB: 





First Enclosure in No. 45. 


ah Lord Ponsonby to The Marquis of Aracaty. 
pil Rio de Janeiro, May 15, 1829: 


. THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to lay before his Excellency the 


‘Marquis of Aracaty, &c. the complaint of the British Government, that great 


encouragement is afforded to the illegal traffick in Slaves, from the circum- 


‘stance of Officers of Slave-vessels under. the Brazilian Flag, convicted of 
illegal practices (who are left at liberty, after conviction, to proceed whether: 
they please) returning to the same pursuit with perfect impunity ;, whereby: 


‘a set of Men is constantly furnished for the prosecution of illegal ‘Slave-trade, 


who are fitted by past experience, and local knowledge, to carry it on with the: 


the best chances of success. dure 
. Under the system now pursued, which leaves the Officers at liberty 1mme- 


diately after adjudication, it is no. unusual occurrence to sce them again em- 


»ployed in their vocation more actively than ever, of which. one instance: 


occurred at the close of the last Year, 1828. 


The Brazilian Government being bound to put down. illegal Slavertrade,. 
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and the Alvarà of the 26th of January 1818, having attached a specifick pu- 
nishment to the offence, (by subjecting the Persons guilty of it, to the penalty 
of 5 Years’ banishment to the Mozambique), His Britannick Majesty’s Go- 
vernment cannot doubt, that, upon the representations of the facts now com- 
plained of, and upon consideration of the mischief which actually results 
from the impunity of Offenders, immediate measures will be taken by the 
Government of His Imperial Majesty, for carrying the Stipulations of Treaty, 
and the Provisions of the above cited Decree, into full and rigorous effect. 


The Undersigned, &c. 





(Signed) PONSONBY. 
His Excellency The Marquis of Aracaty, 
Sc. &c. &c 
Second Enclosure in No. 45. (Translation.) 


The Marquis of Aracaty to Lord Ponsonby. 


Rio de Janeiro, May 18, 1829. 
AS the accusations which Lord Ponsonby, &c. makes, in his Note of the 15th 
Tastant, respecting the impunity with which he alleges that Persons, who, hav- 
ing before been apprehended in illicit traffick of Slaves, return again to the 
same employment, appear to me sufficiently vague ; I can only formally de- 
clare to him, that the facts stated are entirely unknown to the Imperial Govern- 
ment, which only authorizes the legal traffick, and that, if Lord Ponsonby 
would be pleased to have the goodness to indicate, in less general terms, the 
periods, the names of the Individuals, and the circumstances to which he 
alludes, he will see that the Government will not hesitate a single moment to 
punish the Transgressors, since the sentiments of humanity and philanthropy, 
by which they have constantly been gnided, in similar matters, are well 
known. The Undersigned has the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) THE MARQUIS OF ARACATY. 
Lord Ponsonby, 
Se. &c. &e. 


oo 


No. 46. 
Lord Ponsonby to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 30.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, May 23, 1829. 


Y HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 23d 
of March last, and the Enclosures accompanying it. 

The British Merchants here have expressed a strong anxiety to be informed 
of the intentions of His Majesty’s Government, as to the prolongation of the 
term at present fixed for the final abolition of the Slave-trade. 

It appears that the propositions made by the Brazilian Government have 
been disclosed, and it has been most confidently stated, that the term is to be 
prolonged for 6 Months after March 1830. 

The uncertainty in which cur Merchants are, upon this point, is considered 
highly prejudicial to them, and I have been strongly urged to give such infor- 
mation as might secure them against injury from it. 

E waited on his Exeellency the Marquis of Aracaty, and stated to him, that 
it was asserted that assurances had gone abroad from his Excellency’s Go- 
vernment, that the period, &c. was certainly to be prolonged ; and I asked 
him if it were true, therefore, that his Excellency’s Government have deter- 
mined to accede to the propositions made by His Majesty’s Government, to the 
Viscount d’Itabayana, upon their consent to which His Majesty’s Governmert 
had said they might be induced to receive for their consideration, propositions 
for the prolongation, &e. 
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His Excellency positively denied that he had made any disclosures of the 
sort, and, having spoken in support of the demand made by the Imperial Go- 
-verument, for 6 Months’ prolongation, he said he conceived the terms demand- 
ed by the British Government, viz. those terms which had been agreed to with 
the Government of the Low Countries, were too general, and might lead to acts 
of injustice towards Brazilian Vessels; he mentioned Cases (which might arise) 
in illustration of his position, and finally said, that the question being in pro- 
gress in England, a double negotiation could not be advantageous. 

I said I was not instructed to meddle with the matter, and that I only 
wished to be enabled to answer British Merchants, who desired information. 
I observed, that the Brazilian Merchants suffered equally with the 
British, from the uncertainty as to the determinations of the Government ; 
and that, if his Excellency had resolved what measures should be taken, it 
might be of use to all Parties to have it known, in as far as the nature of the 
case would permit. | 

I have replied to the Merchants who have spoken to me upon the subject, 
that it certainly is not true that His Majesty’s Government have consented 
to the prolongation of the term fixed for the final abolition of the Slave-trade : 
that it is true, His Majesty’s Government might be induced, upon certain 
conditions, to receive for their consideration, a proposition for prolongation 
for a strict and fixed period of time, but that it is impossible for me to state 
any thing that could give them (the Merchants) ground for believing, from 
what I could say, either that the period would be prolonged, or that it was 
impossible that His Majesty’s Government would consent to prolong it. 

The Merchants can easily learn, with no little certainty, what is the deter- 
mination of ¢his Government, upon this subject, and they are enabled to 
draw conclusions from that information as surely as [ could do. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) PONSONBY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. &c. Sc. 








No. 47. 
The Chevalier de Mattos to The Earl of Aberdeen. 
Mytorp, WV impole-Street, ce 4 Août, 1829. 


PAR le Paquebot arrivé dernièrement de Rio de Janeiro, j'ai recu encore 
l'injonction bien expresse de tout faire pour tranquilliser le commerce Bré- 
silien sur le sort futur de ceux de ses Batimens, qui, le 13 Mars, 1830, ot finit 
le terme de 3 Années complètes, fixé dans la Convention du 23 Novembre 
1826, pour l’abolition finale de la traite des Nègres, se trouveraient engagés à 
ce trafic dans les Ports d'Afrique, où il est permis jusqu’à l’époque susmen- 
tionnée ; et pour assurer leur libre retour aux Ports d’où ils seront partis. 

Des ordres si réitérés, et l’importance du sujet, me font espérer, Mylord, 
que vous excuserez très facilement l’impatience qui me porte à vous impor- 
tuner sur cette affaire, en vous priant de vouloir bien me mettre à même d’en- 
voyer à mon Gouvernement le plus tôt possible Pagréable nouvelle de votre 
entière accession à ses justes prétentions. 

Agréez, Mylord, les assurances, &c. 
(Signé) LE CHEV. DE MATTOS. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 


(use &c. Ye. 


(Translation) 


My Lorp, Wimpole-Street, August 4, 1829. 
BY the Packet lately arrived from Rio de Janeiro, I am again expressly 
directed to leave nothiug undone for tranquillizing the Brazilian Merchants, 
relative to the future fate of those of their Vessels which, on the 13th of March 
1830, the day oa which will expire the te:m of 3 Years, fixed in the Conr 
15 
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vention of the 23d of November 1826, for the final abolition of the Slave- 
trade, may happen to be engaged in that traffick, in those Ports of Africa 
where it is permitted until the period above-mentioned, and for securing their 
unimpeded return to the Ports whence they shall have sailed. 

The frequent repetition of these Orders, and the importance of the subject, 
induce me to hope, my Lord, that you will be inclined to excuse the impatience 
which impels me to trespass upon you on the present occasion, by requesting 
that you will be pleased to enable me to communicate to my Government, 
as soon as possible, the agreeable intelligence of your entire compliance with 


its just expectations. Accept, my Lord, the assurances, &c. 
(Signed) THE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS. 


His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
§c. Se. Ge. 





No. 48. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Chevalier de Mattos. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August, 6, 1829. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive the Letter, which you addressed to me 
on the 4th Instant, upon the subject of the construction to be given to that 
Stipulation of the Convention of the 23d of November 1826, whereby the 
Subjects of Brazil are prohibited trom carrying on the African Slave-trade 
beyond the 13th of March 1830. 

As a difference of opinion has arisen between the two Governments upon 
the strict meaning of the terms of that Stipulation, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have entered into the consideration of the subject, with a desire to meet 
the wishes of the Brazilian Government, so far as may be compatible with 
the Compact; and being of opinion that the utmost latitude of interpretation 
which can properly be applied to the words of the Treaty, will only allow a 
further time for the return of those Vessels to their Ports ot destination, which 
shall have sailed at such a period as to render it probable, from the usual 
duration of such Voyages, that, under ordinary circumstances, the expedition 
would be finally completed by the 13th of March 1830; His Majesty’s 
Government have come to the determination, that Instructions shall be given 
to His Majesty’s Cruizers, that Brazilian Slave-vessels met with at Sea on 
their Voyage homewards to Brazil, subsequently to the 13th of March 1830, 
shall not, on that account, be detained, provided it shall appear, that the 
Vessels in question shall have left the Coast of Africa, prior to the 10th of 
February 1830, on that Voyage homewards, in the course of which they were 
so met with. 

1 shall not fail to communicate to you the Instructions which may be 
prepared for the object above-mentioned, and in the mean time, I have the 
honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Chevalier de Mattos, 


&c. ee ot 





No. 49. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, August, 8, 1829. 


WITH reference to my Despatch, of the 27th Ultimo, on the subject of 
the period of the abolition of Brazilian Slave-trade, I transmit to your Lord- 
ship the accompanying Copy of a Letter, dated the 4th Instant, from the 
Brazilian Chargé d'Affaires in this Country, and of my Answer, dated the 6th 
Instant, by which you will perceive that I have announced to him, that such 
Brazilian Slave-vessels as shall have left the Coast of Africa, prior to the 10th 
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of February 1830, will not be molested by His Majesty’s Cruizers on their 
return Voyage, on account of being met with at Sea subsequently to March 
13th 1830. TI am, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 
&e. we: &e. 


À 


Non 50: 
The Chevalier de Mattos to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Mytorp, Wimpole- Street, ce 13 Août, 1829. 


JE m’empresse de repliquer à la Note que vous m'avez fait l'honneur de 
m'adresser le 6 de ce Mois, en me signifiant que d’après l'interprétation que 
le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique donne à la Convention conclue 
avec Sa Majesté L'Empereur du Brésil, le 23 Novembre, 1826, des ordres 
seraient expédiés aux Croiseurs Britanniques pour qu'ils laissent retourner li- 
brement aux Ports de leur destination, les Bâtimens Brésiliens par eux ren- 
contrés avec des Esclaves à bord, après le 13 Mars, 1830, pourvû que leur 
départ d’Afrique ait eu lieu avant le 10 Février, de la même Année. 

Après avoir mûrement pensé, Mylord, sur tout ce que vous avez établi à 
l'appui de cette interprétation, il m’a été impossible de la concilier avec 
l'esprit et la lettre de la Convention susmentionnée. 

Elle me semble contraire à l'esprit de cet Acte, parcequ’on y a stipulé que 
la traite pourrait être encore licitement continuée pendant 3 Années, à 
compter du 13 Mars, 1827, à fin d’obvier aux inconvéniens qui devaient 
nécessairement naitre de la cessation subite d’un commerce qui seul four- 
nissait au Brésil les bras indispensables à son agriculture ; ces 3 Années donc 
ne pouvaient être considérées que rois Années utiles pour le Gouvernement 
Impérial qui, malgré les sentimens philantropiques dont il est animé, aussi 


bien que celui de Sa Majesté Britannique, s’est toutefois réservé le droit d’em- 


ployer durant cette intervalle, parmi les autres moyens qu'il jugerait conve- 
nables pour sauver le Brésil d’une crise horriblement facheuse, celui de dé- 
livrer Passeports pour le trafic. | 

Déclarer, pourtant, saisissables ceux des Batimens Brésiliens employés à la 
traite, qui étant rencontrés par les Croiseurs de Sa Majesté Britannique, à 
leur retour pour le Brésil, ne prouveront pas avoir quitté VAfrique avant le 
10 Février, 1830, c’est refuser au Gouvernement Impérial l'exercice d’un 
droit, qui lui appartiendra, indépendamment de la Convention de 1826, 
jusqu’à larrivé du jour y fixé pour la discontinuation du même droit. Au 
lieu de 3 Années, complètes, mon Gouvernement n'aurait ainsi que 2 
Années et quelques Mois pour pourvoir aux besoins les plus pressans de lin- 
dustrie de l'Empire, et cela serait certainement, Mylord, une manifeste con- 
travention à l'esprit de la Convention. 

Ensuite, si l’on compare la. lettre de cet Acte avec l'interprétation proposée, 
on voit que celle-ci ne lui est pas moins contraire. Dans l'Article premier, it 
y a non seulement les mots, trois Années complètes, c’est à dire, {rois Années 

utiles, dés quelles il n’est permis de retraneher un seul jour ; mais encore ces 
autres, dans la Côte d'Afrique. Il est, par conséquent, de toute évidence, 
que l'obligation où vous voulez constituer les Batimens Brésiliens engagés à la 
traite de l’abandonner avant le 10 Février, 1830, est une anticipation de 
l'époque à laquelle, et seulement à laquelle, vous pourriez l’exiger. 

D'ailleurs, Mylord, PArticle 2%. de la Convention qu'il s'agit d'interpréter, 
met en pleine vigueur tous les Articles et dispositions du Traité conclû entre 
Sa Majesté Britaunique et Sa Majesté Le Roi du Portugal, le 22 Janvier, 
1815. L'Article 14 de ce Traité accorda au commerce Brésilien le terme de 
6 Mois, pour le libre retour des Batimens engagés a la traite des Nèores, 
dans les Ports d'Afrique au Nord de l'Equateur à l’époque où elle dévait y 

cesser d’après le Traité. Or cette époque, en ce qui regarde la Convention 
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de 1826, est le 13 Mars, 1830. Les 3 Années qui la précèdent ne peu- 
vent pas être regardées comme une concession dictée par l'équité en faveur 
du commerce Brésilien. C’est comme j'ai et déjà l'honneur de vous observer, 
le tems au bout du quel mon Gouvernement s’est obligé à céder le droit qu'il 
aura jusqu'alors de donner des Passeports pour Ja traite. 

dt si ce droit ne doit être illusoire ; si les Sujets de L'Empereur ne doivent 
être traités aujourd’hui avee plus de rigueur qu’ils ne Pont été à 1815, d’au- 
tant plus qu'il ne s’agit à présent d’une abolition partielle de la traite, mais 
totale et absolue ; si enfin, par l'Article 24 de la Convention de 1826, ils ont 
droit au même espace de 6 Mois pour terminer leurs spéculations légalement 
commencées avant le 13 Mars, 1830, vous sentirez, Mylord, qu'il m'est 
impossible de souscrire à l'interprétation donnée par le Gouvernement Bri- 
tannique à la Convention du 23 Novembre, 1626, quant à la fixation de 
l'époque jusqu’à laquelle les Batimens Brésiliens pourront prendre des Esclaves 
à la Côte d'Afrique, sans craindre d’être incommodés par les Croiseurs de Sa 
Majesté Britannique à leur retour pour le Brésil. Cette époque ne peut pas 
être antérieure au 13 Mars 1830 ; la Convention sur ce point n’est susceptible 
que d’une seule interprétation. 

J’ose me flatter, Mylord, que je n'aurai point à regretter le malheur de 
voir repousser une prétension si juste, comme celle que j'ai pour Ja première 
fois l'honneur de soutenir auprès de votre Excellence. 

Avec l'expression de ces sentimens, agréez, &c. 
(Signé) LE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
&e. oc. &e. 





(Translation. ) 


My Lorp, Wimpole-Street, August 13, 1829. 

I HASTEN to reply to the Note which you did me the honour to 
address to me, on the 6th of this Month, notifying to me, that, in conse- 
quence of the interpretation given by the Government of His Britannick 
Majesty, to the Convention concluded with His Majesty The Emperor of 
Brazil, on the 23d of November 1826, orders will be forwarded to the 
British Cruizers, to permit, after the 13th of March 1830, Brazilian Vessels 
met by them with Slaves on board, freely to return to the Ports of their des- 
tination, provided that their departure from Africa took place before the 10th 
of February, of the same Year. 

After having maturely reflected, my Lord, on all that you have stated in 
support of this interpretation, I have tound it impossible to reconcile it with 
the letter and spirit of the Convention above-named. 

It appears to me contrary to the spirit of that Act, because it is therein 
stipulated, that the Slave-trade might be still licitly continued during 3 
Years, reckoning from the 13th of March 1827, in order to avoid the incon- 
vemiences which must necessarily arise from the sudden cessation of a com- 
merce, which alone furnished Brazil with the hands indispensably necessary 
for its agriculture. These 3 Years, therefore, could not be considered but 
as three useful Years for the Imperial Government; which, in spite of the 
philanthropick sentiments which animate it, as well as that of His Britannick 
Majesty, nevertheless reserved to itself, during that interval, in conjunction 
with the other means which it might deem expedient for saving Brazil 
from a horribly disastrous crisis, the right of giving Passports for the 
Slave-trade. 

To declare, however, as seizable, those Brazilian Vessels employed in the 
Slave-trade, which shall be met by British Cruizers on their return to Brazil, 
and which could not prove that they quitted Africa before the 10th of February 
1830, is to refuse to the Imperial Government the exercise of a nght which 
belongs to it, independently of the Convention of 1826, till the arrival of the 
day therein fixed for the discontinuance of the said right. 

Instead of 3 complete Years, my Government will thus have but 2 Years 
and some Months, to provide for the most pressing wants of the industry of 
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the Empire, and that, most assuredly, my Lord, would be a manifest contra- 
vention of the spirit of the Convention. 

And, if the letter of that Act be compared with the proposed interpre- 
tation, it will be seen that that is not less at variance with it. In the Ist 
Article, there are not only the words éhree Years complete, that is to say, 
three useful Years, from which it is not allowed to cut off a single day, but 
also these other words, ‘‘ on the Coast of Africa.” It is therefore most evi- 
dent, that the obligation which you wish to impose on the Brazilian Vessels 
engaged in the Slave-trade, to abandon it before the 10th of February 1830, 
is an anticipation of the period at which, and solely at which, you could 
require it. 

Moreover, my Lord, the 2d Article of the Convention, the meaning of 
which | am now discussing, puts into full vigour all the Articles and Stipula- 
tions of the Treaty concluded between His Britannick Majesty and The King 
of Portugal, on the 22d of January 1815. The 1st Article of that Treaty 
allowed to Brazilian Merchants the space of 6 Months for the free return of 
their Ships engaged in the Slave-trade, in the Ports of Africa to the North of 
the Equator, at the period when, according to the Treaty, it ought to cease 


there. Therefore, that period, so far as regards the Convention of 1826, is 


the 13th of March 1830. The 3 Years which precede it, cannot be considered 
as a concession dictated by equity in favour of the Brazilian Merchants. That, 
as I have already had the honour to observe to you, Is the time at the expira- 
tion of which my Government has bound itself to cede the right which it 
will until then possess, to give Passports for the Slave-trade. " 

And if this right ought not to be illusory ; if the Subjects of The Emperor 
ought not now to be treated with greater rigour than was used towards them 
in 1815,—iuasmuch as it is not now the question, as to the partial, but total 
and absolute, abolition of the Slave-trade,—if, in short, by the 2d Article of 
the Convention of 1826, they have a right to the same space of 6 Months to 
finish their speculations, legally commenced before the 13th of March 1830 ; 
you will acknowledge, my Lord, that it is impossible for me to subscribe to 
the interpretation given by the British Government to the Convention of the 
23d of November 1826, as to the settlement of the period until which the Bra- 
zilian Vessels may take Slaves from the Coast of Africa, without the fear of 
being interrupted by the British Cruizers on their return to Brazil. That 
period canuot be prior to the 13th of March 1830. The Convention, on that 
point, is susceptible only of one interpretation. | 

I dare flatter myself, my Lord, that I shall not have to regret the mis- 
fortune of seeing the rejection of so just a claim as the one which, for the first 
time, I have the honour to submit to your Excellency. 

With the expression of these sentiments, receive, &c. 


(Signed) THE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS. 
His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
&c. ae: He, 
Now SF. 
= Lord Ponsonby to TheEarl of Aberdeen.--( Received Aug. 22.) 
My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, June 27, 1829. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 27th February 


Jast, I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that I have not been able 


to discover evidence to prove that any British Subjects resident in Rio de 
Janciro, are directly implicated, either as Principals, or Agents, in the trans- 
actions alluded to in the above Despatch. 

Your Lordship is aware that a vast amount of British nranufactures is: 
employed in the Slave-trade. There are few Merchants here who do not 
annually receive large shipments of goods adapted to that traftick ; and it is 
ealculated that one third of all British manufactures imported into this 
Harbour, consists in articles eventually used. in commerce with the Coast 


of Africa. — - $ Le 
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But [ have hitherto no grounds for supposing, that, further than this, any 
connection exists between British Subjects in Rio de Janeiro, and the Per- 
sons engaged in the Slave-trade. I have the honour tobe, &c. 


(Signed) PONSONBY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
aC; &C. &e. 


eng i St A ED 


No... 02. 


The Chevalier de Mattos to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


Wimpotle-Street, ce 10 Septembre, 1829. 
LE Soussigné, &c. ayant eG ’honneur de présenter à la considération de 
Son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen, &c. le 13 du Mois dernier, 
quelques unes des fortes raisons qui lui paraissaient s’opposer à l'interprétation 
donnée par le Gouvernement Britannique à la Convention du 23 Novembre 
1826, et que Son Excellence lui a signifiée par sa Note du 6 du même Mois, 
ne peut pas entretenir le moindre doute sur la manière favorable dont les 
susdites raisons auront été accueillies. Mais comme le Soussigné doit com- 
muniquer sans retard à son Gouvernement, le résultat de ses démarches pour 
la conclusion d’une affaire qui regarde de si près les intérêts du commerce 
Brésilien, il ose espérer que Son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen, 
voudra bien le mettre à même de s’acquitter de ce devoir par le prochain 

Paquebot. Le Soussigné, &c. 
(Signé) LE CHEV. DE MATTOS, 

Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
&e. &c. aoe 


(Translation.) 


WV impole-Street, September 10, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. having had the honour, on the 13th of last Month, 
to present, for the consideration of his Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, &e. 
some of the weighty reasons which appeared to him to be opposed to the 
interpretation given by the British Government to the Convention of the 23d 
November 1826, and which his Excellency has signified to him, by his Note 
of the 6th of the same Month, cannot entertain the least doubt of the favour- 
able manner in which the same will have been received. But as the Under- 
signed must, without delay, communicate to his Government the result of 
the steps taken, for the conclusion of a matter so nearly connected with 
Brazilian commercial interests, he ventures to hope that his Excellency 
The Earl of Aberdeen will be so obliging as to enable him to acquit himself 
of this duty by the next Packet. 

The Undersigned, &c. 


(Signed) THE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS. 
His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
&e. &e. KC; 





No. 53. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to The Chevalier de Mattos. 


Foreign Office, September 16, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has.the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Note addressed to him on the 13th Ultimo, by the Chevalier de Mattos, &c. re- 
newing the claim of the Brazilian Government, to carry on the Atrican Slave- 
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trade for a longer period than that to which, in the opinion of His Majesty's 
Government, it is limited by the Convention of the 23d of November 1826. 

After repeating arguments in support of this object, which the Undersigned 
considers himself to have conclusively answered on former occasions, and to 
which, therefore, he will not now furtlier advert, the Chevalier de Mattos puts 
forward a modified claim of his Government, founded on a construction of 
the Convention, which had not hitherto been brought distinctly under the 
notice of His Majesty’s Government; agreeably to which construction, the 
Chevalier de Mattos claims, for the Subjects of His Brazilian Majesty, the 
right of continuing to trade on the Coast of Africa until the 13th of March 
1830, and of thereafter proceeding unmolested with their Cargoes to Brazil. 

This new modification of the Claim of the Brazilian Government, with 
respect to the duration of the Slave-trade, has led to an attentive consideration 
of the language of that part of the 1st Article of the Convention, which speci- 
fically designates the traffick intended to be abolished; and a careful compa- 
rison having been made of the words of the English version, (upon which the 
arguments of the Undersigned have uniformly been founded) with those of 
the translation of the same Article in the Portuguese language, a difference 
of expression between the two versions has been observed, which the Under- 
signed has no hesitation in admitting does, in the Portuguese version, favour 
that interpretation of the Article, which has been adopted by the Chevalier 
de Mattos ;—the traffick which is called in the English text the “ African 
| Slave-trade,” and which is prohibited to be carried on after the 13th of March 
1830, appearing to be described in the literal sense of the corresponding pas- 
sage in the Portuguese version, as “ the trade in Slaves on the Coast of 
Africa.” 

Now, although the two versions of the Convention must be held to be of 
equal authority, yet the Government of His Britannick Majesty willingly 
seizes this opportunity of proving the sincerity of its desire to conciliate, as 
far as possible, the interests of the Brazilian Empire with the fulfilment of 
the conditions of the Convention, by giving to Brazil the benefit of a doubt, 
which may fairly be raised, as to the true meaning of the Stipulations of that 
Instrument. 
| Accordingly, the Undersigned has the honour to acquaint the Chevalier 
de Mattos, that Instructions will be forthwith issued to the Commanders of 
His Majesty’s Naval Forces, and to the other British Authorities whom this 
matter may concern, to apprize them that the trade in Slaves, according to 
the Compacts in force between Great Britain and Brazil, may be lawfully 
carried on by the Subjects of the latter Power, on the Coast of Africa, until 
the 13th of March 1830; and, consequently, that Brazilian Slave-ships, which 
shall be proved to have finally quitted the African Coast, on or before the 
said period, may be permitted to prosecute and finish their bond fide Voyages 
direct from Africa to a Port of Brazil, without incurring the hability of being 
‘treated as Pirates, under the Convention, in consequence of being found at 
| Sea, after the said period of the 13th of March 1830. 
| ; The Undersigned, &c. 

The Chevalier de Mattos, (Signed) ABERDEEN. 


&e &e. &e. 
| No. 54. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Arthur Aston, Esq. 


Sin; eo er Foreign Office, September 17, 1829. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, the Copies of Corres- 
ondence, which, since my Despatch to Lord Ponsonby, of the 8th of August 
fo has passed between the Chevalier de Mattos and myself, upon the sub- 
_ject of the construction to be put upon that Stipulation of the Convention with 

“Brazil, which regulates the period for the abolition of Brazilian Slave-trade, 
From this Correspondence you will perceive, that His Majesty’s Government 
have so far acquiesced in the arguments brought forward by the Chevalier de 
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Mattos, in support of the construction cl laimed on behalf of the Brazilian 
Gaverninent: as to consent that Brazilian Slave-ships, which shall be proved 
to have finally quitted the African Coast on or before the 13th of March 
1830, may be permitted to prosecute and finish their bond fide Voyages, 
nt from Africa to a Port of Brazil, without incurring the lability of being 
treated as Pirates, under the Convention, in consequence of being found at Sea 
after the period just mentioned. 
Tam, &e. 
Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
ee Oe 
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NOM: 
The Chevalier de Afattos to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


WV impole-Street, ce 26 Septembre, 1829. 

LE Soussigné, &c. a l’honneur d’accuser receptian de la Note qui lui a été 
adressée le 16 du Mois courant, par son Excellence Monsieur le Comte 
d’Aberdeen, &ce. contenant la lose à laquelle est venu le Gouvernement 
Britannique, sur l'affaire de la fixation d’une époque pour la cessation finale 
de la traite des Négres 4 la Côte d'Afrique, stipulée dans la Convention conclue 
entre le dit Gouvernement et celui du Brésil le 23 Novembre 1826, cette 
décision étant que les Sujets Brésiliens pourront licitement et librement con- 
tinuer la traite susmentionnée jusqu’au 13 Mars 1830. 

Après avoir dûment porté à la connaissance de son Gouvernement la Note 
de Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen, il ne resterait au Soussigné qu’ à remercier 
son Excellence de l'interprétation plus favorable qui vient d’être ainsi donnée 
à la Convention du 23 Novembre 1826, s'il ne se voyait pas dans la nécessité 
de faire observer, qu avant parcouru ae nouveau toute la Correspondance qui 
a et lieu sur ce sujet entre son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen et 
Monsieur le Vicomte d’Itabayana, 1] lui a été impossible d’y trouver aucune 
allusion à l'argument tiré de l’Ar idle 24. de la méme Convention et produit par le 
Soussigné dane sa Note du 13 du Mois dernier. Cet Article porte que les Hautes 
Par fee Contractantes, s'accordent à adopter et renouveler, Si efficacement 
comme s'ils étaient insérés mot pour mot dans la Convention dont il $'agit, tous 
les Articles et Dispositions du Traité, conclu entre Sa Majesté Britannique 
et Le Roi de Portugal, le 22 Janvier, 1815 

“L’Article 1 de ce Traité venant par conséquence à faire partie intégrante 
de la Convention de 1826, le commerce Brésilien qui est astreint à la rigueur 
des dispositions de cet Acte, ne ne doit pas être privé des avantages qu'il lu pro- 
portionne dans les 6 Mois convenüs pour la liquidation de toutes les spécula- 
tions rélatives à la traite des Nègres, commencées avant le 13 Mars, 1830. 

Ce n’est pas comme l’accomplissement d’une des Stipulations de la Conven- 
tion de 1826, que Monsieur le Vicomte d’Itabayana a réclamé, par sa Note du 
10 Février de l'Année courante, l’exécution de cette Clause en faveur de notre 
commerce; et le Soussigné ose penser que les raisons qui ont servi de base 
à la réponse négative Uoneeen à la réclamation de Monsieur d’Itabayana ne 
sont pas applicables au Cas en question. 

Quels que soient les motifs qui ont dicté l'Article 1% du Traité de 1815, 
VArticle 24: de la Convention de 1826, est tellement absolu et ex plieite, que le 
Gouvernement Britannique ne se refusera pas à ce qu'il soit mis aussi en 
pleine vigueur; et dans cette Juste attente, qui n’est pas fondée sur le précé- 
dent du ‘Fraité Portugais, mais sur la Chenin Brésilienne, le Soussigné 


prie, &e. (Signé) LE CHEV. DE MATTOS. 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
Se. &c. Xe. 





(Translation.) 


Wimpole-Street, September 26, 1829. 


TitE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Note, which was.addressed to him, on the 16th of the present Month, by 
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his Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen, &c. containing the decision ot 7 
the British Government, relative to the setthng of a period for the final 
cessation of the Siave-trade, on the Coast of Africa, stipulated in the 
Convention concluded between the said Government and that of Brazil, on 
the 23d November, 1826; that decision being that Brazilian Subjects may 
licitly and freely continue the Slave-trade, above mentioned, until the 13th 
March, 1830. 

After having duly laid before his Government the Note of the Earl of 
| Aberdeen, it would only remain to the Undersigned to thank his Excel- 
lency, for the more favourable interpretation which has thus been given 
to the Convention of the 23d November, 1826, did be not conceive 
himself bound to observe that, having again perused all the Correspondence 
which took place on that subject, between his Excellency the Earl of 
Aberdeen and the Viscount d’Itabayana, he has not been able to discover, 
therein, any allusion to the argument drawn from Article 2. of the same 
Convention, and introduced by the Undersigned, in his Note of the 13th of last 
Month. That Article sets forth, that the High Contracting Parties agree to 
adopt and to renew, as efficaciously as if they were inserted word for word 
| in the Convention in question, ali the Articles and Stipulations of the Treaty 
| concluded between His Britannick Majesty and The Aing of Portugal, on 
the 92d January, 1815. 

The 1st Article of that Treaty, forming in consequence an integral part of 
the Convention of 1826, the commerce ot Brazil, which is circumscribed by 
ihe rigour of the Stipulations of that Act, ought not to be deprived of the 
| advantages which the latter affords to it, by the 6 Months agreed upon for the 
| termination of all tbe speculations relative to the Slave-trade, commenced 
before the 13th of March, 1830, 
| It was not as the accomplishment of one of the Stipulations of the Conven- 
tion of 1826, that the Viscount d’Itabayana claimed, by his Note of the 10th 
| February, of the present Year, the execution of that Clause in favour of Bra~ 

zilian commerce; and the Undersigned ventures to think, that the reasons 

which served as the basis of the negative, answer given to the demand of the 

Viscount d’Etabayana are not applicable to the case in question, 

Whatever may be the motives which dictated the Ist Article of the Treaty 

of 1815, the 2d Article of the Convention of 1826 is so absolute and explicit, 
that the British Government will surely not refuse to allow it to be also put 
into full force; and, in that just hope, which is not founded on the precedent 
of the Portuguese Treaty, but on the Brazilian Convention, the Undersigned 


requests, &c. (Signed) LE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS, 
His Excellency. The Earl of Aberdeen, 


Dé: de. &e, 





No. 56. 





The Chevalier de Mattos to The Earl of Aberdeen. 
Wimpole- Street, ce 3 Octobre, 1829. 


LE Soussigné, &e. étant obligé par la teneur de ses instructions de suivre 
| “auprès du Gouvernement Britannique, les réclamations commencées par 
| Monsieur le Vicomte d'itabayana, sur le sujet des Batimens Bresiliens 
| illégalement capturés par le Croiseurs Anglais à la Côte d'Afrique; a 
| l'honneur de répliquer à la Note de son Excellence Monsieur le Comte 
| - d'Aberdeen, &e- adressée au même Vicomte le 2 Décembre 1828. 

| Le Soussigné s'empresse d'autant plus à remplir ce devoir, que la Note en 
| question, tout en ayant pour but d'atténuer les argumens qui prouvent 
| l'injustice de la saisie du Brick “ Hiroina,” doit être considérée comme la 
| pase de toute l'opposition manifestée par son Excellence Monsieur le Comte 
d’Aberdeen, contre les réclamations de plusieurs autres Batimens Brésiliens 
aussi injustement capturés, et condamnés par la Commission Mixte de Sierra 
Leone, Quant à ceux-ci, le Soussigné en parlera dans des Notes séparées. 
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Le Brick  ÆZiroina,” muni d'un Passeport, qui l’autorisait à faire Ja traite 
des Nègres dans le Port de Molembo, entrainé par les courants au Nord de 
l'Equinoxiale, et manquant entièrement des provisions, a été forcé de rélacher 
au Port d’Ajudà, où il fut capturé par la Frégate Anglaise ‘ Maidstone,” au 
moment ot il venait de le quitter. 

Non sculement le Capteur, mais aussi la Sentence qui a condamné ce 
Bâtiment, reconnurent qu'il n’avait point été trouvé avec des Esclaves à bord; 
ct par conséquent il n’était pas compris dans PArticle 6me de la Convention 
du 28 Juillet, 1817, qui, loin d’autoriser de semblables captures, les défend 
expressément. 

Son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen oppose à cela : 

10 Que le Passeport du Brick  Æfiroina, ne lui permettait pas d'entrer 
dans les Ports où le commerce d’Esclaves était prohibé, et que le Passeport, 
devant être considéré comme partie matérielle et réglémentaire de la Con- 
vention susmentionnée, toutes les fois qu’on y contrevenait, on. violait aussi la 
méme Convention. 

2° Que le Gouvernement Impérial s’était lui-même écarté de Pesprit et de 
la lettre de Ja Convention, en faisant insérer dans les Passeports qu’il 
accordait pour la traite, des Clauses qui facilitaient les moyens de lenfreindre; 
que, quand le Ministre Britannique à Rio de Janeiro lui remontra l'impunité. 
avec laquelle les Sujets Brésiliens faisaient illicitement le commerce d’Esclaves, 
Monsieur Barboza répondit, ‘ que le ‘Traité fournissait les moyens de sy 
opposer, et que chacune des mesures qu’il contenaitdevait être appliquée au cas 
de besoin,” et que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique,—interprétant 
cette réponse de la seule manière dont saurait raisonnablement le taire celui d’une 
Nation Amie, savoir, que quoiqu'il convenait au Gouvernement Impérial de- 
permettre aux Navires Brésiliens de toucher aux Ports où le commerce 
d'Esclaves avait été aboli, il était prêt à reconnaitre saisissables tous ceux qui 
paraitraient avoir Ne aus d’enfreindre le 'Traité,—s’est vii dans la nécessité 
d'expédier des nouvelles instructions à ses Croiseurs. 

Quant au principe que la contravention pure et simple du Passeport entraine: 
celle de la Convention, il suppose que le but qu'ont eû en vue les Hautes | 
Parties Contractantes, a été de prohiber toute communication, et conséquem- 
ment tout commerce, entre le Brésil et les Ports d’Afrique au Nord de 
PEquateur, quand c’est seulement la traite des Negres que les deux Gouverne- 
ments se proposèrent d’y défendre. Donc, pour qu’un Navire doive encourir 
les peines portées par la Convention, il ne suffit pas de prouver qu'il a été: 
trouvé dans un de ces Ports-là; il est absolâment essentiel qu'on puisse 
prouver aussi qu'il y faisait le commerce d’Esclaves, unique circonstance 
qui l’assujettit à la sévérité des peines respectives. 

Ce qui vient d’être observé devient encore plus frappant si l’on considère le: 
cas de force majeure, comme des vents contraires, des courants dangereux, le 
manque de provisions, et tant d'autres qu'il est impossible d'énumérer. On. 
ne peut pas exiger que Je Capitaine d’un Navire qui se trouverait dans une 
position pareille se soumit à périr lui et tout son équipage plutôt qu’ à chercher. 
du secours dans un Port voisin, seulement parceque ce Port était situé sur la 
Côte Africaine au Nord de lEquinoxiale. Si cela devait arriver, il s’en 
suivrait la plus étrange contradiction entre les sentimens philantropiques qui. 
ont dicté la Convention de 1817, et leur résultat, lequel serait une horrible. 
augmentation des souffrances humaines, et beaucoup trop souvent la destruc- 
tion des mêmes individus dont on s vest proposé de défendre les droits, et de. 
fixer le bonheur. 

Le Passeport est partie matérielle et réglémentaire de la Convention, 
uniquement en ce qu il ne peut nullement autoriser la traite des Nègres dans 
les Ports où elle a été abohe. Mais le Gouvernement Impérial ne pouvait 
jamais consentir à interdire aux Batimens Brésiliens l'entrée de ces Ports, soit 
pour sy ravitailler, soit pour tout autre objet, excepté la traite. Il est done 
impossible de soutenir que la violation du Passeport vaut autant que celle de 
la Convention, sans venir à des conclusions tout-à-fait inadinissibles. Ainsi. 
la question se eds à examiner si le Brick * Æiroina,” avait des Esclaves à. 
bord au moment de son arrestation, et le contraire a été formellement 
constaté, ( 
































Brazir, 67 


On a proposé au Gouvernement Brésilien, comme un moyen d'éviter à 
l'avenir ces discussions, l'adoption d’un Article à l'instar de celui qui a été 
conclu entre l'Angleterre et les Pays-Bas le 25 Janvier, 1823. Mais il est facile 
de voir la grande différence existante entre les circonstances des Pays-Bas et 
du Brésil. Le premier avait souscrit à une complète abolition de la traite, 
et ses Bâtimens par conséquent, ne pouvant alléguer aucun motif légal pour 
avoir l'équipement des Navires Négriers, devaient être considérés comme 
infracteurs du Traité respectif; tandis que l’autre, s'étant réservé le droit de 
faire la traite dans les Ports d'Afrique au Sud de l’Equinoxiale, il ponvait très 
facilement arriver, que les Bâtimens destinés à ce commerce licite, avant ou 
après avoir rempli leur but, fussent forcés de se trouver innocemment dans des 
Latitudes ou des Ports suspects, et de mettre ainsi en doute des projets qu'ils 
n’avoient point. Le Gouvernement Brésilien n’a pas accepté une telle 
proposition, et quand même la justice ne lui eût conseillé ce rejet, le sans 
nombre de questions qui s’en suivrait sur la légalité des prises, le ferait 
bautement. L'expérience, d’ailleurs, l’a bien justifié. 

Selon la Note de son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen, le 
Gouvernement Impérial s’est départi des obligations contractées avec le 
Gouvernement Britannique, en délivrant des Passeports pour la traite, avec des: 
Clauses contraires à l'esprit et à la lettre de la Convention. Mais comme on ne 
puisse pas prouver, que ces Passeports aient jamais autorisé la traite dans 
les endroits où elle avait été abolie, le Soussigné n’a rien à ajouter, à ce qu'il 
vient d'observer, par rapport à la première partie de la Note de Monsieur ie 
Comte d’Aberdeen, et rentre ainsi dans la question de savoir, si la simple 
déciaration de Monsieur Barboza contenait, ou pouvait contenir, une extension 
valable des conditions nécessitées par la Convention pour qu'un Bâtiment 
Négrier dût être considéré saisissable. 

Les paroles de la susdite déclaration, citées par son Excellence, ne contien- 
nent autre chose qu’un aveu solemnel de la ferme résolution où était le 


Gouvernement Impérial de faire respecter la foi des Engagemens pris avec: 


celui de Sa Majesté Britannique. De cette déclaration franche et loyale, on 
ne peut pas conclure que le Gouvernement Impérial voulait, que la partie la 
plus importante de la Convention, subît des altérations manifestement con- 
traires au but que se proposèrent les Hautes Parties ( ontractantes, et que la 


propriété de Ses Sujets restat ainsi eXposée aux. vexations et confiscations les- 


plus arbitraires. 

Aucune latitude par conséquent n’ayant été, et ne pouvant être donnée à 
la Convention, par la Note de Monsieur Barboza, le Soussigné ne peut pas se 
dispenser de faire remarquer Villégalité des nouvelles instructions qui furent 
expédiées aux Croiseurs Britanniques,—instructions dont les résultats sont les 
Captures contre lesquelles il est obligé de se plaindre. 

L’Article 7% de la Convention de 1817, porte formellement que les instruc- 
tions qui en ont fait partie intégrante, ne pourraient jamais être a/térées que’ 
d'un commun accord, et avec le consentement des Hautes Parties Con- 
tractantes : — 

The two High Contracting Parties reserve the faculty of altering the said 
Instructions in whole or in part, according to-circumstances ; it being, how- 
ever, well understood, that the said alterations cannot take place but by 


common agreement, and by the consent of the two High Contracting 


Parties.” 

Il est entièrement inutile de rappeler ici les formalités indispensables quant 
il s’agit d'altérer la lettre d’une Convention. 

Ainsi effet devant participer de l’irrégularité de sa cause, le Soussigné pense 
avoir prouvé jusqu'à l'évidence, Villégalité avec laquelle le Brick < Hiraona,” 
a été capturé par la Frégate “ Maidstone;” et appuyé sur les sentimens de 
justice, qui dans tous les tems ont noblement caractérisé le Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesté Britannique, il réclame l'indemnité des pertes éprouvées par les. 
Propriétaires du Bâtiment en question. 

Le Soussigné s'estime très heureux d'avoir cette occasion pour offrir, &c. | 

(Signé) LE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS, 
Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
Ye. ARE à ce. 
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68 BRAZIL. 
(Translation. ) 


/Pimpole-street, October 3, 1829 


THE Undersigned, &c. being required, by the tenour of his instructions, to 
follow up with the British Gove rnment the claims preferred oY Viscount 
d’Itabayana, respecting the Brazilian Vessels illegally captured by British 
Cruizers on the Coast of Africa, has the honour to reply to the Note of 
his Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen &e. addressed to the Viscount d’Ita- 
bayana, on the 2d December, 1828. 

The Under signed is the more anxious to fulfil this duty, inasmuch as the Note 
referred to, though it may be meant to w eaken the arguments tending to prove 
the unjust Seizure of the Brig “ Air beth is to be considered as ‘ie basis on 

which his Excellency t the Earl of Aberdeen grounds the whole of his reason- 
ing, in opposition to the claims of severa Sitter Brazilian Vessels, captured 
with equal injustice, and condemned by the Mixed Commission at Sierra 
Leone. The Unde rsigned means to treat of these latter in separate Notes, 

The Brig “ Atroma,” furnished with a Passport authorising her to carry 
on the Sieve -trade in the Port of Molembo, having been Garied by the cur- 
rents to the Norn of the Equator, and being totally destitute of provisions, 
| was compelled to put into the Port of Ajuda, where she was taken by the 
HN 4 Maidstor ne,’ pawl ish Frigate, at the moment of her leaving it. 

Not only the Captor, butalso the Sentence by which that Vessel was con. 
demned, acknow ledged ‘that no Slaves were found on board her: HR nan , 
(il ay e came not under the meaning of the 6th Article of the Convert on of the 

8th July, 1817, which, so far from authorising such Captures, expressly 
(ll pi rohibits them. 
| His Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen opposes to this : 
tH Ist. That the Passport of the “ Hiroina,” did not permit her to enter 
A Ports in which the Slave-trade was prohibited, and that, inasmuch as the Pass. 
| port ought to be considered as a material and regulatory part of the above Con- 
Lan vention, any contravention thereof was also a violation of the Convention itself. 
2dly. ‘That the Imperial Government had itself lost sight both of the 
Hii spirit and the letter of the Convention, by causing to be Inserted in the 
HW Passports, which it granted for the trade, clauses facilitating the means of 
ti infringing the Convention; that, when the British Minister at Rio de 
Wi | Janciro remonstrated with it against the impunity with which Brazilian Sub. 
| jects carried on the illicit Slave. trade ; M. Barboza bad made answer, * that 
the Treaty supplied the means of preventing it, and that each of the mea 
sures which it contained, ought to be applied to that purpose, should it be 
found necessary ;” and that the Government of i His Britannick Majesty, inter. 
preting this answer in the only way in which the Government of a Friendly 
LI Nation could reasonably do so,—ni amely, that though it suited the Imperial 
| 1} Government to permit Brazilian Vessels to touch at Ports where the Slave. 
trade bad been “probibited, yet that 1t was ready to acknowledge all those 
| hable to Seizure, which should appear to te ave the intention of nee 
| the TERT has rants itself under the necessity of sending out fres h Ine 
LI séructions to its Cruizers, 
| As to the principle, that the contravention alot 1€ of the Passport involves 
that of the Convention, i is: to suppose, that the object which the High Con- 
racting Parties had in view, was that of prohib me e all communication, and, 

















| conse quently y, all commerce, between Brazil and the Wak Ports North of the 
Hi Equator ; whereas it is or ily the Slave- trade which the pita fi “HAS a Me ie 


\ k 
to ROUE In order, therefore, to make any Vessel liable to the penalty 
awarded by the Convention, it is not enc ugh to prove i at it has been met 


with in any of those P ly aecessary to establish also that 
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orts ; ie it is absolutel 
t 
À, 


. eT } 
it was engaged in the Slave-trade, the only ground that subjects it to the 
severity of t the respective punishmen 
= Yo ae 1 | ES ra 2 
This observation derives additional strength from the contemplation of a 
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[I] Case of unavoidable necessity, such as contr ary win as, dan. erous currents, 

iii vant of provisions, and many others, which it is im ossi toenumerate, It 
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cannot be required, that the Captain of a Ship, who might be placed in such 
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| x situation, should be content, together with his crew, to perish, rather than i 
| seek succour in some adiacent Harbour, mercly because it was situated on Hi 
| the Coast of Africa, North of the Equator. If this were to be expected, (ji 
(D 


the consequence would be a most extraordinary contrast between the philan- 

thropick sentiments which dictated the Convention of 1817, and their 
result, —a result that would produce a lamentable increase of human suffering, i 
| and, but too frequently, the destruction of the very Individuals whose rights | 
| and happiness it was intended to secure. 
| The Passport is a material and regulatory part of the Convention, only in so Hi) 
| far as it cannot by any means authorize the Slave-trade in the Ports in which it i) 

is abolished. But the Imperial Government could never consent to interdict i 
| Brazilian Vessels from entering those Ports, either for the purpose of supply- 
ing themselves with provisions, or for any other object, except that of the 
| traffick in Negroes. It is therefore impossible to maintain, that the violation 
| of the Passport is tantamount to the infringement of the Convention, without 
| arriving at conclusions wholly inadmissible. The question is, therefore, 

reduced to the fact, whether the “ Æiroëna” had Slaves on board when she 

was detained; and it has been formally proved that such was not the case. il 

~ It has been proposed to the Brazilian Government, in order to avoid i 
such discussions hereafter, to adopt. an Article similar to that concluded 
between England and the Netherlands, on the 25th January, 1823. But it 
is easy to perceive the great difference that exists between the circumstances 
of The Netherlands and of Brazil. The former bad engaged for a complete 
abolition of the traffick, and its Vessels could consequently not allege any legal 
motive for being fitted up like Slave-ships, and must be considered as trans- 
gressors of the respective Treaty; while the latter, having reserved to itselt 
the right of carrying on the trade in the Ports of Africa, South of the Equator, 
it might easily happen, that Vessels destined for this licit commerce, might 
be forced, either before or after fulfilling their object, to be, innocently, 
in suspected Latitudes, or Ports, and doubts thus raised concerning designs 
not entertained by them. The Brazilian Government did not agree to 
this proposal, and even if justice had not advised its rejection, the innu- 
merable questions to which it would have given rise, as to the legality of 
the Prizes, would bave loudly called for it. Experience, moreover, has 
fully justified that rejection. 

According to the Note of his Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen, the Imperial 
Government has departed from the obligations which it contracted with the 
British Government, by issuing Passports for the Slave-trade, containing 
Clauses opposed to the spirit and letter of the Convention. But as it cannot 

| be proved, that these Passports ever authorised the trade in Places where it 

| was abolished, the Undersigned has nothing to add to his preceding observa- 

. tions, respecting the first part of Lord Aberdeen’s Note, and, therefore, returns’ 

| to the question,.as to whether the simple declaration of M. Barboza did, or. 

| could, contain, a justifiable extension of the conditions required by the Con- 
vention to render a Slave-vessel liable to Seizure. 

The words of the above declaration, quoted by his Excellency, only con- 
tain a. solemn avowal of the firm resolution adupted by the Imperial Govern- 
ment, to cause the faith of the Engagements entered into with that of His 
Britannick Majesty to be respected. From this frank and honest declara- 
tion, the Imperial Government cannot be inferred to have been willing, that 
the most important part of the Convention should undergo alterations, mant- 
festly contrary to the object which the High Contracting Parties proposed to 
themselves, and that the property of its Subjects should be thereby exposed 
to the most arbitrary vexations and confiscations. 

| Since, therefore, no extension was, or couid be, given to the Convention by: 
M. Barboza’s Note, the Undersigned cannot refrain from noticing the ilte 
gality ot the fresh Instructions sent out to the British Cruizers, and whieh 
have led to the Captures which are now. the subject of complaint. 

. The 7th Article of the Convention of 1817, explicitly sets forth, that it 
sbould not be lawful ever to alter the Instructions which constitute aa 
integral part of it, but by common agreement, and by the consent of the 
Thigh Contracting Parties :— 
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«The two High Contracting Parties reserve the faculty of altering the 
said Instructions, 72 whole or in part, according to circumstances ; it being, 
however, well understood, that she said a: tere ations cannot take place but by 
common agreement. and by the consent of the two High Contracting Parties.” 

It is totally useless to describe, on this occasion, the formalties which 
are dar whenever the letter of a Convention is to be altered. 
| As the effect cannot but partake of the irregularity of the cause which pro- 
duced it, the Undersigned 1s, consequently, of opinion, that he has clearly 
demonstrated the illegality with which the Brig “ Eeouinet ” was captured 
by the “ Maidstone” Frigate; and, relying on tbe sentiments of justice 
which have, at all times, nobly distinguis! red the Government ot His Britan- 
| nick Majesty, he claims. indemnity tor the losses which bave been sustained 
i iH by the Owners of the Vessel in question. 

Hil The Undersigned is gratified by this opportunity to offer, &e. 
a (Signed) THE CHEVALIER DE MATTOS. 
wh His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
|| Sc. Ope &ce. 








| il ) No. 57. 
i The Earl of Aberdeen to The Chevaher de Mattos. 


Foreign Office, October 10, 1829 
| THE Undersigned, &e. has received the Note, which was addressed to him 
| (ll on the 26th of September, 1829, bv the Ghevaler de Mattos, &c. claiming. 
wl on behalf of Brazil, beyond the time stipulated in the Convention ers 826, 
Hl a period of 6 Months, for the completion of any Slave-trade speculations, 
Hl entered into prior to the 13th of March 1830 ; and grounding that claim, on 
Hi the adoption and renewal, by the 2d Article of that Convention, of all the 
Il Articles and Provisions of the Treaty of 1815 with Portugal, among which 
| is found a Provision, allowing a period of 6 Months for the completion of 
the Voyages of Vessels ad nae have sailed on Slave-trading Voyages, pre- 
viously to the publication of the said Treaty of 1815. 

The Undersigned cannot conceal from the Chevalier de Mattos, his sur- 
il prize at seeing a pretension advanced so utterly destitute of ronwdaneen 

| The two Provisions of the Treaty of 1815, principally to be attended to, 
i in examining this application, are, first, the abolition of the Portuguese Shiva 
i trade on,the Coast of Africa, Nor th of the Equator, and, secondly, the ap- 
Wl ointmént of a period for such abolition. 
il E hat period was fixed at the date of the publication of the Treaty. 
mn ‘he corresponding Provisions of the Convention of 1826, were, first, the 
i total abolition of the African Slave-trade of Brazil, and, sec ondly, the fixing 
Lea of a period for such abolition, which period was fixed at 3 Years, from the 
ll date of the Ratification of the Convention. 
WI The objects and the periods speeified in the 2 Treatics, are thus clearly 
Ni see ca from each other. 
LH Under the first-mentioned Treaty, the cessation of the trade was to be 
| immediate upon the publication of the Ratification of that Instrument. It 
| AI was obvious, therefore, that all the Ships which had actually sailed before the 
Wi publication of that Convention, had saved in ignorance that their Voyages 
|! would, before their completion, become unlawful. ‘Po inflict upon such 
WT | AVesbels the penalty of confiscation would have been manifestly unjust ; and 
(ll aceordingly a special proviso Was added to the 1st Article of that Treaty, 
permit tting the completior n of such Vovages, but limiting the period of their 
duration to 6 Months, from the publication Pre the Treaty. 
ii Under the Convention of 1826, the total cessation of the trade was not to 
| be place until 3 Years after the. exchange of the Ratifcations. Under 
Il hat Convention, therefore, the case could not happen of Vessels becoming 
liable to condemnation in consequence of having sailed cx ignorance of the 
| period of the abolition. No permission, therefore, was necessary for Vessels: 
bit oO omplete Voyages so undertaken. And accordingly no special proviso 
to that effect was made in that Convention. 
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Under the circumstances of the Treaty of 1815, the Proviso was necessary 5. 
ani it exists in the Treaty. Under the Convention of 1826, it was altogether 
unnecessary ; and it is accordingly not contained in that Convention. 

The argument of the Chevalier de Mattos, that every Article and Pro- 
vision of the Treaty of 1815, ts in force under the Convention of 1826, is 
manifestly founded in misconception and error. ‘The Treaty of 1815, fixes 
one period for the cessation of the Portuguese Slave-trade, North of the 
Equator, The Conventicn of 1826 fixes another for the total cessation of 
the African Slave-trade of Brazil. The Chevalier de Mattos cannot mean to 
maintain, that these two periods may be interchangeably applied to the two 
descriptions of traffick, respectively abolished by the two Treaties; that the 
ammediate abolition of the traffick, fixed by the Treaty of 1815, may be sub- 
stituted for the period of 3 Years, fixed for its duration, by the Conven-, 
tion of 1826, and vice versd. The supposition is too unreasonable to be: 
entertained for a moment; and yet the argument of the Chevalier de Mattos, 
founded on the alleged revival and confirmation in the latter Treaty, of every 
word of the former, cannot step short of this conclusion. 

Neither do the words of the Convention of 1826, warrant any such notion. 
The Chevalier de Mattos wiil find, upon a careful perusal of the 2d Article 


of that Convention, that the renewal and adoption of the Articles and Pro- . 


visions of previous ‘Treaties, therein stipulated, is specially limited to the : 
Engagements by which,” the High Contracting Parties, ‘ hold themselves 
bound to provide for the regulation of the said trade until its final abolition ;” 

and not at all to the periods at which such abolition is to take place. 

In conclusion, the Undersigned cannot avoid stating, on this occasion, that 
the British Government have perhaps gone further than was authorized by 
the strict letter of the English version of the Convention, in allowing that 
Brazilian Slave-ships, sailing from Africa at any time before the expiration 
of 3 Years after the exchange of the Ratifications, shall not, on their 
return home from the Voyage from Africa, be subject to the penalties of the 
ist Article of the Convention of 1826, even although the time of their ar- 
rival from Africa shall have been protracted to the 6 Months in question ;. 
and the Undersigned cannot encourage the Chevalier de Mattos to entertain 
the slightest hope that any further concession can be made on this subject. 

The Undersigned, &c. 


The Chevatier de Mattos, (Signed) ABERDEEN... 


&e. Se. Se. 


= 3 ; À 
No. 58. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Arthur Aston, Esq- 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 10, 1829. 

SINCE the date of my Despatch to you, dated the 47th Ultimo, upon the 
subject of the construction to be given to that Stipulation of the Convention 
with Brazil, which regulates the period for the abolition of the African Slave- 
trade of Brazil, [ have received from the Chevalier de Mattos a Note, dated the 
26th Ultimo, of which I herewith transmit to youa Copy, claiming, on behalf 
of Brazil, beyond the time stipulated in the Convention of 1826, a period of 6 
Months for the completion of any Slave-trade speculations entered into pre- 
vious to the 13th March 1830. 

I also, berewith, transmit to you, for your information and guidance, a’ 
Copy of the Answer, which, by His Majesty's Command, I have returned to 
the Note of the Chevalier de Mattos, refusing to admit the pretensiow’ 
advanced therein, and declining to encourage the slightest hope that any 
further concession can be made by His Majesty’s Government upon the point 
in question. I am, &c. 

Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed). ABERDEEN. 

&e. &c &c. 
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No. 59. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to The Chevalier de Mattos. 


Foreign Office, December 5, 1829. 

THE Undersigned, &e. has the honour to transmit, herewith, to the Cheva- 
lier de Mattos, for communication to his Government, the Copy of a Letter, 
dated the 18th Ultimo, which has been addressed by the Undersigned to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,* conveying His Majesty’s Command, 
that the Commanders of His Majesty’s Cruizers shall be imstructed that Bra- 
zilian Slave-ships, which shall have finally quitted the Coast of Africa, on or 
before the 13th of March 1830, shall not be held to have incurred the liability 
of being treated as Pirates, under the Convention with Brazil, in consequence of 
being found at Sea after the said period, in the bond fide prosecution of that 
particular homeward Voyage, which had commenced on or before the 13th 
of March 1830. The Undersigned, &c. 

The Chevalier de Mattos, (Signed) ABERDEEN. 

NC CoC, 
* See Enclosure in No. 58, Class A. 


Serene 
No. 60. | 
Lhe Earl of Aberdeen to Arthur Aston, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1829. 
I TRANSMIT to you, herewith, for communication to the Brazilian Go- 
vernment, the Copy of a Letter, dated the 18th Ultimo, which I have ad- 
dressed to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, * conveying His 
Majesty’s Command, that the Commanders of His Majesty’s Cruizers shall be 
instructed that Brazilian Slave-ships, which shall have finally quitted the 
African Coast, on or before the 13th of March 1830, shall not be held to have 
incurred the liability of being treated as Pirates, under the Convention with 
Brazil, in consequence of being found at Sea after the said period, in the bond 
Ade prosecution of that particular homeward Voyage, which had commenced 
on or before the 13th of March 1830. Ihave, &c. 


Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
OCC mer. j 


* See Enclosure in No. 58, Class A. 





et tnt 
No: 61, 
The Earl of bergen to Arthur Aston, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 1829. 

A REPORT having reached this Country that the Brazilian Merchants. 
intend, after the period stipulated by Treaty for the abolition of Brazilian 
Slave-trade, to bring Negroes from the Coast of Africa, on the plea of the, 
Blacks being Colonists, or Servants, who have entered into contracts to serve 
their Importers, or Agents, during a term of Years, in consideration of certain. 
money or goods lent to them, with which they are to purchase their freedom ; 
the case has been hypothetically submitted to His Majesty’s Advocate-General,. 
who has reported, that the pretence under which it is, in this report, sup- 
posed that Negroes will continue to be imported into Brazil, cannot be con- 
sidered in any otber point of view than as an attempt to continue that trade 
under another name, ee sai | : 

The King’s Advocate, adverting to the 1st Article of the Convention of 
November 1826, which declares, that, from the period therein named, “ it 
shall not be lawful for the Subjects of The Emperor of Brazil to be concerted 
in the carrying on of the African Slave-trade, under any pretext, or in any 
manner, whatever,” has stated it to be his opinion, that if any Brazilian 
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Subjects shall have recourse to the expedient suggested, they will be liable to 
be treated and dealt with in the same manner as if they had been more openly ii 
and directly engaged in the traffick for Slaves. i 

I communicate this opinion to you, for your information and guidance, in i 
the event of the facts contemplated coming under your view. | 
| Iam, &c. il) 
Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN. | l 
So. ewes ‘I 


Mem.—Similar Instructions were sent to the several British Consuls 
in Brazil. 















































| No. 62. 
Arthur Aston, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received December 7.) 
My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, September 30, 1829. 





IMMEDIATELY after the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, dated 
the 27th of July last, addressed to Lord Ponsonby, I communicated to the 
| Marquis of Aracaty the purport of the Instructions which His Majesty’s 
Government were about to issue to British Cruizers, respecting the Brazilian 
| Slave_vessels which should be met with at Sea, on their Voyage homewards to- 
| Brazil, subsequently to the 13th of March 1830, and, his Excellency having 
requested me to transmit the same to him in writing, I addressed to his Ex- 
cellency the Note, a Copy of which E have the honour to enclose, as well as 
a Translation of the Brazilian Minister’s Answer, and of the 2 Official Notices, 
published by the Government in the Gazette. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
&e. Se. &e. 









































_ First Enclosure in No. 62. 
Arthur Aston, Esq. to The Marquis of Aracaty. 


Rio de Janeiro, September 11, 1829.- 


| WITH reference to the Note which his Excellency the Marquis of Aracaty, 
| &ce. addressed to Lord Ponsonby, &c. on the 13th February, of the present 
| Year, respecting the grant of a delay beyond the 13th March, 1830, the period 
| fixed for the final abolition of the Brazilian Slave-trade, so that Brazilian 
Slave-vessels being on their Voyage at that period, might return to Brazil 
without hindrance from His Britannick Majesty’s Cruizers ; the Undersigned, 
| &e. has now the honour to announce to his Excellency the Marquis of 
| Aracaty, that instructions will be given that Brazilian Slave-vessels, met with 
at Sea on their Voyage homewards to Brazil, subsequently to the 13th of 
March 1830, shall not on that account be detained by His Majesty’s Cruizers, 
provided it shall appear that the Vessels in question shall have left the Const 
of Africa prior to the loth of February 1830, on their Voyage homewards, 
in the course of which they were so met with. 
His Majesty’s Government trust that these Instructions, which, with the 
| view of meeting the wishes of the Brazilian Government, give the utmost 
latitude of interpretation of which the Convention is beld to be capable im 
that respect, will be satisfactory to-the Brazilian Government, as affording a 
proof of the conciliatory intentions of His Majesty’s Government towards: 
Brazil. The Undersigned, &c. 
Lhe Marquis of Aracaty, (Signed) ARTHUR ASTON. 
) 


&e. &e.. Se. 
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Second Enclosure in No. 62. (Translation,) 
The Marquis of Aracaty to Arthur Aston, Esq. 


Rio de Janeiro, September 14, 1820. 
THE Undersigned, &c. acknowledges the receipt of the Note, which Mr, 


Arthur Aston, &c. addressed to him, on the 11th Instant, communicating 
that his Government would dispatch the necessary Instructions to the British 
Cruizers, in order that no obstruction may be given to Brazilian Vessels, 
employed in the Slave-trade, that shall be met with on their Voyage home- 
wards to Brazil, provided that they shall have left the Ports on the Coast of 
Africa previous to the 10th day of February 1830; and the Undersigned 
being thus informed of the tenour of the said Note, judges it right to com- 
municate the same to Mr, Aston. 
The Undersigned, &e. 


Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) THE MARQUIS OF ARACATY. 
PT Ce CUT 


Third Enclosure in No. 62. (Translation.) 
Notification of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1829. 


HIS Majesty The Emperor has deemed it right to ordain, that, through this 
Secretary of State’s Office for Foreign Affairs, directions should be given to 
the Assembly of Commerce, Agriculture, Manufacture, and Navigation, to 
publish, in the usual form, that the term agreed to by the Convention of the 
23d November 1826, will expire on the 13th of March 1830; and also that 
the Legation of His Imperial Majesty in London, in fulfilment of the direc- 
tions which have been given to him, has received an official promise, from the 
respective Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the necessary orders will be 
issued to British Cruizers, not to disturb or interrupt in any way, those 
Brazilian Vessels employed in the lawful Slave-trade, which, from that day 
forward, shall be met with returning with Cargoes shipped from Ports (not 
forbidden) on the Coast of Africa: provided that they shall have sailed 
from those Ports before the 10th day of February 1850; and that, finally, 
this promise has been repeated and confirmed by a Note, dated 11th Instant, 
which bas been addressed to this Office by His Britannick Majesty's Chargé 
d'Affaires at this Court. 

(Signed) THE MARQUIS OF ARACATY, 





Fourth Enclosure in No. 62. (Translation. ) 
Notification of the Brazilian Minister of Marine. 


Secretary of Siate’s Office, September 25, 1820, 
NOTICE is publickly given, by the Secretary af State’s Office for the 


Navy Department, for the information of those interested, that 2 Men- 
of-War, (the Brig “29th of August,” commanded by Captain William 
© James Inglis, and the Launch  Pojuce,” commanded by the First Lieu- 
tenant, Duarte Martins da Silva,) are about to be expedited, the first with 
the destination of sailing along the Eastern Coast of Africa, from the Cape 
of Good Hope to Mozambique; the second, along the Western Coast, in 
order to acquaint all Brazilian Vessels employed in the Slave-trade, with the 
day fixed, for which it will be lawful for them to quit the Ports of Africa 
for their Voyage home, in the manner already made known through the | 
Department of Foreign Affairs, and published at this Court, 
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All those Persons, therefore, who wish to send Letters and Instructions Hi 
to their Ships or Correspondents, &c. may address them either to those ii 
Officers, or to this Secretary of State’s Office ; bearing in mind that the said | 
Ships will sail from this Harbour on the 3d of October next. | 

(Signed) JOAQUIM F°° LEAL. | 


0 


« 





Note.—The Schooner-Brig “ Despique Paulisiano,” commanded by the 
Second Lieutenant, Francisco Pires de Cavalho, has been substitued for the 
‘ Pojuca,”—by a notice of the 28th September 1829. Hi 
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No. 63. 
Arthur Aston, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen,—( Received December 7.) Ni 


(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, September 30, 1829. | | 


SINCE the official publication by this Government of the Conditions, 
according to which Brazilian Slave-vessels will not be liable to detention by 
the British Cruizers, if met with at Sea after the 13th of March 1830, I 
have received the enclosed Note from the Marquis of Aracaty, containing a 
request to His Majesty's Government, for a further extension of the period at | 
present fixed for the departure of Brazilian Slave-vessels from the Coast of 
| Africa, so as to enable those that have proceeded to the Eastern Coast to 
| return unmolested to Brazil, although they may not have left it prior to the 
| 10th of February 1830. 

For some time past very great anxiety has been manifested by the Bra- 
zilian Merchants engaged in the Slave-trade, with respect to the probability 
of any prolongation being granted by His Majesty’s Government, of the term 
established by the Convention of 1826, for the final abolition of that trathick; 
and this Government having apparently held out hopes that such a result was 
likely to be obtained, are now placed in an embarrassing situation. 

I have the honour to forward a Copy of my Answer to the Brazilian Mi- 
nister, as also a List of Slave-vessels which have obtained Passports, and 
sailed from this Port to the Eastern Coast of Africa, 

(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON. 


The Right Hon. The Larl of Aberdeen, K, T, 
&e. Se, Ge, 




















First Enclosute in No, 63. (Translation) 





The Marquis of Aracaty to Arthur Aston, Esq. 





| io de Janeiro, September 17, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. already, on the 14th Instant, acknowledged the 
‘receipt of the Note, which Mr. Aston, &c. addressed to him, on the 
11th Instant, respecting the Instructions which his Government were about 
to give to the British Cruizers; but this important affair deserving the most 
serious attention of His Imperial Majesty, the Undersigned has received 
orders to make the following observations to Mr, Aston, which he will have 
the goodness to transmit with expedition to the Government of His Britan- 
| nick Majesty. | 
| The Undersigned will not enter into details respecting the commencement 
and continuation of this negotiation, since Mr. Aston must be well acquainted 
with all the occurrences that have taken place. Leaving apart, therefore, the 
various representations which the Brazilian Minister in London has made 
upon this subject, he will proceed to the point where my Lord Aberdeen 
hhunself, (as if recognizing the justice of the request of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, to fx a proper period, in order that Brazilian Vessels might be with- 
drawn, which, bemg employed, bond fide, in the legal trathick ot Slaves, had 
cet out previous to the 13th day of March 1830,) spontaneously proposed a 
Projet of an Additional Convention, in which, after the insertion of various 
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Clauses restrictive of the said trade, the above-mentioned extension was fixed 
at 6 Months. 

This proposition, upon being submitted to the Government of His Imperial 
Majesty, could not fail to transpire amongst the Publick, on account of the 
necessity which the Government were under, to reply to the urgent represen- 
tations of the Merchants, who had employed considerable trie in the same 
traffick. 

They (the Merchants) were, therefore, encouraged to undertake new specu- 
lations for all the Ports not prohibited, even unto the Eastern Coast of Africa— 
transactions which are still pending, and which it is impossible should be 
terminated, so that the Vessels should have their equipments ready, and be 
able ta leave the said Ports previous to the stipulated day (the 10th of Fe- 
bruary) without the Imperial Government, which expected every day the 
result of the said Propositions, having beet enabled to consider themselves 
authorized to refuse Passports fe such Vessels: 

In consequence, therefore, of this exposition, it is evident that the intel- 
ligence of the new resolation of the British Government to curtail, so 
extraordinarily, aterm, which was claimed with manifest justice, was most 
unexpected, and the Brazilian Government, confiding, as they did, in the 
promises made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Earl of ER to 
the Brazilian Legation, incur the serious responsibility of having granted 
Passports, bond fide, to Vessels which, in all probability, will not be able to 
return without obstruction. 

The Undersigned is about to dispateh fresh orders to the actual Charge 
d'Affaires of the Empire in London, to urge again, and to make use of argu- 
ments of such force as may support, the claim “for eehensinn aud the Under: 
signed does not despair that His Britannick Majesty will consider so just a 
request with that benevolenee which the interests of His Faithful Ally, The 
Emperor of Brazil, have always appeared to him to deserve; and the Under- 
signed relies equally that Mr, Aston will, on his part, co-operate towards a 
favourable result to this object, which he recommends to him with the 
greatest earnestness, in order that, at least, in case the above-mentioned ex- 
tension should not be granted, the term may be reasonably prolonged, that 
the Vessels which re been dispatehed to the Eastern Coast of Africa may 
return without hindrance. The Undersigned, &c. 

Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed), THE MARQUIS OF ARACATY. 
Se. nées &e. 





Second Enelosure in No 63. 
Arthur Aston, Esq. to The Marquis of Aracaty. 
Rio de Janeiro, September 19, 18298 


THE Undersigned, &c. has had the honour to receive the Note, which His: 
Excellency the Marquis of Aracaty, &e. addressed to him, on the 17th Instant, 
containing a request on the part of the Brazilian Government to His Majesty’s- 
Government, for an extension of the period, which, aecording to the arrange- 
meut announced to his Excelleney by the Undersigned, on the 11th Instant, 
limits the departure of Brazilian Slave-vessels from the Coast of Africa on 

their Voyage homewards to Brazil, to the 10th day of February 1830: 

The Undersigned will not at present enter into an examination of the 
reasons which are stated to bave induced the Brazilian Government to bring 
forward this proposition. He has the honour to assure his Excellency the 
ar file that ne will not fail to transmit his Excellency’s Communication, 

"the first singe to His Majesty’s Government; but, at the same 
time, it is the duty of the Undersigned explicitly to Éd that it must not, 
therefore, be inferred, that the Undersigned holds out any ‘expectations that 
the request of the Cr Ten of His Imperial Mejesty will be deemed 
adinissible. The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON. 
ITis Eecellency The de Ne of Aracaty, 
Se. & Sc. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 63. 
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List of Brazilian Vessels to which Passports have been granted for theSlave-trade 
in Moçambique.—Mareh to September 1829. 





Names and Description Ports to which they are 


AE ine Masel. bound, Nantes of the Masters. 





1829. 

Mocambique, Porto 
de Natal, Lourco. 
Marquez, Inham- 
bane, and Quili- 
mane. + - 


ee 


Franco. Nunes Por: 


March 21 | Brig Maria + - Madrga - - 


bane, Bahia de Lou- 
renco Marquez,and 
Cabo Delgado. - 


« | Brig 19th of March Jozé Maria Falcao - 


mane, Inhambane, 
Lourco. Marquez - 


Mocambique, ba de | f 


April 7 | Brig 28th of March abs ee 


Manoel Jozé Simoes 


bane and Bahia de = 
da Fonca. 


Lourco. Marquez - 
Mocambique,Inham- 


« 9 | Ship Industria - - 





Names of the Proprietors. 


} Domingos Roiz Guimes- 


Barao de Ub4 


e Bernardo Antone. 
Duarte. 


Mogambique, Quili- \ { Manod José: Lopez ; {re te Clemente Pinto 


is Franco. Jozé dos Stos. 


May 4.| Brig Industria - - | bane, and Bahia de } Jannario Franco. Mizs. « | Franco. Jozé dos Santos. 


Lourco. Marquez - 
Quilimane and Mo- 
CAMDIQUEN- > = 
Mocambique, Quili- 
mane, Inhambane 
and Bahia de Lourco. 
Marquez - - 

Mocambique, ins | 


« 15 | Brig 6th February | { 





« 16 | Brig Formosura = - Antonio José Bondozo - 


Alexandre Cardozo 


Quilimane, touching Correa Monteiro 


at Bahia - - - 


Navio Conde de A 
Souzel - - } 


Mocambique ,.Inham- 
« 92 | Bark Novo Paquete | bane, and Bahia de } 


~ Lourco. Marquez. - Rafael Igneo. 


June 5 | Ship 4th of April -|Mocambique - - Foncs. Lonha 


Mocambique, Quili- : ' 
ste ie ? } Luiz Jose Soarez Pinhro. 
Mocambique,andQui- } 

limane, touching at 


« « | Ship 30th of March 


« « | Brig Aurora do Cabo | 


Rapozo = os 







de Louren¢o Mar- 
quez - - 


Quilimane and Mo- à 
{ cambique = -» = Jozé de Freitas Chavez - 


« 99 | Brig Vulcano - * 
| { “Marque, aan} 


Bark Eliza - - |} 


co Marquez, Inham- 


Franco. Jozé da Sa } 
bne. and Quilimne. - 


Ericeira - = - 


Moçambique, Inham- 


Brig Polifemo - - 1 bane and Lourengo 7} Joaquim Gervazio - - - 
Et Marquez; 93 = JS 
Quilimane, and Moral Joaquim Martins + - 
çambique. © « 
Malabar, refurning by . 
Ship Incomparavel { Moçambique and Estevao Jozé Alves - - 
| Ports of Brazil - 


Mocambique, Inham- 
bne. Cabo pal 


Bark Amizade - - { 


Lugger Santo } 
Antonio - 

| the same Coast + | 
Brig Minerva - 


cambique -- - MA Dates Ti 


Mogambique by Qui-> 
limane, Sofala, and (| Jozé Maria Meira + - 
Bahia de Lourco. 4h 


Marquez - - 


Schooner Dafné = 


Brazil - - and Bahia de Lourco. (| Jozé Maria Meira 


| Mocambique, Quili- 
0 us Imperio dr { mane,by Inhambane 
Marquez, - - 


20 


Joaquim de Souza Fontes. 


} Franco. dé Assis Mendonca} Barao de Uba. 


Feliciano Alexandrino 
Gomez. 


t Manoel dos Passos Correa; 


e Sa. 


pees Gomez de Olivra. 


Fa } Barao de Ubä. 


€ Aro. and Joaquin 


fel Ferra da Rocha 
Climaco, 


InhambaneandBahia { Anto: Joaqm. da Sa. } Franco. da Costa Guimes: 


Jozé Freire de Andrade. 


Joao Alzs. da Silva Porto. 


Demos. Carvalho de 
SA 
Jozé Freire de Andrade 


Jen Jozé dos Stos. 





Antonio Jozé d Amorim. 


and other Ports of Jozé Caetano Malho + - | Jozé Antono. Olivra. e Sa. 


| ¢ Quiiimane, and Mo- } Ro Jozé aaah uen Jozé Pto. de 


Mages. 


Luiz Carlos Adolfo de 
Souza, and others. 


ere Carlos Adolfo de 
Souza, and others. 
(continued.) 
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Third Enclosure in No. 63, continued. 





ne a RR A RE RN RRR an 


Names and Description 


Ports to which they are 
of the Vessels. 


Names of the Masters. Names of the Proprietors. 
bound. 











1829. 





Bahiade Lourco. Mar- 
Aug, 22 | Ship Astrea - - {ner Inaba, 


Augusto Feza. Alvez -| Demos Fez Alzs. e Ca. 
and Mocambique. 


cy aoe een: Idem. Idem. Manoel Dems. Basto -{| Joao Alzs. da Sa Porto. 
Mocsmbique,  Quilic: LA | ¢Antono. Jozé Meivel- 
se © | Galley Flor do Rio Le eS Anton. Xavier Ferra. = - les e o mesmo Mes- 
y and Bahiade Lourco. k : ted 

Marquez - - - a 


Sept. 5 | { Shipton de Mo“ |) Marge. Quilimane & 


cambique - 


Bahia de Lourco. ‘ 
} Joaquim Antone. Franco | Jozé Duarte Galvao e Ca. 





Ship Conde do Mob te OS . D DRE GRR 
LI { Rio Paes fant fend ND SU } Franco. de Paula Fidalgo Fe Sqares Vi- 


Secretary of State's Office, September 15, 1829. 
SS 
No. 64. ss 
Arthur Aston, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received December 7.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, September 30, 1829, 
INFORMATION has been received here of a Vessel, under Portuguese 


Colours, and with Slaves on board, having arrived at Maranham. 

It appears, however, that the President of the Province has taken measures: 
to bring the Case into a course of judicial investigation. _ 

This is not the first instance which has lately occurred, of an attempt to im- 
port Slaves into Brazil under the Portuguese Flag, and it has been represented 
to me, that the Brazilian Merchants confidently reckon upon being thus. 
enabled to evade the Stipulations of the Convention, in so far at least as regards: 
the penalty attached to Piracy. | | 

So soon as I shall be in possession of the necessary evidence, I shall not 
fail to bring this Case before the Brazilian Government. 

I have the honour to be, &cs - 
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
oe. &e. &e. 


No. 65. poe PO 
The Chevalier de Mattos to The Earl of Aberdeen. 


| | Wimpole-Street, ce 9 Décembre, 1829.. 
LE Soussigné, &c. a eû Phonneur de recevoir Ja Note que son Excellence: 
Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen, &c. luia adressée le 5 de ce Mois, avec une 
Copie de la Lettre par laquelle son Excellence Monsieur le Comte d’Aberdeen,. 
a transmis aux Lords Commissaires de l'Amirauté les Ordres du Roi, afin que 
les Croiseurs Britanniques soient dûment instruits de ce qu’en vertu de la 
Convention du 23 Novembre, 1826, les Bâtimens Brésiliens faisant la traite des. 
Nègres à la Côte d'Afrique, peuvent licitement la continuer jusqu’au 13 Mars, 
1830, et librement retourner aux Ports de leur destination, une fois qu'ils 
prouvent n'avoir point quitté l'Afrique avec leurs Cargaisons d’Esclaves après. _ 
le susdit 13 Mars, 1830. Los 
Le Soussigné s’est empressé de porter la Copie en question à la connais- 
sance de son Gouvernement, et profite de cette occasion, &e. vers 


(Signé) LE CHEV, DE MATTOS. 








Son Excellence Lord Aberdeen, 
&e. Sc. Rona! 
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(Translation) 


Wimpole-Sircet, December 9, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has had the honour to receive the Note which his 
Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen, &c. addressed to him, on the 5th Instant, 
with a Copy of the Letter, by which his Excellency the Earl of Aberdeen trans- 
mitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the Orders of The King 
for the British Cruizers being duly instructed that, in virtue of the Convention 
of the 23d of November, 1826, the Brazilian Slave-vessels on the Coast of 
Africa shall have permission to continue the Slave-trade to the 13th ot March, 
1830, and freely to return to the Ports of their destination, provided they 
prove not to have left Africa with the Cargoes of Slaves, subsequently to the 
above-mentioned 13th of March, 1830. 

The Undersigned has lost no time in transmitting the Copy above-stated 
to his Government, and avails himself, &c. 


(Signed) THE CHEV. DE MATTOS. 


His Excellency The Earl of Aberdeen, 
Se. Sc. &c. 


eq 
No. 66. 

Arthur Aston, Esq. to The Eurl of Aberdeen.—(Received December 31.) 

My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, October 26, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship, a Translation of a Notice 
which has been published by the Brazilian Minister of Marine, containing 
certain Regulations respecting the granting of Passports to Vessels employed 
in the Slave-trade. I have the honour to be, &c. 

ah? . (Signed) : ARTHUR ASTON. 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, HAT. 
&e. &e. &e. 





Enclosure in No. 66. - (Translation.) 


Notice respecting the granting of Passports to Brazilian Vessels employed 
in the Slave-trade. 


Palace, October 1, 1829. 


AS the term during which it will be lawful for Vessels of Brazilian com- 
merce, employed in the Slave-trade, to leave the Ports of Africa, in order to 
repair to.those of the Empire, will cease on the 10th day of February of next 
Year (1830), and it being likewise necessary to denote a periodon which the 
granting of especial Passports for that trade will cease, His Majesty The 
Emperor ordains, that, from the 10th day of October, no other Passport 
shall be granted to the said Ships, which are destined for the Eastern Coast 
of Africa, and thata similar suspension shall take place, on the 31st of the 
same Month, with respect to Vessels bound to the Western Coast of Africa : 
the space of time being fixed, on the calculation of average Voyages, and on 
the space of from 40 to 50 days for completing a Cargo in the African Ports. 

As, however, it may so happen that certain Speculators may, (in conse- 
quence of previous orders) have their Cargoes ready:in some Ports of Africa, 
and requiring for that reason less delay inthe said Ports, His Majesty The 
Emperor determines, that the periods above stipulated, shall be extended in. 
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favour of these, 15 days more, the Claimant in this case, making a declara- 
tion under oath, (in order that the term be extended by the Board of Naval 
Affairs,) before the respective Fiscal, that he really has the right Cargo ready 
atthe Port, for which he requires the special Passport. 

His Majesty The Emperor, ever anxious to promote the well being of His 
Subjects, to watch over their interests, and at the same time to maintain the 


a 


dignity and good faith of the Imperial Government, hopes to obtain these im- 
portant ends, by the above determinations, and commands it to be so made 
known, through the Secretary of State’s Office of Naval Affairs, to the Junta 
of Con Agriculture, Manufactures and Navigation, in this Empire, 
for their information, and that it may be made LE to the Commercial 
Body, according to usage. 


(Signed) MIGUEL DE SOUZA MELLO E ALVIM. 








No... 67, 
Mr. Vice-Consul Heatherly to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received Jan. 6, 1829.) 


Sir, io de Janeiro, November 19, 1828. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, herewith, a Return of the Number 
of Slaves imported into this City and Province, from the 30th of June to the 
30th of September, inclusive. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) A. J. HEATHERLY. 


&c. &e &e. 





Return of the Number of Staves imported into Rio de Gerry from the 1st 


Enclosure in No. 67. 
of July to the 30th of September, 1828. | 


Number of | Number of 
Days out. Slaves | Slaves died 
Shipped. at Sea, 



















Where from. 





of Name of Vessel. REMARKS, 


d'a ced F 












































July 2 | Andas -  - - | Cabmda - 3 
« 4 | Luis de Camoes - | Benguella - 33 _ 440 a 
“ 17 | Invencival - - | Cabinda - 31 362 5 
. “ 25 | Desempenho~ - | Benguella - 36 541 30 
Aug. 3 | Flo - - - | Ditto - 19 568 45 
«€ | Viagem - «| Ditto: - 24 321 Ts 
«12 | Novo Desino - | Cabinda - 24 523 8 
<< 16 | Novo Despique - cu : - 28 365 65 
« 19 | Reposto - - enguella - 34 200 5 
is DI PR A PATIO Prise er 550 Pie fear by a Pri- 
« 93 | Venus- - ~-|Ambriz -{ 34 508 28 vateer of 188. 
« 97 | Borboleta - - | Molembo - 27 351 None. 
Sept. 10 | Imperador do Brazil | Cabinda  - 31 514 8 
&. € | Providencia - - | Ambriz - 35 251 3 
«14 | Novo de Janeiro - | Angola - 38 398 45 
“€ | Promoroso - - | Ditto - 61 
fe 6 | Carolina - - | Ambriz = 7 
« «| Nacional - - | Angola - 







Total 7.582 346 


Rio de Janeiro November 19, 1828. 





(Signed) A. J, HEATHERLY, 
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No. 68. 
Mr. Puce Consul Heatherly to John Bidwell, Esg.— (Received March 25.) 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 26; 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, herewith, a Return of the Number 
of Slaves imported into this City during the last Quarter, ended on the 31st 
day of December last, by which you will observe the great increase that has taken 
place, within these few Months, in that inhuman traftick of our fellow Creatures. 

I conceive it my duty to add, that 1 have been credibly informed, that the:. 
Brazilian Merchants intend bringing Blacks from the Coast of Africa, after 
the expiration of the time allowed by the Treaty entered into between His 
Majesty and The Emperor of Brazil; under the plea of their being Colonists, 
or Servants, who have entered into contracts to serve their Importers, or Agents, 
for a term of Years, in consideration of certain money or goods lent them, 
with which they are to purchase their freedom. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) A. J. HEATHERLY, 
Ge OCLC. 








Enclosure in No. 68. 


Return of the Number of Slaves imported into Rio de Janeiro, from the 1st 
; of October to the 31st of December, 1828. 










Number of | Number of 
Slaves |-Slaves died REMARKS, 
Shipped. at Sea. 













Name of Vessel. Where from. Days out. 















































1828. 

Oct. 7 | Principe Real Pernambuco 188 14 
en cea tolypse - - | Benguella - 25 280 10 
« 8 | Leopardo - - | Molembo + 41 189 None 
90 | Amisada - - 270 3 
« 921 | Trajano - Do. - - 21 550 25, 
«© «© | Conceiçao de Maria Cabinda - 27 438 9 
« 26 | Triumpho do Brazil | Benguella - 34 329 20 
« « | SeisdeFevreiro - | Angola - 38 376 53 
« 99 | Felez Untao- - | Rio Zaire - 97 477 Wi 
« 31 | Maria - - - | Benguella 28 Su 9 

Nov. 10 | Commerciante - Quilimane 43 590 Al 
« 14 | Economia - - | Benguella - 36 424 21 
ce nn | Maria = - | Angola - |: 31 406 - 28 








Ambris - 28 


Trez Amigos - 
Cabinda - 36 


Santa Roza - ~ 






451 None vateer of 340 
Slaves i 













616. 19 {racer by a Pri- 
508 59 


























« 99 "Emilia - - - | Angola - 45 
«  « | Marianna - - | Mocambique 49 400 None 
«© 28 | General Rego - | Cabinda - 24 523 None 
Dec. 3 | Legeiro - = Don 34 473 20 
« 9 } Fluminense - - Mocambique 56 472 46 
« 10 | Henriqueta - | Cabinda - 37 500 8 
« 11 | DesenovedeMarço | Mogambique 62 619 16 
s  « | Amezade - - | Quilimane 60 549 None 
« < | Trintade Margo - | Cabinda - 25 566 6 
« 18 | Paquete Africano - Benguella - 30 586 42 
« 19 | Cessador - - | Cabinda - 30 307 8 
“19101 Amelia - = - | Moçambique 71 640 130 
« « | Amazona - Sen AMDIISE 33 467 22 
« 921 Activo- = - | Angola - 25 559 20 
« «© | Industria - - | Hambano - 59 496 17 
« « | Trez Carrocoes - Mocambique 53 649 94 
« 923 | Anibal - - Do 66 547 19 
« 25 | General Sampio - | Angola - 36 508 113 
« « | Primavera - - | Benguella - 25 323 11 
“30 | 28 de Marco - | Quilimane 68 520 85 
“ 31 | Industria - - | Inhambane 45 733 3 
Total - - - ,|16,906 991 
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No. 69. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to His Majesty's Consuls in Brazil. 


(Circular.)  ~ Foreign Office, March 24, 1829. 


J HAVE to desire that you will transmit to me, for the information of 
Hfis Majesty’s Government, Half Yearly Returns, made out on the 30th of 
June, and the 31st of December, in each Year, of the Importations of Slaves 
in the Ports within your Consular District; stating the Names and the 
Country of the Vessels in which they arrive, the names of the Com- 
manders of those Vessels, the Port from whence the Voyage began, the 
Place from whence the Slaves were supposed to have been taken, the num- 
ber embarked, the portion which died on the passage, and the number who 
reached the Port of destination, together with any other particulars of the 
transactions to which the Voyages relate, with which you may think it 
desirable that His Majesty’s Government should be made acquainted. 

an ial hat PC ke 


| À (Signed) © ABERDEEN. 

His Majesty s Consuls in Brazil. ss - 1 Li à 
PEE GINS. aot 
Mr. Acting Consul Weiss to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received April 14.) 





My Lorp, Bahia, February 7, 1829. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship enclosed, Copy’ of my 
Despatch to Lord Ponsonby, His Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, of” 
this date, respecting the four-masted Ship “ Sophia,” Joaquim Ignacio! Livra- 
mento, Master, under Portuguese Colours; which Vessel sailed, on the 5th 
Instant, for the Coast of Africa, being suspected to! go on an illegal Voyage 

for Slaves.  .  : I have the honourto be, &e. . chu & > 
| | (Signed) : CHAREES G. WEISS. 

Be Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . ) 
&e. &e. | &e. [ae 








} $ ; | | 
Enclosure in No. 70. | te Per 


Mr. .Acting- Consul Weiss to Lord Ponsonby. 
THE LS 2 F £14 ; ae dl fr + LM yt ' 

My+Lerp,; #4 | mG | de Lean, February 7, 182g. 
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that the four-masted 
Ship “ Sophia,” under Portuguese Colours, has sailéd,on the 5th Instant, for 
the Coast of Africa, having cleared out for Molembo, but being in reality 
bound to the Port of Onim, with a Cargo adapted for the traffick of Slaves, 
carrying a Crew consisting of 34 Individuals, one hhlf of which appear to be 
Portuguese, and the other half Frenchmen, Americans, Swedes, Danes, Clr 
as will appear more fully by the annexed Copy of her List of Crew. 

Tam induced to forward this information to your ‘Lordship, as it is eur- | 
rently reported here, and because I verily- believe, that she is intended to 
return to this or some other Port in the Brazils, with a Cargo of Slaves, and. 
that she has obtained Brazilian Papers for that purpose; but it is ‘at this 
moment out of my power to ascertain the fact, sincé the Local Authorities: 
here are evidently conniving at all transactions of such a kind, and any en- 
deavours that could be made at the present time, to ‘obtain an accurate and 
positive knowledge of ber intended Voyage, would prove abortive. - 

By her present Register, the Owner’s name is Romao Joze de Santiago, 
of Lisbon, the Captain’s name is Joaquim Ignacio Livramento, her burthen 
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290 Tons ; but it is well known that in reality she belongs to one John 
Bapstiste Oreille, a Native of Flanders, put down in the List of Crew as 
Supercargo, and that Louis Croze or Croce, who is put down in the List of 
Crew as First Mate, a Frenchman, belonging to Marseilles, is the actual 
Commander. 

Such a Voyage would certainly be illegal, according to the Laws of this 
Country, but the Local Authorities of this Place would not take the slightest 
notice of such transactions if not interfered with, and then certainly only 
with the greatest reluctance. I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, : 
Scan MSC: Se, 


Sub- Enclosure in No. 79. 
List of the. Crew of the Portuguese Four-masted Ship us Sophia.” 





Master, .. Joaquim Ignacio Livramento, Pértugnese. 
Supercargo, Joao Baptiste CLONES RE Dutch, 
“Mate, .. Luis Croce, ed Be Tansee 
2d Ditto, .. Jose Basilio Soares, .. .. Brazilian. 
Boatswain.. Domingos a Agrido, .. .. Portuguese. 
Seaman, .. . Fernandes Antonio, .. .. Ditto. 
es. Biptiste Mendes 2.0". Spanish. 
D°: .. .. Andre de Burgo, creme pin POFTUSUESE 
Dive. nPralciséodoValle Spanish. 
D° .. .. Francisco Rodrigues, .. .. Portuguese. 


D®* .._.. Franetsco Rodrigues, .. .... De: 

: D®-... +» Alexandre Constantin, «©... French. 
D” .. .. Joao Rodrigues, 00. Ortucuese. 
D" .: :. Manoel Rodrigues. .. .. De: 


DR 6026 IN ELLOS ue 3 sant Hardunall. 
D GPedinide Ann..." ShFrench. 
MD." Jorge Colansy, cour) surtt American: 
Der. Pedro Aussinje,.. .. .«. Swedish: 
Dy... +. Phomede Vis,,.-: .. «- American. 
Deere mC linistan lose. .. 28 Danish. 
D... .. LallrJoze;> reas eo French. 
De.) ) Osea Costa teed et. Portuguese. 
D° .. .. Pedro Jose, Nay ee - De. 
D. ae Lar WEB Gils 0.0 007. An, Hambarghese. ; 
D. . suVwilligupdaick, jou. weg ued, Dutch. 


D° ,. .. Manoel Francisco, .. .. Portuguese. 


De .. .. Antonio Jose da Silva, me De. 

Peeler, Antonio: dosisantos, .. 0 +. De. 

PAL ln -ManoelkdesiSantos, .. nu! + ome Do 
DD... Joaquim dos Santds, -. -.- LD 

10e curl #40 du Ori Oster et De. 


Do ys... Benedito.Querinoy ..  .. De. 
D°: .. .. Redoufo Britto, Lee Oto) ED 





1 OM Antonio Joaquim, 7 CAO). 
No. 71. 
Mr. Consul Hesketh io The Earl of Aberdeen. —(Received Wine 14.)" 
My Lorn, | = Maranham, March 6, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit an Account of all the Slaves which were 
imported - into Maranham during the Year ending December one 1828. 
» ¥- hae the honour to ne &ee 


[5 | D rm Sipned) : ROBERT HESKETH! 
The Right Hon.| The Earl of Aber deen, K..T. 
| See | : 


See f Er 


(Signed) CHARLES G. WEISS.. 


# Verte 
we 
à 
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Enclosure in No. 71. 


An Account of Slaves imported into the Port of Maranham, during the Year 
ending 31st December, 1828. 


ae RE SERRE TT I a 










bite 
ia] À 
o © | 
ne 3 
Date of | Description of) ame of Vessels. | Name of Masters.| Where from. | 5 à a REMARKS. 
Arrival. Vessels. É = 2 
3 
Rl x 
1828. 












Feb. 25 | Schooner - | Emilia - - - 


Antonio 
À da Sina } 
Pereira : 


were all 
“ Ladinos,” 


| or taught 


Pemambuco-| 21} “ | 21 [rea 


Santo An- A. J. Ra- Pernambuco| 10} “ | 10|J Negroes. 
Aug, 8 |Brig - - - {robe} { os if { 
tector - - Va Angola - -|161| 11150 New Negroes. 


Total | 192! 111181 





(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 








No. 72. 


Mr. Vice Consul Heatherly to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received July 17.) 
Sir, Rio de Janeiro, April 30, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose to you a Return of the Number of Slaves im- 
ported into this City and Province, during the last Quarter, ended on the 1st 
day of April. I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) A. J. HEATHERLY. 


DCS CSC 





Enclosure in No. 72. 


Return of the Number of Slaves imported into Rio de Janeiro, from the \st 
of January to 31st of March 1829. 





"| Number of Number of 
Where from. Days out. Slaves | Slaves died 
Shipped. at Sea. 





Date of 
Arrival. 






Name of Vessel. 






















1829, 
January 13 | Mercantile - - - | Molembo - - 46 160 
| co ‘€ | Lioa Africana - - - Do. - - 36 102 
ce « | Aribite - mn à - | Rio Zaïre - - 44 — 246 
PTT PE - = - | Angola eee al 35 222 
Gs 16 | Paula - - - - { Do. and Ambriz - 33 550 
“ HALO - - - | Benguella - - 31 562 


ce 18 Flor de Mocambique - L 
ot 19 | Manoel de Portugal e Castro 
6 23 | Sete de Margo - - 5 
8 30 | Ulisses - = = 2 


Mocambique - - DS EEE 
Quilimane - - 56 514 
Mocambique - - 56 847 
Cabinda - - oa! 600 












« « | 6 de Fevereiro - - | Quilimane - - 50 430 
< 31 | 4de Abri  - - - | Moçambique - - 75 901 
ce € À Aurora do Cabo - - | Quiimane - - 65 473 
February 3 | Cometa - - - - | Cabinda - - 26 475 
os 4{ Jorge - - - - | Molembo - - 30 85 
mG 9 | Conde de Souzal - - | Mocambique- - 54 905 
Ge s | Vilha de Dio - - - | Molembo - - 28 241 
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Enclosure in No. 72, continued. 






























| Number of | Number of 
DE Name of Vessel. Where from. Days out. Slaves Slaves died 
Arrival. Shipped. at Sea. 
1829. : 

February 14 | Urania - - - - | Angola =e ie 29 390 7 
ob 16 | D’Alfongo de Alberquerque - Mocambique - = 62 286 46 
< 29 | Irmaos - - = - | Bahia = - = 42 475 38 
“ 25 | Constante = = - | Cabinda = = ae oot 4 

March 3 | Bella Americana - - Do. > = 37 440 LS 
os 4 | Jupiter - =, -l Do. - - 24 448 None. 
ce 12 | Minerva - - - = | Quilimane - = 62 480 154 
ce 14 | Polifemo ” = - | Cabinda = - 33 389 : 4 
ec « | Esperanga - - «| Angola - - 40 505 44 
eg « | St. Jorge - - - | Molembo - - 30 150 None. 
se 15 | St. Anna Flor da Loanda - | Cabinda - = 34 472 25 
ce 26 | Hercules 3 - - | Quilimane - - 62 _ 526 29 
<e “ | Imperio do Brazil - 5 Do. - = 76 425 56 
ee 27 | St. Jose Deligente - ~ - | Benguella - - 29 499 21 
“a 29 | Restauradora - = - | Molembo - - 32 106 | None. 
Gé “| Boa Viagem - - - | Angola - - 94 321 15 

(DORE ¥4205 11 402 





TS ES 


NO. 73. | 
Mr. Vice-Consul Heatherly to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received Aug. 5.) 
My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, May 18, 1829. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 


patch, dated 24th March last, in which you direct me to transmit to you, 
for the information of His Majesty’s Government, Half-Yearly Returns, made 
out on the 30th of June and 31st of December, in each Year, of the importa- 
tions of Slaves in the Ports within my Consular District, according to the 
form prescribed in your Lordship’s aforesaid Despatch. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship, that I have given directions to the 
Consuls at the different Ports on the Coast of Brazil, to furnish your Lordslip 
with the information you require, as also to transmit me a Copy thereof, so 
as to enable me to make the General Return desired by your Lordship. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) A. J. HEATHERLY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T° 
&e. neta &e. 





Mr. Consul Parkinson to The Earl of Aberdeen. — (Received August 17.) 
My Loro, ~ i Pernambuco, July 9, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
patch, dated the 24th of March last, and, in conformity with the diree- 
tions therein contained, I herewith transmit the Return required, as perfect 
as I have been able to make it. 

It will be observed, that the importation of Slaves during the last 6 Months, 
has been very limited, and that the mortality on the passage has been but 
small. ‘Lhe market price of Slaves is now full one-third higher than it was 
before the period was fixed for the final extinction of the traftick. 

I take occasion to remark, that the Schooner “ Maria G@ rtrudes, was 
originally the “ Superior,” of Baltimore. She brought ber Slave Cargo 
into this Port with that name painted on her stern. 

| I have the honour to be, &c. 
| . (Signed) JOHN PARKINSON. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 


&e. &e. &:. 
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Bahia, 


EABLY to your Lordship’s Instructions, of the 24th of March last, 
e now the honour to transmit a Return of the Importation of Slaves into 


CHARLES G. WEISS. 


but such measures have been 


that your Lordship may rely upon the 
Allow me to observe to your Lord 











(Signed) 


. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
: &c. 





I have the honour to be, &c. 





s Return has come from a prohibited Port. 
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The greatest difficulty has been to ascertain the Ports on the Coast of Africa 


is Port of Bahia, during the Half-Year ending 30th June, 1829. 


om which the Vessels had actually sailed 
ken to obtain correct information, 


accuracy of the Statement enclosed. 
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WILLIAM HESKETH. 


Marankam, July 16, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit an Account of all the Slaves imported into 


Maranham during the 6 
formity with Instruction 


Instant, 


onsulate-General, on the 11th 


he 30th of June 1829, in con- 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) 


The Right Hon. The Eart of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. 
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a No, 77 
Mr. Vice-Consul Heatherly to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed Sept. 14.) , 
My Lorp, cae F 


IN compliance with the directions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch 
of the 24th of March last, I have the honour to enclose the Half-Yearly Re- 
turn, from the Ist of January to the 30th of June, of the importation of 
Slaves into the Port of Rio de Janeiro, according to the form therein pre- 
scribed. : ror 

I beg leave to assure your Lordship, that, on the receipt of the Returns” 
from the other Ports on the Coast of Brazil, I shall not fail to transmit them .. 
to your Lordship by the first opportunity. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed)y 8) eA. J. LIRATHERLY. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&c. &c. &c. à | 





Rio de Janeiro, July 11, 1829. 
































Enclosure in No. ie , | 
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Return of the Number of Slaves Imported into Rio de Janeiro, from the 
1st January to 30th June, 1829. a ad 
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NAMES 


OF 
VESSELS, 


Minerva - - 
Polifemo - - 
Esperança - 
St. Jorge - - 


St. Anna Flor da 


Loanda - - 
Hercules - - 


5 


Iimperioe do Brazil 


St. José Deligente 


Restauradora 
Boa Viagem - 
CEE 
Eliza - = 


Dolfin y= -s = 


Epifania - - 
Brilhante- - 
1Mberion. 
Carolina - - 
Commerciante 
Golfinho - - 
Amizade Feliz 


Bella Brasileira 
Marquez do } 


Pombal - 
Dolphina- - 
Astréa - - 
Pedroso - - 
Espadarte - 
Fortunata - 


Primorozo Divin 


Provincina - 
Marcial > 


Flor do Rie. - 
Esperanca  - 
Galhana = - 
Vellezo - - 
Andas = = 
Providencia - 
Nova Activo - 
Camboata - 


Zefero 


Lucinda - - 














Country of 


the Vessels 


in which 
they arrive 


Brazilian 


Enclosure in No. 77, continued. 
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NAMES LE 

OF Where from. = Tie 
COMMANDERS. Z 3 
= 

Joao Ribeiro de oy 

Castro Braga - + Quilimane -| 480) 
Ml. Feo. do SoccorroCabinda  - 389 
Jm. Maria Fontes - -[Angola - - 595 
Fco. Anto. da Silva - -[Molembo - 150 

Joao José de Aze- 3 
ti Mello eee }\Cabinda - - 472 
José Jm. Lopes - - -Quilimane -| 526 

Custodio. de Souza) |... re 

Machado ie ead ‘} Ditto = = 425 

Mani. Cardozo Bit- 

Faucon: Née Benguella - 499 
José Paulimo - - - -Molembo - 106 
Manl. Soares de Pinto Angola - - ool 
Anto. Xa. Ferreira - -|Mocambique 488 
Feo. Jose da Silva - -\Cabinda- -} 527 

Miguel Alves de 

Covalho- .. , pBenguella -| 253 
Joad de Souza Mattos Mogambique 156 
Fo. de Pto. Ferreira -(Cabinda- - 400 
Luiz Manl. de Oliveira Angola - -| 499 
José Jm. Perreira - -[Ambriz - - 362 
José Jacinto Pacheco Angola - -| 451 
M1. Machado Rodrigues Cabinda  - 428 
Joao Jose Pa. Borges |Ditto - -| 367 
Anto. Fco. dos Santos Ditto - - 580 
Joao Anto. da Silveira Ditto - -| 389 
José Maria Maria - -Molembo - 182 
Jm. Anto. Franco - -|Mocambique 867 
Anto. Ml. Affonso - -IBahia - - 150 
Ignacio José de Souza Molembo 255 
Jacinto Anto. Perreira Cabinda 625! 

Simon da Rocha 4 

Minto ee } Angola 400 
Jm. José Ferreira - - -|Molembo 63] 
José Anto. de Carvalho Cabinda sé 
Jose Cupertino - - -JAngola - -| 450 
posé Pereira de S4 - -JBenguella -| 483 
ose de Rocha Ramos Cabinda - 179 
Jose de Oliva. Marquiz|Benguella -| 22 
Jose Gongalves CorréalCabinda  -| 479 
Eco. de Paulo Ferreira Ambriz -| > 264 
Jose Feo. Jorge - - -JAngola -| 37] 
Sta. Rita 
Joao de Pedro Souza -< de Gru- 376 

{ parim 
Anto. Jose Luiz - - -|Ditto - - 519 
ose de Freitas Chaves |Cabinda 189 


Rio de Janeiro, June 30, 1829. 





(Signed) 


BRAZIL. 
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Total 








À. J. HEATHERLY. 
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Slaves died at 





25,179} 2,230 
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Northward of 
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fae to 


the whole of 
her Slaves, 


Robbed by a 
He of 








Privateer of 


-130 Slaves. 
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No. 78. Hi 





Mr. Deputy-Consul Hesketh to The Earl of Aberdeen.— (Received Oct. 14.) 


My Lorp, Maranham, August 10, 1829. NHI 





I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- Wil) 
patch, dated March 24, last. NA 

In conformity with the Instructions therein contained, I have now to nh 
transmit a Duplicate Statement of the importation of Slaves into this Port, 
| during the 6 Months previous to the 30th of June, of the present Year.* 
| I also beg leave to transmit a Copy of Mr. Consul Hesketh’s Despatch, 
addressed to His Majesty’s Envoy at Rio de Janeiro, reporting the arrival of 
the Cutter Joao Cabeca,” an illegal Slave-trader, together with Copies of 2 
subsequent Despatches from this Consulate, on the same subject. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) WILLIAM HESKETH. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &c. &e. 


* See Enclosure in No. 77. 




















































































































First Enclosure in No. 78. 











Mr. Consul Hesketh to Lord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, Maranham, June 12, 1829. 


ON the 6th Instant, a Cutter, under Portuguese Colours, appeared off 
this Port, and it was seen that Negroes were landed from her on the open 
Coast, some miles distant. 

{nformation of this occurrence being transmitted to the President of the 

Province, Candido Jozé d’Araujo Vianna, his Excellency ordered the arrest of 
the Persons who landed, and, on the Vessel entering this Harbour the fol- 
lowing Morning, the Case was referred to the Criminal Judge. 
i_ This Cutter is called “ Joao Cabega,” Jozé Thomaz Goncalves, Master, 
| of about 40 tons burthen, and was reported from Bissäu, bound to the Cape 
de Verde Islands, but forced across the Atlantick by stress of weather, her 
| Cargo consisting of 32 Slaves: 16 Slaves were found on board when the 
| Vessel anchored, the remainder being, no doubt, landed, as above stated. I 
regret to add, that, up to this date, none of the Negroes landed have been. 
apprehended ; but, from the conversation which I have had with the Presi- 
| dent on this subject, J feel confident that any attempts on the part of the 
subordinate Authorities, to screen from the Law this illegal transaction in 
Slaves, will be checked by his Excellency, and that I shall ultimately have the 
satisfaction of reporting the Setzure of the “ Joao Cabeça” and Slaves. 


| I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH, 







































































The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 
&c. Se. Sc. 
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Second Enclosure in No, 78, 
Mr. Deputy Consul Hesketh to Lord Ponsonby. 


My Lorp, Maranham, July 20, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit a Copy of the Report made to your Lord- 
ship, of the arrival of the Cutter “ Joao Cabeca,” which Mr. Consul Hesketh 
left to be forwarded. ' 

The judicial investigation, as to the motives of her Voyage, has not yet been 
closed, but I regret to add, from the information I have been able to collect, 
that the Authorities have hitherto delayed the examination of some very es- 
sential Witnesses. As soon as Judgment is passed, I shall forward to your 

i Lordship Copies of the whole Proceedings, remarking, in the mean time, that 
| the Owner, or Supercargo, is petitioning to depart with the Negroes and the 
Vessel, under the plea, that he was forced into this Port by stress of weather. 
From the following reasons, I have strong suspicions that the “ Joao Cabeca, 
must bave been a Tender to a larger Vessel, employed in landing Negroes on 
various parts of this Coast, and that she was compelled to enter this Port 
Hl in consequence of having lost her Consort. 
| In the first instance, she landed on the Coast in open day, 25 Negroes, 
men, women, and children, which might have all been detained had the Au- 
thorities used proper exertion. These Negroes were all smuggled into the 
interior of the Country. 
Hi Secondly, on her arrival and seizure, not any Nautical instruments were 
i found on board; and, thirdly, the.Captain, ‘formerly a Clerk to an ex- 
tensive Slave-dealer in this Place, has absconded, or is purposely kept out of 
the way. ; 
wan I informed his Excellency the President of the Names of the Persons from 
whom I derived my information, but am ignorant whether he availed himself 
ih ’ thereof. 

I beg also to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a Statement of the 
importation of Slaves into this Port, made up to the 30th of June, of the pre- 
Hit sent Year, in conformity with directions received from His Majesty’s Govern- 
Hl ment, through the Consulate-General, 

I have the honour to be, &e. . 
i (Signed) WILLIAM HESKETH. 
(ILE The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, 
Se. Src: Se. \ 








Third Enclosure in No. 78. 
Mr. Deputy Consul Hesketh to Lord Ponsonby. 


iii My .Lorp, Maranham, August 10, 1829. 


| I HAVE tbe honour to transmit a Copy of my last Despatch to your Lord- 
| ship, on the subject of the “ Joao Cabeca,” Cutter, an illegal Slave-trader, I 
therein stated my reasons for supposing her to have been a Tender to a larger 
Hi Vessel, employed in landing Negroes on the Coast, but I have since learnt 
| that such 1s not the case. 
in order the better to ascertain the truth of this assertion, I madean a yphi- 
MI cation to the President of the Province, Candido Joze de Araujo Vianna, for 
| permission personally to interrogate the Negroes, through the means of an 
| Interpreter; which permission his Excelleney most readily granted. 
The following are the particulars relative to the Voyage, which I obtained 
from the Negrocs. 
i That they are all of the Mandinga Nation, and were originally 39 in num- 
i ber, men, women, and children, 24 of whom were landed on the Coast, and 
15 arrived in the Vessel,—2 of whieh number have since died. 
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That they sailed direct from Bissäu, and saw a Vessel, soon after Jeaving i 
Port, from which they fled, and that they had plenty ot rice every 24 hours: iil 
during the Voyage, but were short of water. | Does 

That they had been secreted in the house of Antonio Martins da Silva (the ARS 
Consignee of the Cutter, instead of being under the care of the  Depositario: “Ne 
Geral”), and were warned not to say any thing relative to the Voyage. | ; 

That they left another small Cutter in Bissau, but she had not yet any | 
Slaves on beard, and that a Brig, belonging to the same Owner, bad been | 
taken with many Negroes on board, and carried into Sierra Leone, previous 
to their depariure from Bissau. 

It was at Sierra Leone that the Cutter was purchased, and I am informed 
by a Person I sent to survey her, that she is about 18 tons, and has the ap- 
pearance of having been a Ship’s long-boat raised upon. | 












































I bave also heard that the Owner or Supercargo of the Cutter has lately ae ; 
purchased an American built Schooner ; she has only one topsail, is coppered, Re 
painted black with a white streak, stands low in the water, has no head, and Lee 
measures 66 tors, and I have every reason to suppose is intended for the illegal Ur 
traffick. Rs Sy 

In a conversation I lately had with his Excellency the President, he in- i 
formed me, that he had, agreeably to my suggestion, sent the Witnesses I cokers 
had named, to the Criminal Judge, for examination, but was informed that RE 
the proceedings, as far as related to the examination of Witnesses, were closed. bro 
He also stated, that he had taken the necessary steps for the apprehension of peers 
the Negroes smuggled into the Interior of the Country, but that he had not EU aed 
yet received any intelligence of the result. + 

From the activity and sincere desire on the part of his Excellency to act one 
impartially, I have now great hopes that my next will advise the Condemna- PAR 

| tion of the Vessel and Negroes, and that those smuggled into the Interior will ioe aoe 
likewise be detained. RS 
I have the honour to be, &c, es 
(Signed) WILLIAM HESKETH. atte 
The Right Hon. Lord Ponsonby, | Ke fy 
&e. &c. &c. a 
NES 
or 
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No. 79. 
Mr. Acting Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Es7.—( Received April 30.) 


Sir, Filla da Praya, St. Jago, February 25, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that a large Spanish Schooner; 
manned with 50 hands, arrived in our Roads, on the 23d Instant, from 
Havana; she is bound for the Coast of Africa on a Slaving expedition. The 
Master has bespoken 400 Slaves, whoin be means to take to the Havana. I 
have not vet been able to learn the Master’s real name, and the name of the 
Schooner; but F trust I shall discover them in the course of a day or two. 

I have reason to believe that the ‘ Pantica” and>“ Principe Real,” which 
were bere about 3 Months ago, are hkewise gone to the Coast for Cargoes of 
Slaves to be taken to Havana. 

[ bave no means of communicating this intelligence to the Commanders of 
His Majesty’s Ships, or to the Government of Sierra Leone. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN GOODWIN, Jun. 

DONC UC 
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No. 80. 
Mr. Acting Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq.—(Received June 3.) 


SIR, Villa da Praya, St. Jago, February 28, 1829. 


ON the 25th Instant, I had the honour to inform you, that there bad 
arrived in our Roads, a large Spanish Schooner bound for the Coast of Africa 
ona Slaving adventure. I have now to acquaint you, that the name of the 
Schooner is the “ 4mizade Habañeira,” and that of the Master, Manuel 
Fernandez. This Vessel is a top-sail-yard Schooner, carvel built, (supposed 
in America), of 150 tons, or thereabouts, coppered to the bends, of great 
length and beam, with lower masts very taut, standing bowsprit, snug square 
stern, flying jib-boom, fiddle-bead, and no name painted; manned with 46 
hands, consisting of Spaniards, mixed with Swedes and Danes, well found in 
ammunition and small arms, and carries on deck a swivel of 5,085lbs.; her 
guns are stowed away in the hold along with her boats; the number of her 
guns is unknown. 

_ I beg leave to submit to your consideration, whether it would not tend to 
put a stop to the Slave-trade on the opposite Coast, if such of His Majesty’s 
Ships as are bound for the African Station were ordered to touch at St. Jago, 
to obtain from me such information as I might have collected concerning the 
outfit and destination of Slavers. At present I am left without the means of 
conveying information to Captains of His Majesty’s Cruizers, and to the 
Government of Sierra Leone. Our communication with the Coast is pre- 
carious and unsafe. Letters for Sierra Leone intrusted to Portuguese Cap- 
tains seldom reach their destination. 

I have the honour to be, &ce. 


John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) . JOHN GOODWIN, Jey. 
ye. Se. Se, | 
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No. 81. i 


Mr. Acting Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq.—(Received August 5.) ll) 





SIR, Villa da Praya, St. Jago, May 9, 1829. 


| I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that, on Monday the 4th Instant, | 
there anchored in our Harbour 2 suspicious Vessels, that came from Havana, 
and are bound for the African Coast;, their names are, the “ Constanza” 
and the “ Congatistador.” 

The “ Constanza” is a Schooner of 198 tons, commanded by Don Joseph 
Mounier,. English. built, with. a single deck,, 2 masts, Schooner-rigged, 
| standing bowsprit, stern round below, and square above, no gallery, sharp 
head, jib-sheet-boom, high and long, armed with four 4 or 6-pounders, 19 
muskets, 6 pistols, and 20 cutlasses, and manned with 30 Spaniards. 

The “ Conquistador” is a Brig of about 320 tons, Master unknown, Amé- | 
rican built, with 1 deck, well rigged, with a standing bowsprit, square stern, Hit 
no gallery, jib-sheet-boom, high and long, armed with 8 guns, whereof 4 are | 
18-pounders, and 4 long twelves, 200 muskets, 100 cutlasses, and manned 
with 50 Spaniards. 
* The “© Constanza” belongs to D. Francisco Rocozo, of the Havana, and the 
“ Cunguistador,” in part to Juan Pires, of the same Place. mw 

I have the honour to be, &c. : 
| John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN, GOODWIN, Jr 
Ge Ge. Fe. 































































































| No. 82. 
| Br. Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq. —{Received September 12.) 








| _ Sr, St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands, June 23, 1829. 


_L HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that, on the 20th Instant, there 
entered this Port a Schooner, from the African Coast, of 75 tons burthen, or 
thereabouts, American built, with standing bowsprit, square. stern, and billet 
| head, and no gallery, and armed with 4 carronades; ber name, and the name 

of her Master, and the number of her Crew, I have not yet ascertained. She 
sails under the Portuguese Flag, but is principally manned with Spaniards. 
On the 21st Instant, arrived from the Havana, by way of Teneriffe, the 
| well-known, Schooner-Brig the ‘ Cometa,” (now called “ Æstrella,”) which 
stopped and plundered an American Brig on the Coast last Autumn. She 
earrics 8 24-pounders, and 2 long eighteens, on her deck, and is said to have 
| 8 or 10 more stowed away in her hold. She measures 250 tons and upwards, 
| has a single deck, is rigged in the hermaphrodite fashion, carries a standing 
bowsprit, and sprit-sail-boom thereon, rigged close in to the cat-heads, with 
gallery newly fixed, and new billet-head. She is manned with 45 men, before 
| the mast, and 12 ordinary Seamen. She is old, and unseaworthy, and very 
| leaky. 
| In her passage from St. Jago de Cuba to Teneriffe, she fell in with the “Lo,” 
of London, from St. Andero to the Havana, and with the ‘ James,” from 
Liverpool to Jamaica, in Longitude 23° 30/ West, and fired at both, to 
make them bring-to, but the shots fell short, and no damage was done to those 
Vessels. The Master, Don Francisco , is said to have been Boat- 
swain last Voyage, when she plundered the American Brig, as mentioned 
above. Sere 
Both the Schooner and the Brig are bound for the Coast. The latter goes #2 
to Rio Gallinas, where she’ is to land her 2d Captain, and then stand off RAT MES 
and on till her Cargo is collected, which will probably amount to 300 head KRM EE > 
of Negroes. When the Slaves are shipped she will steer for the Havana aie 
direct. I have the honour to be, &c. 


John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN GOODWIN. 
&e. &e §e. 
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No. 83. 
Mr. Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received September 12.) 


SIR St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands, July 1, 1829. 


R, 


ON the 23d June, I bad the honour to send you a description of 2 sus- 
picious Vessels that were lying in our Roads; both these Vessels have sailed 
for the Coast, the Schooner on the 26th Ultimo, and the Schooner-Brig on 
the 28th Ultime: 

Since the transmission of my last, I have received another and more circum- 
stantial account from a Gentleman, who has been on board the larger Vessel, 
and has had many opportunities ae observing the smaller one, and whose in- 
formation is entitled to confidence, as coming from a nautical man. 

The Schooner is represented as a long craft, with a small bust-head, with 
a fore-top-sail, top-gallant-sail, and main-top-mast, painted with 2 narrow 
streaks of yellow, and without a poop or gallery. Her name is the “ Wimpha.” 

The Schooner-Brig is described as an Hermaphrodite, with yellow waist, 
high bulwarks and poop, not higher than the rail, with sprit-sail-yawd on top 


5 
of ee sprit, close to cat-heads, and with standing main-top-gallant-yard. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN GOODWIN. 
Ker Sere Se, 





No. 84. 


Mr. Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq.—(Received September 14.) 


Sir, St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands, July 12, 1829.. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of Aber- 
deen, that Captain Macey, of theShip “ Globe,” of Nantuckett, who arrived here 
last Week from Buenos Ayres, reports that, on the 17th of Tate last, being 
in the Latitude of 6e 10’ North, and the Longitude of 22° West, there appeared 
to Windward at 11, A. M. a 2 top-sail Schooner, American built, of about 
70 or 80 tons, painted black, with a trunk cabin, small billet-head and square- 
stern. At half-past 11, the Stranger hauled close to the wind, and continued 
to do so till 12, Bio she bore right down on the “ Globe! ” and. having 
hailed her, ordered the Captain to come on board ; no sconer had he done so 
than he Hit his men were detained, and 3 of their people, armed with cut- 
lasses and knives and pistels, were sent off to the Ship in Captain Macey’s own 
Boat ; having boarded her they went down below. and proceeded to ransack 
the cabin. They called fer an axe and broke open chests. and lockers. In 
one of them they founda bag containing 1,200 dollars; part of these they 
pocketed, and part they carried off. They next took a bolt of heavy duck 
(about 36 yards), a box of tea, a keg of butter, a watch, a time-piece, a 
spy-glass, a hand-saw, a great coat, some pea-jackets, a pair of boots, some 
Jinen and wearing apparel, some bed clothes, and sundries, making in all 
1,376 dollars, including the bag of 1,200, Finally having discove red 15 jugs 
of old Madeira, they re egaled themselves therewith, ill treated the Crew, beat 
the Maie with the flat of their s: words, and then ‘returned to the Schooner, 
whereupon Captain Macey and his people were set at liberty 

During the time he was detained, the Crew stood over fie with drawn 
swords. Ele discovered that the ‘Pirate was armed with a long 9, and that 

each of the Crew had a cutiass bv his side, a clasp knife in Kis hand, anda 
brace of pistols in his belt. He understood, from :their conversation, that they 
had a Cargo of 160.Slaves : that is, 2 Slaves to aton. The Master never 
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made his appearance ; it was pretended he was sick below. The Commandant, 
as well as many of the Crew, spoke English fluently. A Spanish Ensign was 
lying on the hen-coop, in readiness to be hoisted. 

Captain Macey has entered and extended a Protest against the piratical 
Schooner, in the Office of the American Consul-General for the Cape Verde 
Islands. I have the honour to be, &c. 


John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN GOODWIN. 
| OC. CMEC: | 








No. 85. 
Mr. Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq.—( Received December 20.) 


ci) 


* 6 
Str, St. Jago, Cape Verde Islands, July 22, 1829 


I. HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of 
Aberdeen,, that Yesterday there arrived from the Havana, the Spanish 
Schooner “ Amistade,” Dionysio, Master, of 188 tons burthen, or thereabouts. 

Lieutenant Peel, of His Majesty’s Ship “ Galatea,” stepped up the Schoo- 
ner’s,side to take a view of the deck. According to the Master’s declaration, 
she is armed with 1 gun amidships, and manned with 24 hands, and is bound 
to Rio de Janeiro and Monte Video. How many guns are stowed away in 
her hold, and how many hands she has actually on board, I have still to 
ascertain. : 

. His Majesty’s Ship “Galatea” overhauled a Guincaman, a little to the 
North of this Island, on the 19th Instant. INo Slaves were found on board, 
but the Master acknowledged he had been upon the Coast to bespeak a Cargo. 


| I have the honour to be, &c. ; 
| John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN GOODWIN. 
| Gee se. OC. 








No. 86. 
Mr. Consul Goodwin to John Bidwell, Esq.—(Received December 23.) - 


Sir, Cape Verde Islands, September 19, 1829. 


| I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of 
Aberdeen, that, about a fortnight ago, there sailed from Boa Vista, for the 
Coast, a Spanish Schooner of about 80 tons burthen, called the ‘ Maeva 
Isabelita,’ Candosa, Master, from Havana direet ; and that about the 15th 
Instant, there sailed from the same Place, and with the same destination, 
another Spanish Schooner, the “ Galega,” likewise from the Havana, of 150 
tons burthen, and with a Crew of 40 hands. 
I have likewise to acquaint you, that having received information that a 
Brazilian Schooner, called the “ Cag¢ao,” had arrived at Boa Vista, from St. 
| Thomas’, with fabricated Papers, and under very suspicious circumstances, I 
| wrote to Captain Alexander Gordon, of His Majesty’s Ship ‘“ Atholl,” re- 
questing him to examine her, and to ascertain, as far as circumstances would 
allow, whether she was or had been engaged in any unlawful Undertaking ; ‘I 
have not vet received his report. 
I have the honour to be, &e. 


John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) JOHN GOODWIN, 
HERO 
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NETHERLANDS. 





No. 87. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Charles Bagot. 


Str, Foreign Office, March 13, 1899. 

IT HEREWITH transmit to you, the Copy of a Despatch, from His Ma- 

jesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, dated the 29th of November last, 

remarking on the mischief which arises from the personal impunity, with 

which Offenders against the Laws for the suppression of the Slave-trade, re- 
turn, after conviction, to the renewed pursuits of that inhuman tratBck. 

- Representations upon this subject, so far as it concerns Brazil and Spain, 
will be made to those Governments by His Majesty’s Command; and His 
Majesty’s Government are too well convinced of the sincere desire of the 
Government of His Netherland Majesty to put down illegal Slave-trade, to 
doubt that they will hesitate to issue such Instructions as may be necessary, to 
prevent the participation of the Subjects of His Netherland Majesty, in the 








abuse here complained of. I am, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
INs Excellency Sir C. Bagot, G. C. B. 
&e. xc &c. 
No. 88. 


Sir Charles Bagot to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received March 19. y, 


My Lorp, Brussels, March 17, 1829. 

I HAD the honour to receive, the day before Yesterday, your Lordship’s 
Despatch of the 13th Instant, transmitting to me the Copy of a Despateli 
from His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, in which is pointed out 
the evils arising from the impunity with which Persons, convicted under the 
Laws for the suppression of the Slave-trade, re-enyage in that traffick. 

I have already had some conversation upon this subject with the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, to whom f shall also make a written Representation, 
founded upon the statements contained in Mr. Jackson’s Letter to your 
Lordship. 

M. Verstolk professes the utmost readiness to do all that may depend upon 
the Netherland Government, for the repression, by every means, of this 
horrible trade,—but he tells me that, in spite of al! the efforts which have 
been so long made for that purpose, there are, as heis assured, not less than 
22,000 Slaves still annually imported into the Island of Cuba alone. 

I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, X. 1! 
Ge. Se. Oe. 





ee 


No. 89, 





The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Charles Bagot- 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 17,, 182% 
HIS MAJESTY was pleased, on the 21st of October, 1828, to appoint 
John Henry Lance, Esq., to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, im the 











His Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G. C. B. 








Ath of May 1818. 


_cellency the Baron Verstol 


by His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Le 
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room of Christopher Edward Lefroy, Esq.; and Campbell James Dalrymple, 
Esq., to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, inthe room of John 
Henry Lance, Esq., to the Mixed British and Netherland Commission, es- 


tablished at Surinam, under the Treaty between Great Britain and the Ne- 


therlands, of the 4thof May, 1818. 

Although the Appointment of Mr. Lance was the subject of a special 
Communication to the Netherland Ambassador at this Court, previously to 
Mr. Lance’s departure for Surinam, it does not appear that any formal 
notification of the two Appointments has hitherto been made directly to the 
Government of the Netherlands: and as recent accounts from Surinam give 
reason to apprehend, that some delay may consequently take place in the 
acknowledgment of Mr. Dalrymple, in his judicial character, by the Local 
Authorities of Surinam, I have to Wesire that your Excellency will announce 
the above-mentioned Appomtments to the Government of The King of the 


Netherlands, and request, that Orders may be sent out to Surinam for a 


formal recognition of both the Gentlemen in question, in their respective 
characters. am, &c. 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


ÿc. &e. &c. 


No. 90. 
Sir Chartes Bagot to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received May 7.) 


My Lorp, Brussels, April 25, 1829, 


UPON the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, of the 13th of last Month, 
I addressed. to Baron Verstolk de Soëlen, a Note, of which the enclosed is a 
Copy, transmitting to him a Copy of Mr. Jackson’s Letter to your Lordship,, 


of the 29th of November last, respecting the impunity with which Offenders: 


against the Laws for the suppression of the Slave-trade, were suffered to return, 


after conviction, to the renewed pursuits of that traflick. 


Enclosed I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Copy of an 
Answer to this Note, which I received last Night. : 

I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt, by the fast Mail, of 
your Lordship’s Despatch of the 17th Instant, directing me to notity, ofh- 
cially, to this Government, the chaiges made by His Majesty in the Mixed 
British and Netherland Commission, at Surinam, under the Treaty of the 
I have the honour to be, &c. aay 


(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. FT. 


&c. &c. &e. 


TE ——————— 


First Enclosure in No. 90. 


eS Sir Charles Bagot to Baron Verstolk de Soélen. 
Brussels, March 19, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to transmit, herewith, to his Ex- 
k de Soélen, &c. the Copy ofa Letter, which has been 
addressed to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
one, remarking on the mis- 
from the personal impunity with which Offenders against 


ehief which arises, 
turn, after conviction, to the 


the Law for the suppression of the Slave-trade, re 
renewed pursuits of that inhuman trafhck. 
Representations upon this subject, so far as it concerns Brazil and Spain, 


will be immediately made to those Governments by His Majesty’s Command;, 


and the Undersigned is instructe 
is too well convinced of the sincere 


d to assure his Excellency, that His Majesty 
desire of His Netherland Majesty to put 


SPL 
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down illegal Slave-trade, to doubt that the Netherland Government will, 
upon taking into consideration the observations made in the enelosed Letter, 
hesitate to issue such Instructions as may be necessary to prevent the parti- 
cipation of the Subjects of His Netherland Majesty, ia the abuse which is 

MH there complained of, The Undersigned, &c. ; 

My (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 

| His Excellency The Baron Verstolk de Soélen, 

&c. &c. &c. 





Second Enclosure (A.) in No, 90, 
Baron l’erstolk de Soëlen to Sir Charles Bagot. 


Bruxelles, le 24 Avril, 1829. 
LE Soussigné, &c. a eu l'honneur de recevoir la Note, que son Excellence 
Sir C. Bagot, &c. lui a adressé le 19 Mars dernier, avec la Copie d'une Lettre 
des Commissaires Britanniques à Sierra Leone, concernant l'impunité des 
Personnes, qui se livrent à la traite des Nègres, et spécialement des Officiers 
des Vaisseaux Négriers. L 
Le Soussigné ayant porté la dite Note à la connoissance du Roi, se trouve 
chargé decommuniquer al’ Ambassadeur Britannique, la Loi ci-jointe du 20 No- 
vembre, 1818, contenant des dispositions sévères contre les Capitaines de Vais- 
seaux, Pilotes, et Subrécargues, qui auraient sciémment pris service à bord des 
Batimens Négriers mentionnés dans l'Article 1 de la dite Loi. Il se permettra 
d'observer en même temps, que les Cours Mixtes ont la faculté d'appliquer les 
Loix Pénales sur latraite, et que les Commissaires de Sierra Leone, n’alléguant 
point de faits pour prouver que des Officiers appartenant à des Navires con- 
vaincus d’avoir violé les Loix prohibitives de la traite, seraient demeurés im- 
punis, le Gouvernement se trouve dans l'impossibilité d'apprécier le plus ou 
moins de fondement des griefs, qu'ils exposent dans Jeur Lettre. Cependant 
animé comme il l’est toujours du désir d’empécher cet odieux trafic par tous 
les moyens en son pouvoir, il saisira cette occasion, pour rappeler de nouveau 
les Loix Pénales ci-dessus mentionnées aux Juges des Pays-Bas. 
(Signé) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN, 
Son Excellence Sir Charles Bagot, 
&c. ec. Ser 


























(Translation.) 








Brussels, April 24, 1829. 

THE Undersigned, &c. has had the honour of receiving the Note, which his 
Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, &c. addressed to him, on the 19th of March last, 
together with a Copy of a Letter from the British Commissioners at Sierra 
Leone, concerning the impunity of Persons engaging in the Slave-trade, and 
particularly of Officers of Slaving-vessels. 

The Undersigned having laid the Note in question before The King, is 
directed to communicate to the British Ambassador the enclosed Law, of the 
20th November 1818, containing severe enactments against Captains of Ships, 
Pilots, and Supercargoes, who shall knowingly have entered the service of 
such Slave-vessels as are specified in Article 1 of the said Law. He takes 
leave to observe, at the same time, that the Mixed Courts are competent to 
apply the Penal Laws enacted respecting the Slave-trade,and that, as the Com- 
missioners of Sierra Leone, allege no facts to prove that the Officers belonging 
to the Vessels convicted of having violated the probibitory Laws of the tratlick, 
have remained unpunished, the Government cannot possibly appreciate the 
merits of the complaints stated in their Letter. Animated, however, as the 
Government always are with the desire of preventing this hateful traffick, by 
every means in thar power, they will take the present opportunity again to 
remind the Judges of the Netherlands of the Penal Laws above: mentioned. . 

(Signed) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN, 
il Is Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, 
ul Se. Se, OC. 







































































en outre leur Patente ,sera sur-le-champ-supprimée, sans qu'il puisse dans la 
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Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 90, 
Loi des Pays-Bas, contenant des dispositions pénales, pour emptcher e 
réprimer la Traite des Nègres. 20 Novembre 1818. 

NOUS, Guillaume, par la Grace de Dieu, Roi des Pays-Bas, Prince 
d'Orange-Nassau, Grand-Duc de Luxembourg, &c. &c. &e. 

A tous ceux qui les présentes verront; salut! Savoir faisons: 

Ayant pris en considération, non-seulement que, par notre Arrêté du 15 
Juin, 1814, nous avons mis en œuvre des mesures préalables pour réprimer la 
traite des Nègres, mais éncore que, par P Article 8 du Traité du 13 Août, 1814, 
ainsi que par l'Article premier du Traité ultérieur du 4 Mai dernier, respec - 
tivement conclus avec la Grande Bretagne, Nous Nous sommes engagés d’une 
manière solennelle à réprimer et empêcher efficacement, par des dispositions 
pénales, ce commerce si déshonorant pour l'humanité : 

A ces causes, Notre Conseil d'Etat entendu, et de commun accord avec les 
Etats-Généraux, avons statué, et statuons : 


_. ART. 1.—A compter de la publication de la présente Loi il ne sera permis 


à aucun de Nos Sujets, et généralement à aucun Individu qui se trouverait 
dans l'étendue de Notre Royaume, de faire la traite des Nègres, ni de prendre, 
directement ou indirectement, part à ce commerce, soit en armant où équip- 
ant des Vaisseaux ou Navires, à cet effet, ou en participant, au même effct, 
dans l'armement d’aucuns Batimens Nationaux ou autres; soit en les frétant 
ou affrétant sciemment pour cet usage; soit en allant quérir, ou acheter, 
vendant ou échangeant, et en introduisant ou faisant introduire, ouvertement 
ou d’une manière clandestine, des Nègres comme Esclaves dans quelque Colonic 
ou Etablissement des Pays-Bas, situé hors de l'Europe ou même dans des 
Colonies ou Etablissemens Etrangers ; à peine, pour les contrevenans et leurs 


G 


complices, d’une amende de 5,000f1. et en outre de réclusion pour & Années, 


_ Arr. 2.—Seront punis des mêmes peines, les Capitaines de Navires, Pilotes ct 
Subrécargues qui auront pris service à bord d’un Batiment, sachant qu'il 
était employé à la traite des Nègres, et qui auront ainsi exercé ou favorisé ce 
commerce illicite, soit pour leur propre compte, soit pour compte d'autrui. 


Arr. 3.—Les matelots et autres gens de l'équipage qui auront eu connaissance 
que le Bâtiment sur lequel ils servent, était destiné à faire ou favoriser la 
traite des Négres, seront punis d’un emprisonnement de 6 Mois au moins, et de 
2 Années au plus; ceux qui viendront à l’apprendre par la suite, sont dès ce 
moment quittés et déchargés de leur engagement, et ils seront tenus, sous la 
même peine, de quitter le service dès qu’ils pourront le faire sans danger. 


ART. 4.—La peine d'emprisonnement mentionnée à l'Article 3, sera de 


‘même encourue par tous Assureurs, Courtiers de Navires, et autres, qui auront 
3 3 9 


assuré quelque Vaisseau ou Navire, ou qui en auront favorisé l’affrétement en 
quelque manière que ce soit, sachant qu’il etait destiné à la traite des Nègres; 


f 


suite, leur en être délivré de semblable, 


Arr. 5.—Les dispositions pénales ci-dessus énoncées, ne seront néanmoins 
nullement applicables au cas où des Esclaves actuellement existans dans les 
Colonies, ou leurs enfans nés ou à naitre, viendraient à être transportés dans 
les Indes Occidentales, soit d'une Colonie des Pays-Bas à une autre, ou d’une 
Colonie Etrangère à une autre, ou d’une Colonie des Pays-Bas à une Colonie 
Etrangère, ou d'une Colonie Etrangère à une Colonie des Pays-Bas, ou enfin 
d’une, Colonie quelconque dans les Indes Occidentales à une autre partie. 

Déclarons au contraire bien expressément que nul ne pourra, en aucune 
manière, être inquiété à ce sujet, attendu que le dit transport n’est point com- 
pris dans les prohibitions de la présente Loi. 

ART. 6.—Pareillement les peines comminées par la présente Loi, ne pourront 


être rendues anplieables à ceux qui auront sauvé et secouru quelque Bâtiment 
26 
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chargé d’Esclaves, se trouvant en détresse, ou bien qui auront reçu à bord 
des Esclaves embarqués sur un tel Bâtiment, pourvu qu’à son entrée dans le 
premier Port où 1l viendra à relâcher, le Capitaine ou Patron en fasse décla- 
ration en bonne forme dans les 24 A 


Mandons et ordonnons que la présente Loi soit insérée au Journal Officiel, 
et que Nos Ministres et autres Autorités qu'elle concerne, tiennent strictement 
Ja main À son exécution. 


Donné à Bruxelles, le 20 Novembre de l’An 1818, et de Notre Règne le 
cinquième. 
Par le Roi, (Signed) GUILLAUME. 
(Signed) J.G, De Mey Van STREEFKERK. 


(Translation.) 


WE, William, by the Grace of God, King of the Netherlands, Prince of 
Orange-Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxembourg, &c. &c. &c. 

To all who shall see these presents, greeting: we notify, that, 

Having taken into consideration, that, by our Decree of June 15, 1814, 
we have employed preliminary measures for checking the Slave-trade, and 
also that, by Article 8 of the Treaty of August 13, 1814, as well as by 
Article 1 of the subsequent Treaty of May 4th last, respectively concluded 
with Great Britain, we have solemuly engaged, by denouncing punishnients, 
effectually to eet and impede that traffick, which is so disgraceful to 
humanity. 

We have, therefore, after hearing our Council of State, and communicating 


with the Sites General! decreed, and do decree: 


ART, 1.—From the date of the publication of the present Law, none of our 
Subjects, and, in general, no one residing within our Realm, shall be per- 
mitted to carry on “the Slave trade, or to ‘participate, either directly or indi- 
rectly, in this traffick, whether by Attn out Vessels or Ships for that purpose, 
or by taking part, to the same end, in the equipment of any National or other 
Vessels, either by engaging or by letting them designedly for such use; or 
by going for, buying, selling, exchanging and importing, or causing to be 
imported, either openly or clandestinely, Sie into any Colony or Settle- 
ment of the Netherlands, out of Europe, or even into Foreign Colonies or 
istablishments, under pain to Transgressors and their accomplices, of a fine 
of 5,000 florins, in addition to 5 Years’ imprisonment. 


ART. 2.—Shall be punished, in the same manner, the Masters of Vessels, 
Pilots, and Supercargoes, that shall have entered themselves on board 
Vessel, knowing her to be employed in the Slave-trade, and who shall thus 
have exercised or favoured that illicit traffick, whether for their own account 
or that of another. 


ART. 3.—Sailors and other Persons composing the Crew who have known 
the Vessel on which they have engaged themselves, to be intended to carry on 
or favour the Slave-trade, shall ae liable to be imprisoned for 6 Mouths at 
least, or for a term not exceeding 2 Years; those who obtain knowledge of 
of it hereafter, are from that moment released and discharged. from their 
engagements, and shall be obliged, under the same penalty, te quit the ser- 
vice as soon as they shall be able so to do without risk. 


Arr. 4.—The imprisonment mentioned in Article’ 3, shall be incurred by 

all Underwriters, Brokers, Ship-brokers, and’others, who shall have insured 
any Vessel or Ship, or whe shall have favoured the letting of any Vessel 
whatsoever, knowing her to be destined for the Slave- trade « their Licence 
shall, besides, immediately be cancelled, nor shall they ever be capable of 
receiving ce. 4 


Art. 5.—The penalties above denounced, however, shall not apply, in case 
y Slaves actually found in the Colonies, or their children, whether bora or 
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to be born, should happen to be transferred within the West Indies, either 
from a Netherland Colony to another, from a Foreign Colony to another, or 
from a Netherland Colony to a Foreign Colony, or from a Foreign Colony to 
one of the Netherlands, or finally, from any Colony in, to another part of, 
the West Indies. FR 

On the contrary, we declare expressly, that it shall not be lawful to molest 
any one in the least on that account, inasmuch as the transfer alluded to does 
not come within the prohibitions set forth in the present Law. 


Art. 6.—Neither shall it be lawful to make the penalties awarded by the 
present Law, bear upon those who shall have saved or succoured any Vessel 
laden with Slaves, when in distress, or who shall have received on board 
Slaves embarked on such a Vessel, provided that, on their arrival in the first 
Port which they shall make, the Master give due information of the same 
within 24 hours. 


We therefore order and direct, &c. 


Done at Brussels, November 20, 1818, in the 5th Year of our Reign. 


By Order of The King, (Signed) WILLIAM. 
(Signed) J. G. De Mey Van STREEFKERK. 





No. Q1. 
Sir Charles Bagot to The Earl of Aberdeen.—{ Received May 7.) 


My Lorp, Brussels, May 1, 1829. 


I HAVE herewith the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Copy of a 
Note, which I received Yesterday from the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in 
reply to that which I addressed to him, on the 25th of last Month, notifying 
the Appointments by His Majesty of Mr. John Henry Lance and Mr. Camp- 
bell James Dalrymple, to their respective Offices in the Mixed British and 
Netherland Commission, established at Surinam, under the Treaty of the 
Ath of May 1818. I have the honour to be, &ce. 

(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. ces oh 





Enclosure in No. 91. 
Baron Verstolk de Soélen to Sir Charles Bagot. 


Bruxelles, le 29 Avril, 1829. 


LE Soussigné, &c, 2 efi Phouneur de recevoir de son Excellence Sir C. 
Bagot, &c. sa Note du 25 de ce Mois, rélative à la nomination de M. John 
Henri Lance, en qualité de Commissaire Juge, et de M. Campbell James 
Dalrymple, en qualité de Commissaire Arbitre, près de la Commission Mixte 
des Pays-Bas et de la Grande Bretagne, établie à Surinam en vertu du Traité 
existant entre les deux Gouvernements, pour la répression de la traite des 
Nègres. | 

Le Soussigné s’est empressé de faire part de ces nominations au Départe- 
ment de la Marine et des Colonies, en l’invitant à en prévenir les Autorités à 
Surinam, pour que le Juge, et Arbitre, nouvellement nommés, soient reconnus 
dans leurs qualités respectives. 

Il saisit, &c. 


(Signé) : VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 


Son Excellence Sir C. Bagot, 


§e. Se. ne 
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Translation. 
Brussels, April 20, 1829. 

THE Undersigned, &c. has had the houour to receive from his Excellency 
Sir Charles Bagot, &c. his Note of the 25th of this Month, relative to the Nomi- 
nation of Mr. John Henry Lance, in quality of Commissary Judge, and of Mr. 
Campbell James Dalrymple, in quality of Commissioner of Arbitration, in 
the Mixed Commission of the Netherlands and Great Britain, established at 
Surinam, by virtue of the Treaty existing between the two Governments, 
for the suppression of the Slave-trade. 

The Undersigned lost no time in communicating these Nominations to the 
Department of Marine and Colonies, requesting it to inform the Autho- 
rities at Surinam thereof, tothe end that the Judge and the Arbitrator, newly 
appointed, may be acknowledged in their respective Offices, f 

He avails himself, &c. 
(Signed) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, 
Sve. Se, d'e. 





ATCT SLA SAI SSSR SENN 
No. 02, 


Sir Charles Bagot to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Receiwved June 4.) 
My Lorp, Brussels, June 2, 1829. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 
19th Ultimo, transmitting to me printed Copies of Papers, relative to the 
Slave-trade, presented, by His Majesty’s Command, to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. _ I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. 7. 
&c. &e. Ye. 


No. 93, 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Thomas Cartwright, Esq. 


SIR, Foreign Office, August 31, 1829, 

1 HEREWITH transmit to you a Copy of a Letter, and of its Enclosures, 
addressed by the Commander of His Majesty’s Squadron on the African 
Coast to the Secretary to the Admiralty, giving an account of Slave-trade, 
carried on, in open day, under the cloak of the Netherland Flag, at the Dutch 
Fort at Accra. 

I feel confident that the Netherland Government, upon being informed of 
the facts communicated in the accompanying Papers, will take the most eff. 
cacious measures for putting a stop to this abuse of their Flag, whereby the 
humane intentions of His Netherland Majesty, in respect to the suppression 
of ‘African Slave-trade, are openly set at nought. 

Iam, &c. 
Thomas Cartwright, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN, 

&e. &e. &c. 





Enclosure in No. 93. 
Commodore Collier to The Eight Hone Jo W. Croker. 


SIR, IT, M.S.“ Sybille,” Coast of Africa, April 12, 1829. 

I LEG to enclose to vou, for the information of their Lordships, a Report 
mice to me by 2 Ofheers of this Ship, also a Copy of my Letter, enclosing 
the said Report, to Colonel Last, the Dutch Governor of Elmina. i 








NETHERLANDS, jos :7/ 

A Wh 

Their Lordships will perceive, on referring toa Chart of the Gold Coast, Wit 
that the Fort of Dutch Accra is not more than a quarter of a Mile from our Hi) 
own Fort at British Accra, and the Slave-trade is carried on, under the cloak ih 
of the Dutch Flag, to a most alarming extent in open day, and although the IA 

| - said Flag is hoisted on the Fort, there is not actually even a Serjeant or | Wh 
| Corperal to maintain any authority, the Place being abandoned by the Dutch, HIM 
the Flag only remaining. + [ll 
I trust their Lordships will approve of my Letter to Governor Last, re- || 
resenting the abuse and disgrace which has thus become attached to the HHH) 
lag at Dutch Accra. I have, &c. HT 


(Signed) F. A. COLLIER. 
| The Right Hon. J. W. Croker, | 
| as? §e. GE Il 











Sub-Enclosure (A.) in No. 93. | it 


Messrs. Moxon and Nott to Commodore Collier. A) 


Sir, H. M.S.“ Sybille,’ Accra, April 5, 1829, WN 


WE have the honour to acquaint you, that, in obedience to your directions, Ht 
we proceeded to a House in the rear of Dutch Accra, and there saw 55 Slaves, 
linked together by chains round the neck, in gangs of 17 and 10 each. We hl 
conversed with one who spoke English very well, and who stated his name to | i 
be Cudjoe Oteabah, a Native of Cape Coast, where he had known Sir Charles JU 
































Macarthy, and Captain Gordon Laing; that he had been a Servant to Mr. 1} 
Swanzy, a Merchant, who died at Annamaboo; that he was panyared js 
(seized) at Tantumquerry ; had been confined in Dutch Accra 3 Months, i 
that when he arrived, there were only 3 or 4 already in confinement: he i 


distinctly stated that he knew he had been purchased by Ankra (a Chief of 
Dutch Acera) for the Spanish Ship. io 
The House in which they were, we ascertained belonged to Ankra, and at 
the time we entered, his head wife was there with several of his people. 
| The whole of titem appeared to be in good health, were young and stout il 
‘men, We have, &c. Lol 
| (Signed) GEORGE MOXON, Acting Pursers i) 
| EDWARD B. NOTT, Mate, | 
| Commodore Collier, C. B, WT 
| &e &e. be. | 
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Sub-Enclosure (B.) in No. 93. 


Commodore Collier to the Governor of Elmina. 


SIR, H. M.S. “ Sybille, Accra, April 5, 1829, nl 


| I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a Copy of a Report 
made me by 2 Officers ot His Majesty’s Ship under my command, and, 
considering the cireumstances detailed in that Report, as disgracing the Dutch 
Flag, which is still hoisted octasionally at Dutch Accra, I have taken the 
earliest opportunity of informing you of this circumstance, that you may take 
-such measures, as will prevent in future the Dutch Flag being made a cloak 
for such inhuman and disgraceful trafhck. ta 
| likewise beg to state, that a Copy of the enclosed Report, together with a aati 
Copy ot this Letter, I shall send to my Government by the first opportunity. LA 

































































I have, &c. ia 
H. E, Colonel Last, (Signed) F. A. COLLIER. i 
7 


&e. de Se. 2 i co 
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No. 94. | 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Thomas Cartwright, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1829, 


WITH reference to my Despatch, dated 31st Ultimo, on the subject of 


the Slave-trade, said to be carried on at the Netherland Scttlement of Accra, 
on the Coast of Africa; I herewith transmit to you, for communication to the 
Netherland Government, the Extract of a Letter from Commodore Collier 
to the Secretary to the Admiralty, containing further intelligence upon 
that subject. Tam, &c. 


Thomas Cartwright, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
oe &e. &c. 





Enclosure in No. 94. 
Commodore Collier to The Right Hon. J. W. Croker. 


(Extract.) A. M.S.“ Sybille,” at Sea, May 27, 1829° 


SINCE my Communication to the Dutch Governor at Elmina, a Spanish 
Brig has landed a Cargo of goods at Dutch Accra, for the purchase of a 


Cargo of Slaves ; there is a Spanish Subject residing there, who is employed _ 


with ‘dnkra” as an Agent for collecting Slaves. 


Vue tren de jr ene (Signed) F. A. COLLIER. | 


&e 


Se. Ye. 


~Nosun. 


t 


Thomas Cartwright, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen —( Received Sept. 24.) 


My Lorp, 4 Brussels, September 22, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's | 


Despatches, of the 31st of August, and 14th Instant, together with their 
Enclosures. : À 

I have communicated to Monsieur Verstolk the Papers therein contained, 
and have received his assurance that immediate attention shall be paid to the 
case of Slave-trade, to which they relate. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. ; 
(Signed) THOMAS CARTWRIGHT, 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. 
Se. &e. Xe. 


TRUE a AR I NE UE DÉS ee TRE. ES 
ua | No. 96. 
Thomas Cartwright, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received October 12) 


My Lorp, - _ Brussels, October 9, 1829.4 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship 2 Notes from his Ex- 
ecllency Baron Verstolk de Soëlen, the contents of which state, that he has 
received my Communication, relating to the case of Slave-trade at Accra, and 
that Captain Lucas, commanding the Frigate “ Sumatra,” bas been ordered 
to investigate it. I have the honour to be, &c. | 
_ (Signed) * THOMAS CARTWRIGHT. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. . 


Xe. Ge &e. 
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First Enclosure in No. 96, 
Baron Verstolk de Soélen to Thomas Cartwright, Esq. 


Brucelles, le 24 Septembre, 1829. 


LE Soussigné, &c. a l'honneur de porter à la connaissance de M. Cartwright, 
&c. qu'il s’est empressé, d’après les Ordres du Roi, de fixer l'attention du Dé- 
partement de la Marine et des Colonies, sur la Communication que M. 
Cartwright & bien voulu lui faire par sa Note du 21 de ce Mois, touchant la 
traite des Noirs, qui se ferait au Fort Accra, Possession des Pays-Bas sur la 
Cote de Guinée. 

(Signé) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 


Monsieur Cartwright, 


UD CNET 





(Translation.) 


Brussels, September 24, 1829. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to inform Mr. Cartwright, &c. 
that he lost no time, according to the Orders of The King, to call the attention 
of the Department of Marine and Colonies, to the Communication which 
Mr. Cartwright was pleased to make to him, in his Note of the 21st of this 
Month, concerning the Slave-trade carried on at Fort Accra, a Possession 
of the Netherlands, on the Coast of Guinea. 


Mr. Cartwright, (Signed) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 
OCG Cee. 





Second Enclosure in No. 96. 
Baron Verstolk de Soélen to Thomas Cartwright, Esq. 


MownsiEvR, Bruxelles, le 5 Octobre, 1829. 


JE m’empresse de porter a votre connaissance, pour faire suite à ma 
réponse préalable du 24 Septembre, que la Frégate Royale “ Sumatra,” 
commandée par le Capitaine Lucas, devant se rendre incessamment sur la 
Céte de Guinée, Le Roi a ordonné qu’on profiterait de cctte circonstance pour 
recommander l’objet de votre Note du 21 Septembre dernier, à la sollicitude 
de cet Officier. En conséquence il sera chargé de constater sur les lieux les 
faits que vous avez bien voulu me communiquer, touchant la traite des 
Nègres, qui se ferait à Accra, sous le Pavillon des Pays-Bas, dans le but de 
prendre en suite les mesures, que l'état des choses rendrait nécessaires, pour 
empêcher à l'avenir de semblables abus. 


(Signé) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 


Monsieur Cartwright, 


&c. Se, 12 Ses 





(Translation.) 


Sir, Brussels, October 5, 1829. 


I HASTEN to inform you, as a sequel to my previous reply of the 24th 
September, that, the Royal Frigate “ Sumatra; commanded by Captain. 
Lucas, being ordered immediately to the Coast of Guinea, The King has 
commanded the opportunity to be made available for recommending the con- 
tents of your last Note, of the 21st September, to the attention of that 
Officer. He will, in consequence, be commissioned to enquire, on the spot, 
into the facts which you have been pleased to communicate to me, concern- 
ing the Slave-trade carried on at Accra, under the Flag of the Netherlands, 
with the intent of, afterwards, adopting measures, if rendered necessary by 
the state of things, to prevent similar abuses in future. 


Mr. Cartwright, (Signed), VERSTOLK DE SOELEN. 
&e. &c Fe. 
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FRANCE. 





No. 97. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, April 3, 1829. 
I HEREWITH transmit to your Excellency, the Copy of a Communica- 


tion which I have received from the Colonial Department, stating that a 

ng, named “ Nezrsée,” or “ Estafette,” laden with Slaves, was detained 
off Calabar by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” that the Vessel in question was 
taken first to Fernando Po, and that, in proceeding from that Island to Sierra 
Leone, where it was intended that the circumstances attending her detention 
should be submitted to the Court of Mixed Commission, for investigation, 


the Crew, aided by other Individuals on board of the Vessel, rose upon the 
Persons at the time in charge of her, and carried the Vessel. ta Gua supe, 
at which Place, having landed the Slaves, reported to be 280 à imber, to- 
gether with 9 free Africans, who had been placed on board by Sritish 


Authorities in possession, the Vessel made sail for Martinique, anu in her 
way thither landed at Dominica the British Officers and Men who had been 
originally placed on board, when she was detained by His Majesty’s Ship 
* Eden,” 

His Majesty’s Government, animated with the same spirit of frankness and 
good faith, by which all their Communications with the Government of His 
Most Christian Majesty are dictated, have no desire to conceal from the 
datter, any of the circumstances which have come to their knowledge upon 
this transaction, nor do they hesitate to avow that those circumstances, so 
far as His Majesty’s Government are yet apprized of them, do appear to make 
out against the Commander of one of His Majesty’s Cruizers, a Case of inter- 
ference with a Vessel, suspected to be French, which, not even the traffick 
in which she was engaged, can justify. 

Upon this part of the Case, His Majesty’s Government can at present only 
assure the Government of His Most Christian Majesty, that enquiries will be 
instituted, without delay, by the proper Department of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, with a view of obtaining the fullest explanation upon the questionable 
circumstances here adverted to. 

In the mean while, His Majesty’s Government deem it to be their duty to 
communicate, without reserve, to the Government of His Most Christian 
Majesty, the statement which has reached them upon this transaction, and 
entertain no doubt, that the French Government, of whose humane anxiety 
to put down the hateful trattick in Slaves, His Majesty’s Government are full 
assured, will institute immediate enquiries into the illegal proceedings in sa 
French Subjects appear to have been engaged on this occasion, with a view of 
punishing the Transgressors, and of preventing in future the successful prose. 
cution of undertakings, proscribed by the Laws of every Nation of Europe. 

His Majesty’s Government request, that the French Government will give 
directions that the Free Africans, who were put on board of the Vessel in 
question by British Otficers, may be delivered up to the Governor of Domi- 
nica, to be transported back to their Native Country, Your Excellency will 
have the goodness to make without delay a Communication to the effect above 
stated to the French Government, and to transmit the Answer to me, for the 
information of His Majesty’s Government. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
I. E. Lord Stuaré de fothesay, G. C. B. 


À un Da 
YC. Se. Se. 
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Enclosure in No. 97. 
Horace Twiss, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


SIR, Downing-Street, March 23, 1829. 


I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Murray, to request that you will 
lose no time in calling the attention of the Earl of Aberdeen to the accom- 
panying Copies of a Communication from the Governor of Dominica, report- 
ing certain transactions which had come to his knowledge, connected with 
Slave-trading to the French Islands of Guadaloupe and Martinique. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) HORACE TWISS. 

SOC UC C, 





Sub-Enclosure (A.) in No. 97. 
The Governor of Dominica to Sir George Murray. 


SIR, Government House, Dominica, February 2, 1829. 


IT is notorious that, totwithstanding the Laws established in France for 
the abolition of the Slave-trade, great numbers of African Slaves are continu- 
ally imported into the Colonies of Guadaloupe and Martinique. 1 have now 
to report a most flagrant Case of this illicit traflick, which has recently 
occurred, under very extraordinary circumstances. 

In the Month of November last, a Brig, having on board 280 Slaves, was 
captured, off the Coast of Africa, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden.” Mr. Davis, 
Master’s Assistant, with 5 English Seamen, and 8 Free Black-men, were sent 
on board the Prize, to conduct it to Sierra Leone, for the purpose of adjudi- 
cation. While on the Voyage thither, these Men were surprized and over- 
powered by part of the original Crew of the Slave-vessel, who carried it to 
Guadaloupe, where, on the Night of the 23d Ultimo, the whole of the Slaves, 
all the Free Black-men aforementioned, anda Free Black-woman, wife of one 
of them, were promiscuously landed in the most expeditious and methodical 
manner. It was understood that the Brig sailed, immediately afterwards, 
for Martinique. The Officer and the 5 English Seamen, belonging to the 
«* Eden,” were put into an open Boat, and fortunately they reached this 
Island. I have the honour to transmit, enclosed, the Deposition of Mr. 
Davis, taken before the Chief Justice, and which will put you more minutely 
in possession of the particulars of this transaction. 

I have applied te the Governor of Guadaloupe, for the restitution of the 8 
men, and the woman, Free Blacks and British Subjects, who were all forced on | 
Shore with the Slaves. And I have written to the Governor of Martinique, 
representing, that, as the Brig was found actually employed in the illegal 
transport of Slaves, and that she was proceeding to Sierra Leone, in order to 
fair trial and adjudication, she ought still to be considered a British Prize; 
but if any doubt should exist on that head, T requested that the Vessel, if at 
Martinique, might be detained until the Case should be referred to higher 
authority for decision. The result shall be reported to you by the first pos- 
sible opportunity after my receipt thereof. * 

From the atrocious instance herein brought to your knowledge, and from 
many other well known facts, it is not to be doubted that a regular systein 
for the importation of African Slaves into the French Colonies, is carried on 
to an enormous extent, and which could, surely, not take place, were the 
Local Aathoritics sincere and active in the enforcement of the French Laws, 
relative to the abolition of the Slave-trade. 

‘IT have transmitted to the Officer commanding His Majesty’s Naval Forces 
on this Station, a full account of all that has passed upon this subject, request- 
ing, at the same time, to know his wishes, with regard to the disposal of the 

28 
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Officer and Seamen belonging to the “Eden,” It is, however, impossible 
for my letter to reach him before the departure of the Mail, about to proceed 
to England; and I therefore beg to submit, that the substance of this my 
Despatch to you may be communicated to the Lords of the Admiralty, to 
remove the anxiety which must naturally be felt respecting the fate of the 


Brig, and of the Persons sent on board her from the “ Eden.” 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) WILLM. NICOLAY. 
The Right Hon. Sir G. Murray, G. C. B. 


&e. Se. &e. 





Sub-Enclosure (B.) in No. 97. 
Afidavit of Mr. J. Davis, respecting the “ Neirsée,” alias “ Estafette.” 


Before the Honourable Robert Jameson, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Courts of Judicature, held in and for the Island of Dominica. 


APPEARED James Davis, Master’s Assistant of His Majesty’s Ship-of- 
War the “ Eden,” who, being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, deposeth and saith, that, on or about the 18th day of No- 
vember last past, the “ Eden,” Captain Owen, captured the French Brig, 
commanded by one Ferau, and bound to Guadaloupe, whilst she was at 
Anchor off Calabar, in the Bight of Biafra, having on board 280. African 
Slaves. The Brig, by the Ship’s Papers, was called the “ Meirsée,’ and her 
company consisted, besides the Commander, of 33 men, including a Captain, 
‘en Second,” and 2 Mates. The Brig was taken with her Cargo to Fernando 
Po, and kept there until the 27th day of November aforesaid, when De- 
ponent was directed to proceed with the Brig to Northwest Bay, distant 
about 20 miles, to purchase yams, for the use of the Crew and of the African 
Slaves on board (the quantity found on board at the time of the Capture 
not being deemed sufficient) and there to await the arrival of the “ Horatio,” 
Tender, to proceed to Sierra Leone for the adjudication of the Brig and 
Cargo. On the 2d of December, the Brig sailed from Northwest Bay, in 
company with the “ Horatio,” Tender, having on board, besides. Deponent, 
5 Seamen of the ‘ Fden’s” Crew, 2 Marines (invalids) 5 Free Black-men, 
(known upon the African Coast by the name of Kroo-men) belonging to the 
‘ Eden,” and entered on the Ship’s Books, besides 3 other Free Black-men 
passengers, going to Sierra Leone. There were alsoon board, of the original 
French Crew, the Captain, “en Second,” the 2 Mates, and 15 Men, the rest of 
the Crew having been landed at Fernando Po, with the exception of the Com- 
mander Ferau, who was on board the Tender. Some days after they had 
been at Sea, 2 of the Seamen of the “ Eden’s” Crew fell sick, Deponent sent 
them on board the Tender, and received in return 2 Spaniards, who had been 
previously taken on board Foreign Slave-vessels, and who had volunteered to 
serve on board the Tender. On the Morning of the 19th of December, about 
2 o’Clock, the Brig parted company with the Tender in a tornado; this was 
in 50 miles South Latitude, and6 degrees East Longitude. On the Morning 
of the 24th of December, about half-past 11 o’Clock, as Deponent was lying 
in his cot, taking his usual rest, from the fatigues of the preceding Night, he 
heard the report of a pistol, when be immediately got up, and was at the 
same moment fired at by one of the French Crew ; he was then ordered by the 
French Captain, ‘en Second,” to go below, 1 of the 2 Spaniards (who had 
joined the French, and ultimately remained with them) at the same time 
seized Deponent by the back, and forced him down the hatchway ; 2 of the 
Seamen of the ‘ Eden’s” Crew were wounded, 1 in the head, and the other 
stabbed, and cutin 2 different places. The 3 Seamen, the 8 Free Black-men, and 
2 Marines, were all put in irons on the same day, and were allowed, for 8 or 
10 days, the use of the fore-castle, but on some alleged suspicion on the 
part of the Frenchmen, that the “ Eden’s” Crew intended retaking the Brig, 














He No Ty cae | 


they were ordered and kept below during the rest of the Voyage, with the Mh 
exception of the,2 Marines, who were released for 2 or 3 days, on account of Ny 
illness. Deponent further saith, that at the commencement of the revolt, 
and on the firing of the pistols, the 8 Free Black-men, instead of coming to 
the assistance of this Deponent, took alarm, and ran down below ; during the 
| rest of the Voyage nothing particular occurred ; they arrived at the French 
| Island of Deseada, distant from Guadaloupe about 15 miles, and went into 
Port under Dutch Colours, about 11 o’Clock in the Forenoon of Friday, the 
23d of January Instant, where she remained at anchor, and in communi- 
cation with the Shore, until about 5 o’Clock in the Afternoon, when she got AL 
under weigh, and proceeded to Guadaloupe, which they reached about 11 Wi 
o’Clock at Night, and anchored. They immediately commenced landing the Ni 
Africans, which occupied them until about 2 o’Clock the following Morning. Hl 
The 8 Free Black-men were landed also, promiscuously with the Slaves, and De- A 
ponent saith, that the landing of the Slaves was carried on without any apparent 
attempt at secresy, there being a large fire upon the Shore, and at least 12 Wit 
large Boats assisting ; and this Deponent, as far as he could judge from the numer- Wh 
ous lights, believes that the place of landing was in the vicinity of some Town, Wh 
which, from its situation, be believes to have been that of Point a Pitre. Two nA) 
hours after the landing was completed, they made sail for Martinique, (to i 
which Island Deponent was informed the Brig belonged, and was one of MH 
several Ships which annually brought Cargoes of Slaves to the French | 
Islands,) leaving the Captain ‘ en Second” on Shore, and having previously Ni 
thrown overboard their 2 remaining great guns, their musketry, and small i 
arms: the pistols belonging to the men of the “Eden,” were given to the Wh 
Pilot, who conducted the Brig from Deseada to Guadaloupe. Deponent, HI 
| together with the 3 Seamen, and 2 Marines, were put in an open Boat, and I 

informed, that the Island in sight, was. the British Island of Dominica, and ie 

that himself and men, might make the best of their way there. Deponent Wi 

reached Prince Rupert’s Bay, in this Island, on the same day, about 5 o’Clock 
| in the Afternoon, and came up to Roseau the following day, Sunday Morning, il) 
the 25th of January. Deponent further saith, that though by the Ship’s 
| Papers, the Brig’s name appeared to be “ Neirsée,” yet he was given to | 
understand she went on the Coast by the name of the “ Æstafette”” That 
the Deponent has no doubt but that he could instantly identify the said 
Vessel, and the several Individuals who formed her Crew, and also the several HA) 
Free Black persons landed among the Slaves ; and lastly, Deponent was Hitt 
informed by the Mate of the Brig, that it was the custom of the French Slave- fl 
ships to call at one of the small French Islands, either Deseada, or Marie JL 
Galante, and there take instructions as to the place of landing the Cargo. 































































































ESSE 














| (Signed) JAMES DAVIS. | | 
Sworn before me, this 28th day of January, 1829. Nh 
(Signed) ROBERT JAMESON. (ll 





| January 29, 1829.—Daniel Wilson, Hugh Jones, and Joseph Rolfe, the 3 
| Seamen, and James Moore, 1 of the 2 Marines, referred to by the Deponent, 
. James Davis, (the other Marine being too ill to attend) were severally 
| examined by me upon oath, respecting the facts detailed in the above 
| Deposition, and confirmed, so far as they were concerned, every circumstance (ll 
therein stated, with this addition, that there were, in fact, 9 free Africans, 8 
males, and a female, carried away among those who had been made Slaves by it 
the French, the female being the wife of one of the Passengers. They further | 
stated, that these 9 Persons had long been in the service of the English, upon 
the African Coast, (having been, to the Examinant’s own knowledge, for 
nearly 2 Years employed, 5 on board the ‘ Eden,” and 3 as carpenters, or ‘hh 
shingle makers, at Fernando Po,) and that they all spoke English very well. 
All the Examinants agreed that they could instantly identify these several 

Persons. | 
Mr. Davis was again examined respecting the fact of there having been a 
female Free African also ; he stated that the information was true, but that it i 
had escaped his memory at the time of making his Deposition. 


(Signed) ROBERT JAMESON. i 
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No. 98. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Recewed May 1.) 
My Lorp, Paris, April 27, 1829. 


THE accompanying Letter, stating the particulars of the equipment of 2 
Vessels, suspected to have been dispatched from Nantes, for the purpose of 
trading in Slaves, has been transmitted to me through the intervention of His 
Majesty’s Consul in that Port. 

I have not failed to carry these circumstances to the knowledge of the 


French Government. 
I have the honour to be, &e. 


(Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, &. T. 
&e. §c. Ye. 


Enclosure in No. 98. 


Mr. Consul-Gencral Morier to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 
My Lorp, Paris, April 25, 1829. 
I THINK it my duty to lay before your Excellency, the Extract of a 
Letter, which I have just received from: His Majesty’s Consul at Nantes, 
giving information of 2 French Vessels fitted out at that Port, under circum- 
stances which may lead to the suspicion, that they are intended for the 
Slave-trade. . À have, &e. 


(Signed) D. R. MORIER. 


His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G.C. B. 
&e. &c. Ge 





Sub-Enclosure in No. 98. 


Mr. Consul Newman to Mr. Consul-General Morier. 
(Extract.) Nantes, April 18, 1829. 


THE Slave-trade is so conducted as to preclude the possibility of stating 
positively that the Vessels are to be engaged in it; 2 have lately sailed from 
hence, the Brig “ Emilie,” of 149 tons, belonging to Messrs. Peltier, 
Frères, and the Schooner-Brig “ Félicité of 131 tons, belonging to Messrs: 
Led, Faon, and Co. the latter was advertised for freight to the Coast of 
Africa. I visited them occasionally during their fitting out, even to the day 
of their sailing, but there were no stores of auy description taken on board, or 
prepared for them here, that I could hear of, to justify a supposition that they 
were intended for the Slave-trade, yet any person at all acquainted with 
shipping, would be of opinion, that Vessels of this description could not be 
employed in any other trade, without the certainty of their losing money, 
their build being such as to prevent them from stowing a sufficient Cargo to 
cover their expenses. The object of their supposed Voyage, however, is only 
a conjecture; it was impossible to report that they could be intended for any 
other Voyage than for Slaves, for a Merchant has a right to employ what 
description of Vessels he may think proper, and if he chooses to send one to 
Africa for gold-dust, elephant’s teeth, &c., that cannot by any possibility 
make a freight to cover the disbursements of the Voyage, who can prevent 
him? Whatever my opinion of the ulterior destination of the above-named 
Vessels may be, it would be difficult to adduce one proof that they are 
intended for the Slave-trade. | 

s (Signed) HENRY NEWMAN, 
D. R. Morier, Esq. à | ie 
&e. &e. S&e. 
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No. 99. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received May 11.) 


My Lorp, 


IN obedience to the directions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch 
dated the 3d of April, I addressed the Letter, of which I enclose a Copy, 
to the French Minister, representing the circumstances which have taken 
place respecting the Slave-ship the “ Estafette,” and, without justifying the 
proceedings of the British Officer, I claimed the restitution of the Black 
Seamen on board the Prize, who have been seized and sold in the West 
Indies. 

The French Ministers returned the enclosed Answer to my Representation, 
offering the satisfaction we are entitled to expect ; and, though they profess to 
shave received no information upon the subject, I think it strange that they 
should be ignorant, that an angry Correspondence. has taken place between 
the Officer commanding His Majesty’s Ships in the West Indies, and the 
Governor of Martinique, respecting this affair. 

I have the honour to be, 


&e. 
(Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 


Paris, May 8, 1829. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


Se. Se. Se. 


First Enclosure in No. 99. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Cent Portalis. 


SIR, 3 +. Paris, April 7, 1829. 


IN compliance with the directions of my Court, it is my duty to carry to 
your Excellency’s knowledge, the following circumstances, of a violation of 
His Most Christian Majesty’s Regulation, for the abolition of the Slave-trade. 

“In the Month of November last, a Brig (named the “ ÆEstafeite,” alias, 
the “ Neirsée,”) having on board 280 Slaves, was captured on the Coast of 
Africa, by His Majesty’s Ship, “ Eden.” Mr. Davis, Master’s-Assistant, 
with some English Seamen, and several Free Black-men, were sent on board 
the Prize to conduct her to Sierra Leone, for the purpose of adjudication. 
While on the Voyage, these Men were surprized and overpowered by part of 
the original Crew of the Slave-vessel, who carried her to Guadaloupe, where, 
on the 23d January 1829, the whole of the Slaves, all the Free Black-men, 
above-mentioned, and a Free Black-woman, were landed. 

It is supposed that the Brig sailed immediately afterwards for Martinique. 

The Officer and the 5 English Seamen, belonging to the ‘ Eden,” were 


put into an open Boat, and fortunately they reached the Island of Dominica. 


The enclosed is the Deposition of Mr. Davis, taken before the Chief Justice 


of Dominica, which states minutely the particulars of this transaction. 


As my Goyernment views with displeasure the interference of His Majesty’s 
Officer, with a Vessel suspected to be French, however illegal the traffick in 
which she appears to have, been engaged, the necessary enquiries will be set 
on foot, without delay, for the purpose of obtaining an accurate knowledge of 
the circumstances which attended the original Capture of this Vessel, and 
they doubt not, on the other hand, that if the researches of the French Go- 
vernment shall prove French Subjects to have been employed in the Slave-trade, 


that measures will be adopted to punish the Offenders, and to prevent further 


infraction of the Law upon this subject. 3 ; 

Whatever may be the result of these enquiries, the British Government is 

entitled to request that Instructions may be given to the proper Authorities, to 

deliver to the Governor of Dominica, the Free Africans employed by the 
29 
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Prize-Master in the navigation of the “ AVeirsée,” (alias “ Estafette,”) in 
order to enable that Officer to make the necessary arrangements for their con- 
veyance to their Native Country. 
L-haveske-. 4 
(Signed) © STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
His Excellency Monsieur de Portalis, 


Se. Se Ye. 


Second Enclosure in No. 99. 
The Count Portalis to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


MoxSIEUR L'AMBASSADEUR, Paris, le 8 Mai, 1829. 


LE Ministre de la Marine m'adresse aujourd'hui les renseignemens, que 
je lui avais demandés sur l’objet de la Lettre que votre Excellence, m'a fait 
l'honneur de m'écrire, le 7 du Mois dernier. | 

Il en résulte que des 9 Nègres, y compris une Négresse, qui se trouvaient 
à bord le Navire Francais “ /’Æstafette;” arrêté par un Bâtiment de Sa 
Majesté Britannique, repris par son équipage, et débarqués à Guadeloupe, 
6 se sont rendus à la Dominique; ilest probable que les 3 autres ont été 
également mis à portée de suivre la même destination, av surplus les ordres 


ont été donnés et les mesures prises pour que, dans le eas où il se trouvaient — 


encore dans l'Ile, ils soient immédiatement remis à la disposition des Autorités 
Anglaises. 

La réquisition que votre Excellence m'adresse se trouvait ainsi prévenue. 

Le Gouvernement du Roi a la confiance, qu’ ainsi que votre Excellence 
Jui en transmet l’assurance, la conduite de l'Officier quia arrêté un Bâtiment 
sous Pavillon de Sa Majesté, sera sévèrement examinée, et que le résultat de 
cet examen previendra désormais le retour de pareille violation, que ne saurait 
just'fier, quelque coupable qu’il soit, l'odieux trafic dont il s'agit, et dont la 
répression, et le châtiment appartient exclusivement aux Autorités aux quelles: 
Sa Majesté en a délégué le droit. 

à J’ai honneur, &c. 
(Signé) CTE. PORTALIS. 
Son Excellence Monsieur l Ambassadeur d Angleterre, 
Ke. Se. &c. 





{Translation.) 


Srr, oa Paris, May 8, 1829. 


THE Minister of the Marine has this day transmitted to me the information 
for which I bad applied to him, respecting the object of the Letter which 
your Excelleney did me the honour to write to me, on the 7th Ultimo. | 

It thence would appear that of the 9 Blacks, inclusive of a Negress, found om 
board the French Vessel, the “ Estafette,” which was detained bya Ship of 
His Britannick Majesty, and retaken by the Crew of the former, were landed 
at Guadaloupe, 6 of them having gone to Dominica; it is probable that 
the 3 others have proceeded thither likewise, but orders have been 
given, and measures taken, in case they should still be in the Island, to 
place them immediately at the disposal of the English Authorities, so that the 
demand which your Excellency has addressed to me has been thus complicd 
with by anticipation. | i ; 

_The King’s Government trust, as indeed your Excelleney has assured them, 
that the conduct of the Officer who detained a Vessel under His -Majesty’s. 
Flag, will be rigorously enquired into, and that the result of that enquiry 
will prevent hereafter any similar irregularity, which cannot be jus- 
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tified by the hateful traffick in question, however culpable it may be, and 
whose repression and chastisement exclusively belong to the Authorities to 
whom His Majesty has delegated that power. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CT. PORTALIS. 
His Excellency The Ambassador of England, | 

&e. &c. &e. 


oo 


No. 100. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Recewed May 11.) 


My Lorp, Paris, May 8, 1829. 
IN’ compliance with the suggestions contained in a Letter from His Ma- 
jesty’s Consul at Nantes, I did not fail to state to the French Government the 
circumstances attending the departure of 2 Vessels, named the “ Lelie” and 
the “ Félicité,” supposed to be engaged in the Slave-trade, in the Note of 
which I have the honour to enclose the Copy. 
I think it my duty herewith to transmit the official acknowledgment of 
my Communication. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
PTT Se. &e. 


First Enclosure in No. 100. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Count Portals. 


Sir, Paris, April 27, 1829. 
IT is my duty to state to your Excellency, that 2 Vessels, apparently 
intended for the Slave-trade, have been fitted out at Nantes, by the Firms of 
Peltier and Led, Faon, and Co. under the names of the Brig ‘* Emlie,” of 149 
tons, and the Brig “ Félecité,” of 131 tons, and have proceeded to the Coast 
of Africa. I have the honour to be, &c. 
i. Des (Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
His Excellency Monsieur de Portalis, 
Sc. &e. &e. 





Second Enclosure in No. 100. 
The Count Portalis to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


MoxsIEUR L’AMBASSADEUR, . Paris, 2 Mai, 1829. 
JAI recu la Lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait l'honneur de m'écrire le 

27 Avril, relativement à l’expédition des Navires “ l'Emilie,” et la ‘ Félicité,” 
de Nantes, que leur équipement et leur destination font supposer employés 

à la traite des Noirs. As 
Je me suis empressé d’en donner avis au Ministre de la Marine. 

Je prie votre Excellence, &c. 

| : (Signé) CTE. PORTALIS. 

Son Excellence Monsieur l'Ambassadeur d'Angleterre, 


CRE NN aie 





J (Translation.) 4 

Sir, :° 3 ; MEAS Paris, May 2, 1829. 

1 HAVE received the Letter which your Excellency did me the honour to 
write to me, on the 27th of April, relative to the sailing of the Vessels  /’Æne- 
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die” and “ la Félicité,” from Nantes, and that their equipment, as well as 
destination, afford grounds for supposing them employed in the Slave-trade. 
I have lost no time in communicating the same to the Minister of Marine. 





J am, &c. 
(Signed) CT) PORTALIS. 
fis Excellency the Ambassador of England, 
&e. &e. &e. 
No. 101. 


The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, May 14, 1829. 


I HEREWITH transmit to your Exeellency, the Copy of a Communica- 
tion which has been received at this Office, from the Colonial Department, 
containing a Report from the British Commandant in the Gambia, that a Mr. 
Bricklayer had entered into a Contract with French Authorities, to furnish 
them with several hundred Slaves, to be delivered at Goree. 

Your Excellency will communicate these Papers to the Government of 
France, together with the expression of the confident persuasion of the British | 
Government, that every possible enquiry will instantly be set on foot, with a 
view to ascertain the grounds on which a charge of so serious a nature has 
been advanced against the French Authorities. 

| Tam, &c. 


(Signed) ABERDEEN. 
: His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G. C. B. | 
Sc. &c. Se. 





Enclosure in No. 101. 
R. IV. Hay, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


Sir, _ Downing- Street, May 7, 1829. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Murray, to transmit to you an 
Extract of a Despatch, which has been received from the Officer adminis= 
tering the Government in the Gambia, on the subject of the commerce in 
Slaves, carried on by an Agent of the French Government on the West Coast 
of Africa; and I am.to request that you will lay this Paper before the Earl 


af Aberdeen, for his Lordship’s information. 


were lian; cc ; | 
John Backhouse, Esq, TE (Signed) R. W. HAY. 


- Sub-Enelosure in No. 101: 
Extract of a Letter from the British Commandant in the Gambia. 


al | March 1, 1829. 
AN uniaterrupted Slave-trade is carried on in the several Rivers between 
the Gambia and Sierra Leone.—T beg leave further to state, that a Mr. Brick- 
layer, with whom the French Government bad entered into a contract to 
furnish them with several hundred Slaves, to be delivered at Gorce, at 70 
dollars per head, called in bere on his way to the before-nientionéd Rivers, 
with a view to falfil his contract, Tee Ta es ee 
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No. 102. 
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, May 18, 1829. 


WITH reference to my Despatch to your Excelleney, dated the 34 of 
April last, upon the subject of the Vessel “ Meéirsée,” or  Estafette, I 
herewith transmit to your Excellency the Copies of further Papers, relative 
to that Case, which have been received at this Office from the Admiralty, and 
the Colonial Department. 

Your Excellency will avail yourself of the information contained in these 
Papers, to strengthen your representation to the Government of His Most 
Christian Majesty upon this subject ; pointing out to their attention the appa- 
rent laxity with which the humane intentions of His Most Christian Majesty, 
in respect to African Slave-trade, are earried into effect in the Colonies of 





France. Lam, ce 
er | (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
. His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G.C. B. 
eres iste Ge. CE. &c. 
ES soft ‘First Enclosure (A.) in No. 102. 


John Barrow, Esq. to John Backhouse, Es. 
SIR, tal, Admiralty ‘Office, April 9, 1829. 


WITH reference to your Letter of the 3d Instant, respecting the detention 
of the French Vessel SWING Seon OLS. Estafette,’ by His Majesty’s Ship 
< Eden,” Tam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

: to transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Aberdeen, Extracts 
from a Letter from Captain Owen, of the “ Eden,” relative to the Capture 

- of that Vessel, and of some other Vessels under the French Flag. 

lam, &c. 

John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW. 
Ge. Se. Ge. 
First Enclosure (B.) in No. 102. 

. Captain Owen to The Right Hon. J. W. Croker. 
bias _(Extracts.) HH. M.S. « Horatio,” Clarence Cove, Nov. 25, 1828. 


AS the “ Cornelia” brought me certain information that the  Æstafette,” 
alias tie“ Meirsée,” a pretended French Brig, under fictitious Papers, would 
sail immediately with a Cargo of Slaves, I dispatched Lieutenant Badgley 
immediately in the “ Cornelia,” to wait for her on the Bar; her Captain had 
sent a private message to offer me a thousand guineas to let him pass. The 
 Cormelia” left this Anchorage on the 22d, and, on the 24th, returned with 
the Vesse! sought, with 280 Slaves on board. 

As 5 of the Captures I have made were under the French Flag, it is my 
daty to explain, that, with respect to that Flag, and the Subjects of that 
Nation, I have been particularly careful not to compromise His Majesty’s 
Government nor myself, and’have herein acted entirely on my own responsi- 
bility, as to the right or wrong, or as to any injury which may arise to the 
property of any Persons coneerned. But the French Flag is, in all Cases, 
‘assumed merely as a cover from the search of British Ships-of-War, ‘and their 
French Papers are purchased at St. Thomas’ ; or, in some Cases, the Vessels 
have French Papers, and purchase Dutch Papers at St. Eustatia. Of the par- 

‘ticulars, I have in most cases had previous. information: of the 5 I have 
taken, one was condemned as Spanish—another as ‘Dutch—the third as a 

‘ Piraté—and the remaining 2 are in progress for adjudication, their Papers 
being manifest forgeries. ; < 
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I have thought it proper to make this explanation, knowing that His 
Majesty’s Government must of course be desirous that no offence should be 
offered to, nor visitations made of, Vessels belonging to a Nation in amity, 
without sufficient grounds in every individual Case ; and I have been particu- 
larly careful to act on this principle. , 


The Right Hon. J. W. Croker, (Signed) W. F. W. OWEN. 
&c. &e. &e. 





Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 102. 
Horace Twiss, Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


Sir, Downing-Street, April 10, 1829- 

WITH reference to your Letter of the 5th Instant, respecting the detention 
ot the French Vessel “ Weirsée,” or “ Estafette, by His Majesty’s Ship 
“ Eden,” under a charge of Slave-trading, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
George Murray to transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Aber- 
deen, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch, with its Enclosures, from the 
Governor of Dominica, reporting further occurrences connected with the 
same subject. Tam, &c. 


John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) HORACE TWISS. 
OU Cae: 





Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 102. 
The Governor of Dominica to Sir George Murray. 


SIR Government-House, Dominica, March 10, 1829. 
IN my Despatch of the 2d Ultimo, I reported to you, that a Brig, (‘ a 


© Neirsée”) having on board 280 Slaves, was captured, in the Month of No- 


vember last, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” and that the Prize was retaken 
and carried into Guadaloupe, where all the Slaves and several Free Africans. 
were forcibly landed. I likewise informed you, that Mr. Davis, Masters 
Assistant, and 5 English Seamen, belonging to the ‘ Eden,” who had been 
taken to Guadaloupe in the Slave-brig, had arrived bere. The particulars: 
of this transaction were fully detailed in Mr. Davis’s Deposition, which ac- 
companied my Report. 

The enclosed Papers, No. 1 and No. 2, are Copies of my Letters to the Gover- 
nors of Martinique and Guadaloupe, and of their Replies, which I did not 
receive until after the sailing of the Packet bearing my Despatch of the 2d: 
Ultimo. à 

I have now the honour to communicate to you the subsequent occurrences: 
relative to this subject. | 

On the 14th Ultimo, 6 ot the Free Africans who had been landed with the 
Siaves, reached this Island, having been embarked at Guadaloupe in a Sloop, 
from which they were removed to an open Boat in the Channel, between that 
Island and Dominica. 

On the 17th, Captain Deare, Commander of His Majesty’s Sloop, “ Grass- 
hopper,” arrived here, and after ascertaining that the Brig “ la Neirsée,” had 
not been at Martinique, as was supposed, he took on board with him, Mr. 
Davis, the 5 English Seamen, and the 6 Free Africans aforementioned, and 
sailed on the 19th for Guadaloupe, with instructions from Vice Admiral 
Fleeming to demand the restitution of the Slaves who had been landed there 
trom the Brig, as alsoof the rest of the Free Africans who were forced on Shore 
with them. Mr. Robe, my Secretary, accompanied Captain Deare, and 
on this occasion, I again wrote to the Governor of Guadaloupe; No. 3. con- 
tains a Copy of our Correspondence, by which you will perceive that, in the ~ 
reply to my Letter, no notice is taken of that part, touching the bringing to 
justice, the Persons who had been concerned in compelling the Free Africans 
to work as Slaves. | 
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On the 21st Ultimo, the remainder of the Free Black-men reached this 
Island, in an open Boat. They were sent from Guadaloupe precisely in the 
same manner as the other 6, evidently from alarm on the part of the Persons 
by whom they had been unlawfully detained. Thus, all the Free Atricans, 
who had been sent from the “ Eden” to the Slave-brig, have been recovered, 
except the woman, and I trust that shortly she will be restored. 

The accompanying Papers, No. 4 and 5, are the Depositions of the 9 Afri- 
can men, and which are in perfect accordance with the statement formerly 
made by Mr. Davis. 

Mr. Robe returned hither, in the “ Grasshopper,” on the 4th Instant. 
No. 6 is an account of his interview with the Governor of Guadaloupe, and of 
the unsuccessful attempt to fall in with the  MVersée” Brig. 

Vice Admiral Fleeming called here on the 5th; he had been at Guadaloupe, 
but did not receive from the Governor of that Island any satisfactory reply 
to the Representations he had made with respect to this important subject. 

The several circumstances brought to light in the investigation of this ex- 
traordinary Case, afford ample evidence of innumerable acts, of a most crucl 
and atrocious nature, having been committed in the instance of the Brig 
& Neirsée.” And there is, moreover, incontestable proof, that, in violation 
of all Laws and Treaties, the Slave-trade is carried on with the French Co- 
lonies, in the most inhuman manner, and to an enormous extent, which 
undoubtedly would not happen without the tacit assent of the Local Autho- 
rities. I have, &c. 

(Signed) WM. NICOLAY. 
The Right Hon, Sir G. Murray, G.C. B. 
Sc. &e. &e. 


Second Enclosure (C.) in No. 102. 
Gi The Governor of Dominicato The Governor of Martinique. 


Sir, Government- House, Dominica, January 28, 1829. 

I HAVE the honour to communicate to your Excellency the following 
circumstances, relative to a transaction of a most extraordinary nature, and 
which I am confident cannot fail to excite in your Excellency, feelings of the 
highest indignation. 

In the Month of November last, a Brig, having on board 280 Slaves, was 
captured off the Coast of Africa, by the “ Eden,” when 5 English Seamen, 
and 8 Blacks, (all free British Subjects) were sent on board the Prize, to con- 
duct her to Sierra Leone, for the purpose of adjudication. While on the 
Voyage thither, these Men were surprized and overpowered by part of the 
original Crew of the Slave-vessel, and who carried it to Guadaloupe, where 
the whole of the Slaves, and all the Free Blacks aforementioned, were 
promiscuously landed, on the Night of the 23d Instant. The Brig immediately 
afterwards sailed for Martinique, where, I understand, she now is, The 
Officer and the English Seamen were put into an open Boat, and for- 
tunately, they reached this Island. 

The enclosed Document, being Evidence taken on oath before the Chief 
Justice of Dominica, will put your Excellency more minutely in possession 
or the particulars of this Case. 

As the Brig was found to be actually employed in the illicit transport of 
Slaves, and as she was proceeding to Sierra Leone, in order to trial and 


‘adjudication, agreeably to the established Law of Nations, I feel assured 


that your Excellency will consider her to bea legal Prize to His Britannick 
Majesty’s Navy, and that, on being properly identified, you will cause her to 
be restored accordingly. If, however, your Excellency should entertain a 
doubt upon this subject, I have to request that the Brig may be detained, 
until the Case may be determined between the Governments of Great Bri- 
tain and France. - J have &c. 

(Signed) WM. NICOLAY. 
His Excellency Monsieur Barré, 


&c. &c. Sc. 
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i Second Enclosure (D.) in No. 102. 
(2.) The Governor of Dominica to The Governor of Guadaloupe. 


Sir, Government-House, Dominica, January 28, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to address your Excellency upon a subject of very 
great importance, which has just been brought to my knowledge. The cir- 
cumstances are as follows :— - 

In the Month of November last, a Brig, having on board 280 Slaves, was 
captured off the Coast of Africa, by the “ Eden,” a British Man-of-War; the 
‘name of the Brig was stated in the Ship’s Papers to be “la Neirsée,” but 
“there is reason to believe that she had previously been called “L’ Lstafette.” 

An Officer of the “ Eden,” with 5 English Seamen, and 8 Black-men, (all 

Free British Subjects), were sent on board the Prize to conduct it to Sierra 
Leone, for the purpose of adjudication before the proper Tribunal. While on 
‘the Voyage thither, these Men were surprized and overpowered, by part of 
the original Crew of the Slave-vessel, and who carried it to Guadaloupe, 
where, on the Night of the 23d Instant, the whole of the Slaves, and all the 
Free Blacks afore-mentioned, were landed in so expeditious and methodical 
‘a manner as clearly to evince that the arrival of the Brig was not unexpected. 
Immediately afterwards she sailed for Martinique. The English Officer and 
- the 5 Seamen were put ifto an open Boat, and fortunately they reached this 
Island. | 7 iat à 

The enclosed Document, being evidence taken on oath beforé the Chief 
Justice of Dominica, will put your Excellency more miautely in possession 
of the particulars of. this Case. i+ ges 

I am persuaded that your Excellency will be anxious to bring to justice 
the Persons concerned in this flagrant infraction of the Laws and Regulations, 
acceded to by the French Government, for the abolition of the Slavé-trade, 
and that you will feel highly indignant at the fact of 8 Free Blacks (British 

. Subjects) having beén forcibly and clandestinely landed at Guadaloupe. , 
From the well known vigilance and activity of the Police under your 
_ Excellency’s Government, it ts not to be doubted that these Men will readily 
_ be found; and I confidently rely on your Excellency’s justice, that you will 

be pleased to give directions to that effect, and cause them to be duly restored. 


I have, &c. eves | 
| (Signed) WM. NICOLAY. 
His Excellency The Baron des Rotours, , 
&c. &c. AE 


_P.S. Tam just informed that a Free Black-woman, the wife of one of the 8 


; 


_ Free-men, was also put on Shore at Guadaloupe. (Signed) W.N. 





Second Enclosure (E.) in No. 102. 
i The Governor of Martinique to The Governor of Dominica. 


Monsieur LE GOUVERNEUR, A Fort Royal, le 2 Février, 1899. 
IMMEDIATEMENT après la réception de la Lettre que votre Excellence 


m’a fait l'honneur de m'écrire le 28 Janvier dernier, au sujet du Brick 

Négrier ‘ da Neirsée,” ou “ l'Estafette,” j'ai donné des ordrés pour faire les 
* perquisitions les plus sévères à effet de connoitre le point de la Colonie sur 
” quel ce Bâtiment aurait abordé, 

. Je ne tarderais vraisemblablement pas à être fixé à ce sujet, mais votre 
-- Excellence peut être bien persuadée, que si l’on parvient à le découvrir, il 

seroit aussitôt mis en arrestation, avec son €quipage, que rien ne peut soustraire 

à la punition du crime dont il s’est rendu coupable, “ © 
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. Je partage vivement l'indignation qu'une pareille conduite envers des Sujets HW 

de Sa Majesté Britavnique a dû inspirer à votre Excellence, et je la prie de 

croire que je ne négligetai rien pour parvenir à en atteindre les auteurs. 
Agréez, je vous prie, &c. 








| 
(Signé) BARRE. i} 
Son Excellence Le Major-Général Nicolay, | 
&e. &e. &e. | 
(Translation. i}, 
| Sir, Fort Royal, February 2, 1829, || 


IMMEDIATELY after the receipt of the Letter, which your Excellency pl 
did me the honour to write to me, on the 28th of January last, respecting the 
Slave-brig “ la Neirsée,” or l'Estafette, 1 directed the strictest enquiries 
to be set on foot, to ascertain at what Point of the Colony that Vessel might 
have arrived. | 

I shall probably soon receive correct information on the subject, but your 
Excellency may rest well assured, that the moment it shall be discovered, she 
will be seized, together with her Crew, whom nothing shall screen from the th 

unishment of the crime of which they have rendered themselves guilty. Hi 

I fully share the indignation with which such conduct towards the Sub- | 
jects of His Britannick Majesty must have inspired your Excellency, and I ll 
request you to believe, that I shall neglect nothing to succeed in discovering Hi 
the Authors of it. Accept, &e. | il 
(Signed) BARRE: HI 





His Excellency Major-General N icolay, 
&e. &c. &e. 








| Second Enclosure (F.) in No. 102. i 
(3.) The Governor of Guadaloupe to The Governor of Dominica. i} 


Monsieur LE GOUVERNEUR, | Basseterre, le 14 Février, 1829. 


J'AI reçu la Lettre que votre Excellence m'a fait l'honneur de m'écrire le | 
| 28 du Mois, dernier, ainsi que la piece qui y étoit jointe, concernant le dé- Hi 
barquement qui auroit eu lieu, sur les Côtes de la Guadaloupe, d’une Cargai- hi 
eon de Noirs de traite par un Bâtiment François qui, arrêté sur Jes Cotes | 
d'Afrique par un Bâtiment de Sa Majesté Britannique, aurait été repris sur Hi 
les Capteurs par ce qui restait à bord de |’ Equipage Françoise; et ce seroit 
dirigé sur cette Ne, après avoir mis à terre à la Dominique, le Capitaine et 
l'Equipage de la Prise. Je n'ai pas encore, Monsieur le Gouverneur, obtenu ll] 
des informations assez positives sur le débarquement dont il s’agit, pour pouvoir i 
vous répondre catégoriquement à cet égard: la plus grande surveillance est il 
exercée par mes ordres, sur les Côtes de la Ghedaounes tant pour empécher i 
le commerce des Esclaves que pour faire cesser celui de la contrebande ; 
mais, malgré cette surveillance, il se peut que, de loin en loin,: quelques i 
| Nègriers échappèrent, de même que toutes les précautions prises, sont quelques 
| fois inutiles contre les débarqueurs de marchandises prohibées, venant de la Hi 
| Dominique et des autres Possessions de Sa Majesté Britannique voisine des | 
Antilles Françaises ; mais vous pouvez être assuré, Monsieur le Gouverneur, | 
que, si je puis tomber sur la trace du Bâtiment dont il s'agit, je ne négligerai 
rien pour faire droit à votre demande. Agréez, &c. 

(Signé) BARON DES ROTOURS. 
Son Excellence Major- Général Nicolay, : 


Be RE | 
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(Translation.) 

Sir, Basseterre, February 14, 1829. | 

L HAVE received the Letter which your Excellency did me the honour to | 
| 

| 


write to me, on the 28th of last Month, as well as the Document thereunto an- 
bl i 
| 






































‘are still on that Island. 
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nexed, concerning the disembarkation of a Cargo of Negroes effected on the 
Coasts of Gaudaloupe, by a French Vessel, which, after having been detained 
on the Coasts of Africa by a Ship of His Britannick Majesty, had been retaken 
trom the Captors by the French Crew left on board, and steered to this 
Island, having landed at Dominica the Captain and Crew of the Prize. I have 
not as yet, obtained sufficiently positive information as to the disembarkation 
in question, so as to be able categorically to reply upon that point. The 
greatest care is used, by my orders, on the Coast of Guadaloupe, as well to pre- 
vent the Slave-trade as to cause a stop to be put to smuggling; but, in spite 
of that care, it may occur that, between one distant point and another, some 


Slave-ships may escape, and that all the precautions taken may sometimes. 
prove useless against the disembarkation of prohibited goods coming from Do- 


minica, and other Possessions of His Britannick Majesty, near the French 
Antilles; but you may rest assured, Governor, that if I can, in any way 
trace the Ship in question, I will neglect nothing to give effect to your 
request. Receive, Governor, &c. We 


(Signed) BARON DES ROTOURS. 


His Excellency Major-General Nicolay, 


&c. &e. &e. 


Second Enclosure (G.) in No. 102. 





The Governor of Dominica to The Governor of Guadaloupe. ep 


SIR, | Government- House, Dominica, February 19; 1829. 
I AM honoured with your Excellency’s Letter of the 14th Instant, pre- 
viously to the receipt of which, 6 of the Free Black-men who had been forcibly 
landed at Guadaloupe, arrived at this Island. 
Their Depositions, taken before the Chief Justice, will be delivered to you 
by Captain Deare, who is charged by the Admiral commanding His Britan- 
nick Majesty’s Naval Forces in these Seas, to claim the restitution of the 
Africans illegally imported into Guadaloupe in the Brig “ Neirsée ;” and he 
willalso receive the 3 Black-men, and the woman, British Subjects, who 
‘Your Excellency will perceive, that the Deposition formerly made by Mr. 
Davis, the English Officer belonging to the “ Eden” Frigate, is fully con- 


‘firmed by the testimony of these Free Blacks, who, in addition, state, that the 
woman has been actually sold by the Captain who took the Brig to Guada- 


loupe, and who declared his determination to sell the men likewise. 

All the men, ever since they were landed have worked, by compulsion, for 
a person named Sergente, residing, apparently, in the Vicinity of Pointe à Pitre, 
and who (doubtless alarmed when the circumstances of the unlawful impor- 


‘tation obtained publicity) caused the 6 men alluded to, to be embarked in a 


Sloop, from which they were removed toan open Boat, in the Channel between 


‘Guadaloupe and Dominica. The remaining 3 men bad also the offer of ac- 


companying them, but they declined it, from an apprehension that they 
were to be taken to some other Island to be sold. pan 
There is every reason to believe that Mr. Sergente, and the Captain who 
conducted the Brig to Guadaloupe, are at present on that Island; and I there- 
fore rest in confidence that your Excellency will direct the necessary steps 


-to be taken, in order to bring to justice these Persons, and all others who may 


have been concerned in this atrocious violation of the Law of Nations. 
I have, &e. ti 


AO CIF (Signed) = WILLIAM NICOLAY. 
is Excellency The Baron des Rotours. ‘ | + 


&e. &c. &c. 





Second Enclosure (H.) in No. 102. 
The Governor of Guadaloupe to The Governor of Dominic. 


Monsieur LE GOUVERNEUR, Pointe à Pitre, le By Février, 1829. 
MONSIEUR le Lieutenant-Colonel Robe, Sécrétaire, Aide-de-Camp de 
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votre Excellence, m’a remis ici la Lettre de Recommandation dont il était 
porteur pour moi. Je Vai accueilli avec plaisir et empressement, et j'ai 
fait en sorte de lui procurer pendant son court sejour dans cette Ville, les dis- 
tractions agréables que je lui pouvais offrir. 

J'apprends avec une extrême satisfaction, que 6 des hommes de couleur, 
dont votre Excellence m’entretenait dans sa dernière dépêche, sont retournés 
à la Dominique. Il ne tiendra ni à ma volonté nia la vigilance des recherches 
que j'ai ordonnées, que les 4 autres Nègres que l’on assure être encore dans 
cette Ile, ne soient remis incessamment à la même destination. 

Agréez l'assurance, &c. 
(Signé) BARON DES ROTOURS. 
Son Excellence Major-General Nicolay, 


&e. Se: &e. 





(Translation.) 


Sir, Pointe a Pitre, February 22,1829. 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL ROBE, Secretary, and Aide-de-Camp of your 
Excellency, has delivered to me, here, the Letter of Recommendation of which 
he was the bearer. I welcomed him with pleasure and cordiality, and 
arranged so as to procure for him, during his short stay in this Island, all 
the agreeable amusements in my power. 
I learn, with extreme satisfaction, that 6 of the Men of Colour, mentioned 
to me by your Excellency in your last Despatch, are returned to Dominica, 
Neither inclination, on my part, nor vigilance in the search which I have 
ordered, shall be wanting, immediately to send the other 4 Negroes, said to 
be here, to the same destination. 
Receive the assurance, &c. 
(Signed) BARON DES ROTOURS. 
His Excellency Major-General Nicolay, 


&e. Sc. §e. 





Second Enclosure (I.) in No. 102. 
(4.) Depositions of Negroes, in the Case of the “ Neirsée” or “ Estafette.” 


Before the Honourable Robert Jameson, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Courts of Judicature, held in and for the Island of Dominica. 


JAMES PATERSON, Thomas George, Joseph Michael, James Rawson, 
Ben. Liverpool, and Jack Davis, respectively depose, and, first, the said Pater- 
son, George, Michael, and Rawson, depose, that they are Native Africans, and 
brought up at Sierra Leone, as Carpenters and Shingle-Makers. They were 
instructed by a Christian Minister, and profess the Christian Religion. The 
Deponents, James Paterson and Joseph Michael, can read; the former of 
‘these also writes. ‘They went to Fernando Po for the purpose of being em- 
ployed in their trade. The Deponents, Liverpool and Davis, are Free-mep 
-of the Korou or Kroo Nation, and have for several Years been employed at 
. Sierra Leone by different persons, as labourers and jobbers ; and have for the 
last 15 Months, (previous to their leaving the African Coast) been serv- 
‘ing on board the “ Eden,” Captain Owen. The Deponents say, that the 
“Eden” having captured a French Brig, laden with Slaves, off the Coast of 
Calabar, Captain Owen was sending the same to Sierra Leone. The 4 first 

_ named Deponents obtained a passage, in order to return to Sierra Leone; a 
female, named Sarah, the wife of Deponent, Thomas George, was also a pas- 
-senger; she bad formerly been taken on board a Spanish Slave-sbip, and li- 
berated upon the condemnation of the Vessel at Sierra Leone ; after the De- 
ponents had been some days at Sea, the Crew of the French Brig rose against 
the English and retook the Vessel, and put the Deponents and the English 
Seamen in irons. This, the Deponent, James Paterson, says took place, as he 

















































































































































































































































































































124 FRANCE. 


‘believes, about the 24th December last: They then sailed to Guadaloupe, 


‘where, upon their arrival, about Midnight, the whole Cargo of Slaves was 
landed, together with these Deponents, and 3 other Free-men of the Kroo Na- 
tion, serving on board the “ Eden,” and who, with the Deponents, Liverpool 
and Davis, had been put'on board the Brig, to assist in navigating her to Sierra 
Leone, and also the said Sarah. The next day they were all marched in a 
line, inthe’ broad day-light, toa Plantation about 3 miles from the Shore ; 
the Slaves, together with the woman Sarah, were put together into a large 
room, or boiling-house, and the Deponents and the said 3 other Kroo-men 
were confined in a sort of loft adjoining, During the first 7 days, all the Slaves, 
together with the Free-woman Sarah, were sold to different Purchasers, who 
came to the place in great numbers, some purchasing 5, others 10, 15, or 20, 
at a time. 

The Deponents, and their 3 other Countrymen were also exposed to sale, 
and many Persons were brought by the French Captain of the Brig to bu 
them ; they were kept apart from the other Africans, because the Bath 
Captain said they were bis own private property, his ‘ Prize money.” 

The French Captain spoke English, as did several of the Persons who came 
to purchase, Deponents protested against being sold, and stated, that they 
were Free-men, and Subjects of The King of England; they had for the same 
reason protested against the sale of Sarah ; particularly the Deponent, Thomas 
George, who entreated thatthey would not sell his wife; the French Captain 
struck him on the bead, and said he should certainly sell them all. 

The Deponents declared their freedom whenever Purchasers came, and they 
believe that Peysons for that reason were deterred from buying them ; the 
French Captain was very angry, and struck the Deponent, Paterson, several 
times; he behaved very outrageously, and threatened to shoot them all if 
they prevented their own sale; when all the Cargo of Negroes had been sold, 
the Deponents were taken to an adjoining Sugar Plantation, belonging to a 
Person named Sergente, (whether purchased by him or not they do not know) 
and were there compelled to work ; the 4 first named Deponents laboured at 
their trade, and made during their abode there, several carts and wheels for 
the estate; the Kroo-men were made to work at the mill, or to assist those 
who were making sugar and rum. : 

The Deponents further say, that late in the Night of Friday, the 13th Fe- 
bruary Instant, Mr. Sergente, and another Gentleman, came to Deponents, 


and told them they were to be sent back tothe English ; they were brought to 


the Shore, and put on boarda small Sloop, except 3 of the Kroo-men, who were 
told by. some of the French Slaves, several of whom could speak English, that 
they were only to be taken to some other Island to be sold, and refused to 
enter the Sloop; the Deponents embarked about Midnight, accompanied by 


about 10 or 11 Frenchmen, and athalfpast 5 or 6 in the Morning of Sa- 


turday, appeared to be about midway in the Channel,. between Guadaloupe 
and Dominica; there they were put into asmall Boat with 3 oars; they had 
3 loaves, some salt fish, and a flask of water given to them, and were directed 
to make the best of their way to this Island; the Deponents enquired whether 
there was a Harbour, and were told they must find one as they could; Depo- 
nents reached Prince Rupert's Bay, in this Island, about 11 o’Clock in the 
Morning of Saturday, February 14, lustant. 

Deponent Paterson.saith, that one Sunday he was permitted to go, in com- 
pany with oneof Mr, Sergente’s servants, to the Church of a large Town, 


-within a short walk from the place where the sale of the Negroes was held ; 


he does not know the name, but there were several Merchant Ships, anda 

few Schooners lying close to the Town. 
(Signed) JAMES PATERSON, 

The mark of THOMAS X GEORGE, 

Themark of JOSEPH *~ MICHAEL, 

Themark of JAMES ~ RAWSON. 
Sworn before me, at Roseau, Dominica, 

this.18th day of February, 1829. 
(Signed) ROBERT Jameson, C. J. 
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The above-named Persons, who have sworn to the truth of this Deposition, 
are very intelligent Africans, and speak Euglish remarkably well, especially 
James Paterson, and have been instructed in the principles of Christianity, 
which they profess. Upon re-examining the other 2, Liverpool and Davis, 
they did not appear to have had the same advantages, or to be sufficiently 
sensible of the nature of an oath, which [ have, therefore, refrained from ad- 
ministering. 


(Signed) ROBT. JAMESON. 





Second Enclosure (J.) in No. 102. 


(5.) Depositions of Negroes in the Case of the “ Neirsée,” or “ Estafette.” 
| Dominica, February 23, 1829. 
THE 3 Kroo-men, calling themselves Yellow Will, Dick Wilson, and 
Prince Will, referred to in the Deposition of James Paterson and others, dated 
the 18th February instant, and who arrived in this Island on the Evening of 
Saturday the 21st Instant, were this day examined by me. They stated, that 
they are Free Africans, who have for several Years been Labourers employed by 
the English at Sierra Leone, and elsewhere; they have never been instructed 
in any religion during the last 2 Years, or nearly that time; they have been 
acting as hired Assistants to the Crew of the “ Eden,” stationcd at Fernando 
Po; they gave the same account of the taking of the French Slave-ship, and 
its being retaken by a conspiracy of the French Captain and Seamen, as has 
been given by Mr. Davis, and by their own Countrymen. 
The Examinant, Yellow Will, bad upon the last mentioned occasion, received 
2 stabs from a large knife, 1 in bis thigh, and the other in bis hand, (still 
very apparent) ; they state that the Brig, on board of which they were, arrived 
at the French Island in the Night, and anchored ; that a large fire was kindled 
on the beach, and a great number of Boats were immediately ready, and em- 
ployed in landing the Slaves; that they (the Examinants) were landed at the 
same time, but kept apart from the others by the Captain of the French Brg; 
that about 7 o’Clock of the Morning of their landing, all the Slaves, together 
with the Examinants, were conducted in a body to a Plantation not far from 
the Shore,—the Examinants were locked up together, and several Persons were 
brought by the French Captain to purchase them ; they could see the sale of 
the Slaves going on, and saw a Free-woman, named Sarah, the wife of George, 
one of their free Companions, sold along with them. George had cried out 
against her being sold, and was kicked by the French Captain. When Persons 
came to-look at them, they all cried ont against being sold, and said that they 
were free, and “ Englishmen.” Upon an occasion of this kind, a Frenchman, 
who was bargaining with the Captain for some of them, kicked the Examin- 
ant Yellow Will, and said he should buy them notwithstanding, if he liked. 
He did not, however, buy any of them. They told every one they saw that 
“they were Free-men, and many of the French Purchasers understood them. 
The French Captain threatened, “to kill them like sheep if they spoke 
English.” The Examinants believe that they were at last sold. The Person 
who bought them spoke English, and told them that he was an Englishman, 
and, therefore, that Le had a right to buy them. By this Person they were 
taken away from the place where the sale was carried on. George, whose 
wife bad been sold, resisted, and was, therefore, handcuffed. They were con- 
ducted to a Plantation very neara Place of sale, and were made to work among 
the Slaves, and in all respects treated as sûch, and fed with them upon yams 
and salt-fish in the Negro-huts. ‘They worked fiom 5 o’Clock in the Morning 
until 6 at Night, when: they were always lucked up by themselves in a house 
adjoining the boiling-house. They believe they were working 22 days. 
Poe Examinants and 2 others, named Ben Liverpool and Jack Davis, assisted 
the men at the still, carrying water and fuel, and filling the hogsheads with 
sugar. ‘The other 4 Free-men worked at their trades,—3 were carpenters, and 
1 à mason. ee | 
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(Signed) ROBER: TS. JAMESON, Chief Justice of Dominica. 





Second Enclosure (K.) in No. 162. 
(6.) Lieutenant-Colonel Robe to the Governor of Dominica. 
Str, Dominica, March 5, 1829. 


IN pursuance of your Excellency’s directions, 1 proceeded with Captain 
Deare, R. N., in Lis Majesty’s “Sloop BS Grasshop per,” to Guadaloupe, 
and had the honour of presenting your Despatch of the 19th Ultimo, toge- 
ther with your Letter of Inti -oduction to his Excellency the Baron de His ee 
at Pointe à Pitre, on the 21st, and am charged with a Despatch from the 
Baron in reply. 

I did not fail to urge the requests contained in your Excellency’s Despatch, 
above alluded to, and was informed by the Baron, that he would cause strict 
‘search to be made for the 4 Free Brigeh Bl remaining of those landed 
from the “ Aeirsée,” alias “ 0’ Hstafette,” and, on finding them, would send 
them to Dominica; indeed his Excellency gave orders to that eflect to the 
Officer counmanding ay Corps of Gendarmerie in my presence. But as to 
the illegally in nported A \tricans, and the Persons concerned in their importation 
or sale, his Excelle ncy declined taking any steps against them, and alleged 
as a reason, that the Ordonnance or In structions from the French Government, 


under which he acte od, per mitted him to capture only such Vessels as were 


4 


detected in the absolute fact of landing Slaves, but that if Slaves bad been 
‘landed from a Vessel, and had gained the distance of 50 paces from the 
beach, they are aE lawful property of their Importers, and be had no 
power to compel a restitution of them. The ,/Veirsée” had effected her 
landing, and, theref we we . ives could not be touched. 

It appears that the Plac { landing was not near Pointe a Pitre, but near 
the Eastern extremity of + ande Terre, opposite to Deseada. The spot 
pointed ont by Mr. Davis, of the ‘ Eden,” (who was on board the “ Grass- 
hopper’) was near the small Town of St. François. 

I proceeded with Captain Deare to St. Bart holomew y, where we ascertained 
that ie Brig “ la Niet irsée,” had gone into that Port on the 28th Januarv 
last, under Dutch Colours, and reported herself as the “ wee Gebroeders” 
Petia see Surinam, and had cleared out from thence, on the 6th February, 
under Swedish Colo ours, under the name of “ /'Æmenaide,” (Bigard, Owner,) 
for the Havana. 

There was occasion to. suspect that some of the piratical Crew of the 
“< Neirsée,” were left at St. Barth olowew ; indeed Mr. Davis got informa- 
tion of one of them (the Cook) as being on board a large Schooner, then 
fitting out as a Slave-vessel or Pirate ; but in consequence of the di ent 

i 


thrown in © aptain Deare’s way, by the Swedish Authoritics on the Island, 
nonewere discovered. i have, &c. 


* (Signed) - J. H. ROBE. 





His Ercellency Major-Genei al Micoluy, 
Wye. “ye. Se. 
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Third Enclosure (A.) in No. 102. 
The Right Hon. J. W. Croker to John Backhouse, £sq. 
Sir, Admiralty Office, May 5, 1829. 


WITH reference to former Letters, respecting the Slave-vessel, called the 
& Neirsée,. or “ Estafette,” which, after having been detained by His 
Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” on the Coast of Africa, was retaken by her Crew, 
and carried to the West Indies; Tam con.manded by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, to transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of 
Aberdeen, Copies of a Letter, and its Enclosures, from Vice-Admiral Flee- 
ming, on the subject of that Vessel, and of the practices which prevail at certain 
of the Foreign West India Islands, in regard to Slave-vessels and to Pirates ; 
and Lam to acquaint you, that my-Lords request Lord Aberdeen’s attention to 
this important subject. Tam, &c. 
John. Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) J. W. CROKER. 

&e. &e. &e. 





Third Enclosure (B.) in No. 102. 
Vice-Admiral Fleeming to The Right Hon. J. W. Croker. 


(Extract.) ; “ Barham,” Trinidad, March 13, 1829. 


1 HAVE the honour, herewith, to trausmit, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, Copies of a Correspondence, relative to the 
Brig “ Neirsée,” alias “ l'Estafette,” together with the Copy of a Letter I 
have written to the British Ambassador at Paris. 

The conduct of the Governor at Guadaloupe appears to me most singularly 
insincere: notwithstanding my repeated applications, and having been there 
myself, he has not delivered up all the British Subjects; nor do I understand 
that any measures whatever have been taken for recovering the Africans. 
Commander Deare went on Shore at the Place where these People were 
landed, not far distant from Bourg François; many of those present were 
recognized by the Men of the “ Eden,’ as well as by the Black Men, who 
had-been in captivity there, as having been accessory to this disgraceful trans- 
action. 

The Island Lawyers differ in opinion as to the Seizure of the  Meirsée, by 
the tormer Crew, being Piracy. As she had Dutch Papers, and came to Gua- 
daloupe under Dutch Colours, contrary to the Treaty with The King of the 
Netherlands, it appears to me, that the French Authorities can have no right 
to admit either the Ship or Cargo; and their being sold does not relieve them 
from the responsibility of permitting such a transaction, as illegal by the Laws 
of France, as it is inconsistent with the Rights of Nations. 

I shall not relax in my endeavours to procure the restitution of these unfor- 
tunate Persons, and more particularly the British Subjects, for which purpose 
I shall send the first disposable Ship again to Guadaloupe; and I intend to 
retain on this part of the Station the People belonging to the “ Eden,” as 
well as the Black Men, for the purpose of identifying the Crew of the ** Nezr- 
sée,” and to serve as Witnesses, should the French Authorities think proper 
to proceed against the Parties connected with this affair. 

You will perceive, by Captain Deare’s Report, that this Vessel went to the 
Datch part of St. Martin’s. As her Papers were all taken out by the “ Eden,” 
she could not be legally entered at that Port; nevertheless, with that dis- 

‘raceful facility which has lately been afforded at all those Islands, she was 
enabled to preceed to St. Bartholomew’s with some sort of Document, (and 
there it is not necessary to be very correct), where she was sold, and hoisted 
Swedish Colours: there Slave-vessels are openly fitted out, changing their 
Names or their Colours at their will, and publickly arming and shipping men. 
The Right Hon. J. IF. Croker, _ (Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 
&e. Se. &e. | à 
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Third Enclosure (C.) in No. 102 
The Governor of Dominica to Vice Admiral Fleeminge. 


‘i SIR Government House Dominica, January 29, 1829. 


I EMBRACE the earliest possible opportunity of informing you, that, on the 

26th Instant, Mr. Davis, Master's Assistant, and 5 Seamen, belonging to His 
Hi Majesty’s Ship ‘ Eden,” arrived here in an open Boat from Guadaloupe, to 
ii which Island they had beta taken, under very extraordina ary circumstances ; 
for the particulars of which I beg to refer you to the enclosed Document, 
which is a Copy of Mr. Davis’s Deposition taken before the Chief Justice of 
fl Dominica. 
From ae Evidence you will perceive, that 8 Free Black-men, British Sub- 
jects, have been forcibly landed at Guadaloupe, where doubtless they will be 
ait treated as Slaves, and ‘that a Brig (employed in the Slave-trade) which was 
captured by the ‘ Eden,” off the Gant of Africa, was retaken by the original 
Crew of the Slave- veel and carried to Guadaloupe, where the whole of the 
ill Slaves, and the 8 Free-men, were landed in the most expeditious manner, on 
11) the 93d Instant, after eth the Brig sailed for Martinigue. 

This transaction appears to me most atrocious; and I have accordingly 
written to the Governor of Guadaloupe, demanding, in the first instance, the 
restitution of the 8 Free Blacks; and to the CO of Martinique, claiming 
that the Brig, which I consider to be a lawful Prize to His Majesty’s Navy, 
may be detained in order to its being restored. 

As it is hardly possible that this Dez spatch can reach you before the depar- 
ture of the Mail, about to proceed to England, I shall make a full Report 
upon this subject to the Secretary of State for the Colonics, with a request 
that it may likewise be communicated to the Lords of the Admiralty, for the 
purpose of removing the apprehensions which must n: iturally prevail, respect- 
ing the fate of the Brig, and of the Men belonging to the “ Eden,” who were 
sent on board ber. 

With regard to the Officer and 5 Seamen, who reached this Is land, they are 
lodged and victualled in the same manner as the Troops, and every attention 
is hewn them; it 1s probable that they may be required in this neigh- 
bourhood; should it become necessary to identify the Brig, or any parti ane 
Persons ; they shall, however, be disposed of as you may judge proper. 

It ous afford me much sratific Ha to see you at Dominica, and perhaps 
you will be of epinien, that an early visit to this Island would be desirable, in 
consequence e of the circumstances which I have had the honour of communi- 
cating to you. 























I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) WM. NICOLAY. 


P. $.—I am just informed that a Free Black-woman, the wife of 1 of the 
8 Free-men, was also put on Shore at Guadaloupe. 





(Signed) W.N. 
The Officer Commanding His Majesty's 
Naval Forces, Windward and Leeward 
fslands. 











Third Enclosure (D.) in No. 102 








| Vice Admiral Fleeming to The Governor of Dominica. 
| - 
| 


SIR, “ Barham,” in Carlisle Bay, February 14, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
29th Ultimo; and I have to ac quaint you, that I shall dispatch a Vessel-of- 
War To-morrow, for the purpose of reclaiming His Britannick M ajesty s 
| Subjects, so unjustly detained at CHAQUE aud likewise to demand the 
restitution of the Africans pirat tically seized by the Crew of the French Brig 
6 Neirsée 3” and also to require that the said Crew.m: ay be delivered up, in 
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order to their being brought to justice; to effect which purpose, it will be 
necessary that the Depositions of the “ Eden’s” Men be taken, there being 
now only 1 Affidavit of the Master’s Assistant; and a description of all the 
Persons who acted in seizing the Brig, whether they belonged to her or not, 
particularly the 2 Persons said to be Spaniards, in order to my giving direc- 
tions for their being seized wherever they may be found. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 


His Excellency Major-General Nicolay, C. B. 
&e. SC. Sc. 





Third Enclosure (E.) in No. 102. 
Vice Admiral Fleeming to The Governor of Dominica. 


SIR, € Barham,” in Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, February 14, 1829. 
HEREWITH I have the honour to enclose to you Copies of 2 Letters E 


have written to the Governors of Martinique and Guadaloupe, respecting the 
Piracy committed by the French Brig “ Meirsée,” and the detention of His 
Majesty’s Subjects at the latter Island. | 

I have thought it better to send Captain Deare to Martinique first, lest the 
Crew of the Brig might escape, on hearing of the others being claimed at 
Guadaloupe ; Captain Deare will, however, follow your Excellency’s sugges- 
tions on this head. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 


His Excellency Major-General Nicolay, C. B. 
&e. &e. OCs 





Third Enclosure (F.) in No. 102. 
The Governor of Dominica to Vice Admiral Fleeming. 


SIR, Government House, Dominica, Feb. 19, 1829. 
2 2 9, 9 


[ AM honoured with your Excellency’s 2 Letters of the 14th Instant; and 
I have, according to your desire, given Captain Deare every information and 
assistance in my power. He has taken on board the “ Grasshopper” the 
Officer and 5 English Seamen belonging to the “ Eden,” and also 6 of the 
Free Black-men, who were landed with the Slaves at Guadaloupe, and who 
had been sent here before Captain Deare’s arrival. Heis furnished with the 
Depositions of all these Persons, and, in consequence of the circumstantial 
account given by the 6 Blacks, I have addressed a Letter to the Governor of 
Guadaloupe, a Copy of which I have the honour to enclose. 

Captain Deare ascertained that the Brig “ da Neirsée” has not been at 
Martinique, and, from some intelligence just received from to leeward, there 
is strong reason to suspect, that, from Guadaloupe, she proceeded to St. Eu- 
statius and St. Bartholomew’s; and that, a few days ago, it was intended to 
send her for sale to the Havana, where probably she may now be. 

I hope that, during your Excellency’s stay in this part of your command, 
you will honour us with a visit at Dominica, | 

I have, &c. 
| (Signed) WM. NICOLAY. 
Vice Admiral The Hon. C. E. Fleeming, 
&e. Sc. Se. | 


33 
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Third Enclosure (G.) in No. 102. 


Vice Admiral Fleeming to The Governor of Martinique. 


| H. B. M. Ship “ Barham” in Carlisle Bay, 
Sir, Barbadoes, February 14, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to enclose to you a Copy of a Letter J have received 
from Major-General Nicolay, Governor of Dominica, together with Declara- 
tions of an Officer and 5 Men, belonging to His Britannick Majesty’s Ship 
& Eden,” by which it appears that a most daring act of Piracy has been com- 
mitted by the Crew of the French Brig * Meirsée,” alias ‘ Estafette,” ac- 
companied by great inhumanity and atrocity; and as that Vessel is now at 
Martinique, together with the Delinquents, I have to request your Excellency 
will be pleased to cause the said Vessel to be seized, and the Crew arrested 
and given up, for the purpose of being brought to justice. 

The Officer who has the honour of delivering this Despatch, has directions 
to receive them: and the men of the “Eden” are on board the Ship under 
his command, for the purpose of identifying the Persons of the Pirates. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 


His Excellency Monsieur Barré, 
Ce &c. &c. 


Third Enclosure (H.) in No. 102, 


Vice Admiral Fleeming to The Governor of Guadaloupe. 


H. B. M. Ship “ Barham,” in Carlisle Bay, 
SIR, Barbadoes, February 14, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency, a Copy of a Letter 
from Major-General Nicolay, Governor of Dominica, together with a Declara- 


tion of an Officer and 5 Men, belonging to His Britannick Majesty’s Ship 


« Eden,” by which it appears, that a most daring act of piracy has been com- 
mitted by the Crew of the French Brig ‘ Meirsée,” alias  Estafette,” ac- 
companied by great inbumanity and atrocity ; and, as it appears that all the 
Africans on board that Vessel, together with His Britannick Majesty’s Subjects, 
described by the said Officer and Men, are in Guadaloupe, I have to request 
you will cause them forthwith to be delivered up, and take such means as 
your Excellency may think proper, for bringing the Persons connected with 
receiving and detaining those unfortunate Beings to justice. 

The Officer who is charged with the. honour of delivering this Despatch to 
your Excellency, has been directed to receive on board the Officer and Men 
belonging to the “ Eden,” for the purpose of identifying His Britannick 
Majesty’s African Subjects, and any of the Crew who have been guilty of the 
above piracy ; the former of whom, I demand may be instantly set at liberty, 
as justice requires ; reserving the right of indemnification against all Persons 
who have been guilty of the injustice towards them, by depriving them of 
their liberty, and other illegal acts; and I request that the Pirates who can 
be identified, may be given up, in order that they may be brought to a com- 
petent Tribunal, to answer for their crimes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
| - (Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 
Mis Excellency The Baron des Rotours, ; 
&c. &c. &c. 
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Third Enclosure (I.) ia No. 102. 
The Governor of Guadaloupe to Vice Admiral Fleeming. 


Monsieur L'AMIRAL, Pointe à Pitre, le 22 Février, 1829 


J'AI recu les Lettres et les diverses Pièces que vous m'avez fait l'honneur 
de m'adresser, en date du 14 de ce Mois. Il n'est pas de doute que ie débar- 
quement cotes côtes de la Dominique, de 6 des Hommes de Couleur, ré- 
clamés comme Sujets de Sa Majesté Britannique, n’ait été Veftet des mesures 
que j'ai prises pour tomber sur leurs traces, et sur celles des Personnes qui, 
d'après ce que vous me mandez, auroient pu s'emparer d’eux, dans un cas 
coupable ; vous m’ apprenez aussi, que sur les 4 qui restent ici, dites 
vous, 3 n'ont pas voulu s’embarquer avec les 6 autres. 

Conformément à vos désirs, je donne les ordres les plus rigoureux, pour la 
recherche, dans toutes les parties de l'Ile et de ses Dépendances, des 4 
hommes que vous réclamez. Je ne dois pas toutefois vous dissimuler, Mon- 
sieur PAmiral, que les localités présentent des obstacles qui rendent ces in- 
vestigations fort difficiles ; j’aurois accepté de suite l'offre que m'a faite M. le 
Capitaine Deare, de me laisser ici 2 des hommes retournés à la Domi- 
nique et revenus avec lui, si le Commandant de la Gendarmerie, que j'ai fait 
appeler en sa presence, n’eut fait observer, quoutre la dificulté qu "il y avoit 
pour lui à repondre d'hommes susceptibles de s'échapper, leur présence, en 
éveillant les inquiétudes des Déserteurs, deviendroit plus nuisible qu’utile. 
Lorsque ces derniers me seront connus, je ferai en sorte de répondre d’une 
manière satisfaisante aux réparations que vous me demandez. 

J'ai accueilli M. Deare avec grand plaisir, et j'ai fait en sorte de lui pro- 
curer les distractions agréables, que je lui pouvois offrir, pendant son court 
séjour dans cette Ile. 

Agréez l'assurance, &c. 


(Signé) BARON DES ROTOURS. 
Son Excellence Le ee Amiral Fleeming, 
&c. BOCs ce 


(Translation.) 


Sir, Pointe à Pitre, February 22, 1829. 


I HAVE received the Letters, and the different Documents, which you 
have done me the honour to RES to me, under date of the 14th of this 
Month. There is no doubt that the disembarkation, on the Coasts of 
Dominica, of 6 of the Men of Colour, claimed as Subjects of His Britan- 
nick Majesty, was the effect of the measures which | had adopted to trace 
them, and also the Persons, who, according to what you communicate to 
me, might have possessed themselves of them in a criminal manner. You 
inform me also that, out of the 4 remaining here, 3 are reported not to have 
chosen to embark with the other 6. 

Conformably with yout wishes, 1 shall give the moët rigorous orders for a 
search, in all parts of the Island, and ot its Dependencies, for the 4 Men 
whom you claim. But [ought not to conceal from you, Admiral, that the 
localities present obstacles “which render such enquiries very dificult. 
I would have immediately accepted the offer made to me by Captain Deare, 
to leave with me here 2 of the Men who returned to Dominica, and came 
back with him, had not the Commandant of the Gentiermenc observed, 
when he was called, by my order, into his presence, that, besides the diffi- 
culty which he Re in being responsible for men likely to escape, 


their presence, bv awakening the apprehensions of the Deserters, would become 
more pernicious ‘than useful. When these Persons shall De known to 
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me, I shall act so as to answer satisfactorily the claim which you have 
addressed to me. 
1 welcomed Mr. Deare with great pleasure, and procured for him all the \ 
agreeable amusements in my power, during his short stay in this Island. 
| Accept, &c. : 
Le Vice Admiral Fleeming, (Signed) BARON DES ROTOURS. 
&e. ce Is SR 





Third Enclosure (J.) in No. 102. 


The Governor of Martinique to Vice Admiral Fleeming. :. É 
MoxsIEUR L'AMIRAL, | A Fort Royal, le 18 Février, 1829. 


LE Major-Général Nicolay, Gouverneur de la Dominique, me donna | 
connoissance par Lettre du 28 Janvier dernier, des circonstances, rélatives 4 | 
l'évènement, qui fait le sujet de celle, que vous m'avez fait l'honneur de | 
m'écrire, le 14 de ce Mois. Il me communiqua en même temps la Déposition | 
faite à ce sujet, devant Honorable Robert Jameson, Chef du Conseil Supérieur. | 
et de la Cour de Justice à la Dominique, par le Sieur James Davis, Maître | 
Assistant du Brick de Sa Majesté Britannique “ l’Eden.” 

Immédiatement après la réception de ce Document, j'eus l'honneur de. 
répondre à M. le Major-Général Nicolay, pour le prévenir que je donnois des À 
ordres très sévères à l'effet de faire les perquisitions les plus exactes dans la | 
Colonie, dont Le Roi m’avoit confié le Gouvernement, afin de découvrir le | 
point de l'Ile, sur lequel le Bâtiment signalé par lui, et nommé la  Meirsée ” 
ou ** ? Estafette,” avoit abordé. 

J'ai le regret d’avoir à annoncer à votre. Excellence, que jusqu’à présent, 
malgré qu'on ait mis dans les recherches toute l’activité désirable, elles ont | 
été infructueuses. Je donne de nouveau l’ordre de les continuer, avec la plus 
scrupuleuse exactitude, afin d’être fixé à cet égard promptement et définitive- | 
ment. 

Je renouvelle ici à votre Excellence, l'assurance que j’ai déjà eu l'honneur | 
de donner à M. le Gouverneur de la Dominique, et je la prie d’être bien 
persuadée, que si l’on parvient à découvrir le Bâtiment dont il s’agit, il sera 
aussitôt mis en arrestation, ainsi que son Equipage, dont la conduite infame 
mérite une punition exemplaire. Le. | 

Je la prie également de croire, que je partage vivement l'indignation que 
doit inspirer une pareille conduite envers les Sujets de Sa Majesté Britannique, 
et que je ne négligerai rien pour en atteindre les auteurs. , ur 

A cet effet, j'envoie sur tous les points de cette Ile, l’état signalétique des: 
coupables, que votre Excellence m'a fait parvenir, et que M. le Major- 
Général Nicolay, avoit sans doute oublié de me transmettre. 


A STECL DC. 


(Signé) BARRE. 
Son Excellence Le Vice Amiral Fleeming, 


Oe OG: Se. 
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| (Translation.) | 


SIR, Fort Royal, February 18, 1829. 
MAJOR-GENERAL NICOLAY, Governor of Dominica, by his Letter, 
of the 28th of January last, has informed me of the circumstances 
relating to the occurrence which forms the subject of that which you did 
me the honour to write to me on the 14th Instant. He has at the same time 
communicated to me the Deposition made on this subject, before the Honourable 
Robert Jameson, Head of the Supreme Council, and of the Court of Justice, at 
Dominica, by Mr. James Davis, Master’s Assistant on board His Majesty’s 
BASÉES | LE dau 
Immediately on receiving that Document, I did myself the honour to reply 
to Major-General Nicolay, that I had issued the strictest orders for making 
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very careful enquiries in the Colony, of which The King had entrusted to ine 
the government, to discover the point of the Island, at which the Vessel 
pointed out by him, and denominated the “ Veirsée,” or the “ Estafecie,x 
had arrived, 

I am sorry to acquaint your Excellency that hitherto, notwithstanding the 
most diligent enquiries, they have proved fruitless. I have given fresh orders 
to prosecute them with the most scrupulous exactness, that I may speedily 
arrive at the knowledge of the fact. ; 

I here repeat to your Excellency the assurance which I have already had 
the honour to give to the Governor of Dominica, and I beg you to be fully 
persuaded, that if the Vessel in question be discovered, it shall be imme- 
diately seized, and its Crew apprehended, whose infamous conduct deserves 
an exemplary punishment. 

I also request you to believe, that I cordially share the indignation which 

ou must feel at such conduct towards the Subjects of His Britannick 
Macs and that I shall neglect nothing to punish the Authors of it. 

I have accordingly forwarded to all points of this Island, the description of 
the guilty Persons, which your Excellency has transmitted to me, and which 
Major-General Nicolay had no doubt forgotten to communicate to me. 

Receive, &c. 
His Excellency Vice Admiral Fleeming, 


&e. Sc Sc. 


(Signed) BARRE, 





Third Enclosure (K.) in No. 102. 


Commander Deare to Vice-Admiral Fy Leeming. 


His Majesty's Ship * Grasshopper,” 
Sir, Lnglish Harbour, February 23, 1829. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, in obedience to your order, dated 
the 13th Instant, I proceeded to Sea, in His Majesty’s Sloop nader my com- 
mand, on the Evening of that day, and anchored off the Town of Roseau 
the next Night. I delivered the Despatches I was charged with to his Excel- 
lency General Nicolay the following Morning, and was informed by him 
that 6 Free Black-men, who had landed from the ‘ Weirsée,” at Guadaloupe, 
had arrived at Prince Rupert’s Bay, and that he had sent orders for them to 
be forwarded to Roseau. At his Excellency’s suggestion, I weighed the same 
Evening (having first received on board Mr. Davis, 3 Seamen, aud 2 Marines, 
belonging to His Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Eden,”) and proceeded to Fort Royal, 
Martinique, where I arrived on Wednesday Afternoon, and delivered the 
Despatches I was charged with, and also the Deposition of the “ Eden’s” 
Men, according to your direction. I was informed, by the Naval Com- 
manding Officer there (the Commander of a Schooner), that your Letter to 
Admiral Bergeret would be answered by the Governor, in his Letter to you, 
which I herewith forward. 

On my way to Fort Royal, I hove-to, off the Town of St. Pierre, and 
landed there, at General Nicolay’s request, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the “* Weirsée” was in that Harbour, which I found she was not, and, 
from what I heard on Shore, am induced to believe that she had not been 
there. I left Fort Royal the same Evening, after receiving the Governor's 
Answer to your Letter, and anchored at Roseau, on Thursday Morning, when 
I received on board the 6 Free Black-men who had arrived from Prince Ru- 
pert’s Bay, and of whose Deposition, as to what had occurred to them, and 
their Companions, I have the honour to forward you a Copy. 

I was informed by General Nicolay, that, in consequence of information he 
had received, he was inclined to think that the “ Néirsée” or “@ Lstafette,” 
instead of going to Martinique, as was reported, went from Guadaloupe to 
St. Eustatius, then took out Papers for St. Bartholomew’s, and again took 
out Papers at that Island, and proceeded to the Havana for sale. It was fur- 
ther reported, that the circumstances of the revolt and the re-capture of the 
“ Neirsée” were the publick talk at St. Bartholomew’s. 

34 
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On Thursday Evening last, I left Roseau, and proceeded to Basseterre, Gua- 
daloupe, having been requested to do so by General Nicolay, who had been 
informed that the Governor of that Island was there. I was, however, told, 
by Rear- Admiral Bergeret, who was laying in the Roads with his Flag on 
board the “ Jean d’ Arc,” that his E xcellency had left Basseterre a few days 
before for Pointe à Pitre. I accordingly weighed immediately, and anchored 
off that Port the following Morning, when T delivered the Despatch I was 
charged with to him, together with the Deposition of the ‘ Eden’s” Men, 
oe I enclosed, as directed by your instructions), the description of the 

© Neirsée’s” Crew, and also the Deposition of the 4 Free Black-men, Copies 
of all which I have the honour to enclose, for your information. 

I was informed by his Excelleney the Governor, that he would do all in 
his power to recover ‘the 3 Free British Subjects, whotn you will perceive, by 
the Deposition of the 3 others, had been detained there, but that it was out 
of kis power to recover the Negroes who had been landed; nor could he give 
any account of the  Neirsée” or her Crew. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES DEARE. 
His Excellency Vice Admiral Fleeming, 
&e. &c. Sc. 





Third Enclosure (L.) in No. 102. 
Vice Admiral Fleeming to The Governor of Guadaloupe. 


His Britannick Majesty's Ship “ Barham,” 
SIR, off Pointe a Pitre, March 3, 1829. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s 
Letter, dated the 22d of February last, transmitted by Captain Deare, of 
His Britannick Majesty’s Ship “ Grasshopper.” 

It is with extreme regret I observe the indifference with which your Ex- 
cellency has thought proper partially to notice in that Letter the piracy com- 


“mitted by the Crew of the Brig “ da Neirsée,” or “ 0’ Estafette,” who, after 


the cruelties practised on His Britannick Majesty’s Subjects, by wounding 
them, confining them in irons, exposing their lives in an open Boat, and 
atrociously disposing of those of colour for Slaves, found an asylum in the 
Island of Guadaloupe, and a ready market for those unfortunate People; by 
which conduct many of the Inhabitants of that Island have incurred the 
penalty attached to piracy by all Nations, and which I thought it only neces- 
sary to be mentioned to your Excellency, to ensure your ready co-operation 
in seizing and delivering up the Pirates, releasing Tis Britannick Majesty’s 
Subjects, and the Africans, and bringing to punishment all those connected 
with tbe foul and Coie proceedings. 

That the African Slave-trade has been carried on openly, and to a great 
extent, in this Island, is well known to all; and His Britannick Majesty’s 
Coreen has heen duly informed there! It forms no part of my duty, 
however, to expostulate with your Excellency on this subject; the infraction 
of the French Laws, and the failure of His Most Christian Maj esty’s Stipu- 
lations in the Treaty of the 30th of May 1814, will, no doubt, be ‘promptly 
attended to by the British Government; but the effect of this infamous prac- 
tice, by the demoralization of the Inhabitants, 1s now obvious, by the ready 
protection to the Pirates, and the e participation in their nefarious practices, 
which in the present instance has taken place. 

I assure your E scellency that this is no common case; that it will not be 
looked on as such by the British Government, who will not relax in their 
exertions until all the Pirates, and those conneeted with them, are duly pu- 
nished ; and all His Britannick Majesty’s Subjects, as well as the Africans, 
set at liberty: this it isin your Excellency’s power immediately to effect; and 
by doing so you will save to those infor tenia ee People several Moine of 
misery ; for it must be recollected, part of the Crew of the “ Estafette,” with 
all her Papers s, are in the possession of the Ship which captured that Vessel, 
by virtue of the ‘Treaty between His Britannick Majesty and The King of 
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the Netherlands :—these, with the People now here, will substantiate the 
facts; the latter will prove the Pirates having been received at the little 
Island of Deseada; they will point out the Place where they landed the 
Africans, the Estates they have been since seen on ; where they were them- 
selves confined; and confirm every other particular, relative to this atrocious 
transaction. 

Ï have the honour, herewith, to transmit to your Excellency, the Depositions 
of the Men of Colour, who were sent to Dominica under the circumstances 
therein detailed. These, as well as the ‘“ Eden’s” Crew, are at the disposal 
of your Excellency as Witnesses, either to proceed against the Pirates, or 
those equally guilty with them, by the purchase of the Persons above-men- 


‘tioned. 


Your Excellency will perceive that part of the Crew of the Pirate Brig 
« Niersée” were left at Guadaloupe; and I have reason to believe, that, when 
the “‘ Grasshopper” was here, one of those Persons was at Basseterre. I have 
further to acquaint your Excellency, that I have received intelligence that 
«Iq Neirsée” or “ l’Estafette” has been at St. Eustatius, whither she pro- 
ceeded, after landing the People here; and that, under apprehension of her 
being seized by the Dutch Government, she had gone to St. Bartholomew’s, 
leaving part of her Crew, who are Natives of that Place, at that Island; these 
I have sent to reclaim, as well as the Vessel. 

I request your Excellency will be pleased to favour me with your Answer, 
as my remaining here depends entirely on that object. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 
His ExcellencyThe Baron des Rotours, 
&e. &c. Ce 





Third Enclosure (M.) in No. 102. 


+ Description of the Second Captain, 2 Officers and 7 Seamen belonging to the 


Brig “ Neirsée,” or ‘ Estatette.” 





NAMEs. QUALITY. AGE.| STATURE. | COMPLEXION, REMARKS. 


Has been 30 Years employed in Priva- 
Richard - - | 2d Captain- | 56}5 : 6 | Dark» - { teering, and in the Slave-trade. Speaks 
good English. 
A Dane by birth; speaks English ; has 
never before been in the Slave-trade ; 
formerly Captain of a French Ship, 
trading from Bourdeaux to the West 
Indies. 
A Frenchman, although called 3d Mate, 
{ yet is no Sailor; is marked with the 
small pox, and has a scar on the left 
cheek. Speaks English, 
Said to be a Dutch Creole of Curacoa. 
Speaks English and French, 


A Spaniard; had been taken in a Spa- 
nish Slavery, and afterwards volunteér- 


f Surgeon 
ISIGALd =. = and } 96\5 : 9 | Dark - 
| 34 Mate J : 


ing for the Service; was put on board 
the “ Neirsée,” as one of the Prize 
Crew ; when the Prisoners rose he 
joined them also. 
À Portuguese ; under similar ciream— 
stances as the preceding. 
Porth Lio bas on Dutch Creole ; speaks English and 
rench, 

6 | Dark- - |A French Creole ; speaks English. 
4 | Dark- - |A French Creole ; speaks English. 

Dak A French Creole ; blind of his left eye ; 
ark- - Sipe ats 
{ speaks English. 








Dark - 
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(Signed) CHARLES DEARE, Commander. 
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Third Enclosure (N.) in No. 102. 


Commander Deare to The Governor of St. Bartholomeuw's. 


RTE H. M. 8.“ Grasshopper,” 
(Extract.) St. Bartholomew's March 2, 1329. 


FROM the name of the Captain of the Dutch Brig, “ Zwee Gebroeders,” 
Iam induced to believe it probable that she may be the “ Netrsée,” or 
‘ Estafette,” and I have, therefore, to request you will inform me when she 
cleared out, and for what Place; also if any of the Crew, who arrived here in 
her, are still in this Port. In the event of their being so, I have Persons on 
board this Ship who can immediately identify them, on your Excellency’s 


causing them to be apprehended. 
(Signed) CHARLES DEARE. 
His Excellency The Governor of St. Bartholomew’s, 


rie &c. Se. 





Third Enclosure (O.) in No. 102. 


Statement concerning the Brig “ Twee Gebroeders.” 


HA. M.S. “ Grasshopper,” 
(Extract.) St. Bartholomew's, March 3, 1829. 


WHAT concerns the Brig “ Twee Gebroeders.” It arrived here on the 28th 
of January, furnished with Papers by the Government of the Dutch part of 
St. Martin’s, as belonging to an Inhabitant thereof, by the name of John 
Solomons Richardson, who sent a power to dispose of the said Vessel, which 
was consequently sold and nationalized in this Port; a Coloured Inhabitant, of 
the name of B. Bigard, having purchased it; he took out Swedish Papers, 
and the Vessel cleared out in ballast under the Swedish Flag, and the name 
€ L Amenaide,” on the 6th Ultimo for Havana; none of the Crew of the said 
Vessel are, to our knowledge, at present on this Island.” 

re" (Signed) JAMES HAASUM. 
, L. G. MOUSING. 
Commander Deare, H. M. S.* Grasshopper.” 





Third Enclosure (P.) in No. 102. 


Mem. respecting the Brig “Twee Gebroeders.” (Confidential.) This Infor=: 


mation is from good authority at St. Bartholomew's. 


THE Brig , arrived here on or about the 28th of January, under 
Dutch Colours, apparently armed in St. Martin’s: after being in Port a few 
days, application was made to an Individual by the Agents, (Messrs. Defoy 
and Bigard,) to take her out to Sea and destroy her, but as they could find noone 





to undertake it,application was made to the apparent Owner, at St. Martin's, - 


for a Power of Attorney to transfer the property, which being obtained, she 
was put under Swedish Colours here, one £a/eon appearing as the Owner, 
anda Caulker, whose name I do not know, being the Captain, both Coloured 
Men. She sailed from hence on or about the 5th or 6th of February, and it 
is said for the Havana. When the British Bark, “ Jane Lockhart,” arrived 
here, Captam Johnson, as well as Mr. Garraway, (the Owner of the Bark) 
informed the Harbour Master, that the was the 2dentical Vessel 
that had been taken by His Majesty’s Ship : - and re-taken by 
the Crew again, who had landed the British Prize-Master and Crew at 
Dominica. — bes + > - - \ 


Commander Deure, IT. M.S.“ Grasshopper.” — 
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ae Third Enclosure (Q.) in No. 102. 
Commander Deare to Vice Admiral Fleeming. 


H. M. 8. “ Grasshopper,” Port of Spain, 
Sir, Trinidad, March 12, 1829. 


IN pursuance of your orders, dated the 5th Instant, I left the Anchorage 
of the Town of Rouseau, Dominica, the next Morning at 1 o’Clock, and 
arrived at Puinte à Pitre, Guadaloupe, at 9 the same day ; I immediately went 
‘on Shore for the purpose of delivering the Letter you did me the honour to 
charge me with to his Excellency the Governor of that Island; I was, 
‘however, informed by the General commanding the Troops, that the Governor 
was not in Town, nor was it known when he would be: he, however, took 
charge of your Despatch, which I accordingly left with him. On returning to 
my Boat, I was informed by Mr. Davis, (late Prize Master of the  Veirsée,” 
whom I had brought with me, that a Schooner, which he pointed out close 
to the Wharf, was owned and commanded by the man, Janoel by name, who 
piloted that Vessel in to the anchorage at Deseada, and whose Son conveyed 
her afterwards from thence, to that part of the Coast of Guadaloupe on which 
her Cargo was landed. I immediately went alongside the Schooner to ascer- 
tain if Mr. Davis was right, which I was convinced he was, by their telling me, 
on asking the question, their Master’s name. On my asking for him, which 1 
did with the intention of prevailing either on him, or his Son, (whom [ thought 
it likely would be with him), to go to Sea with me as Pilot, I was informed he 
was on Shore: I made endeavours to find him but without success; [ then re- 
turned to the General, to whom I mentioned the circumstance, and requested 
he would send a Police Officer with me to find him, or at least to make some 
enquiries that might throw a light on the subject of the “ Verrsée ;” he 


_accordingly begged a French Naval Officer, the Commandant of the  7opaze” 


Schooner, to go with me, and gave me to understand that I might speak to the 
Man “Janoel.” in his presence. I accordingly proceeded on board the 
“ Topaze” with this Officer, who sent for * Janoel” to meet me there; he, 
however, was not to be found, and the Person who came from his Schooner 
(Le Frelon) said, that he had gone out into the Country, and that his Son was 
laying sick at Port la Mole; conciuding from what I heard that it was not 
likely I should see this Man, I thought my best chance of success in the object 
I had in view was to proceed, as directed by you, to the Island of Deseada, 
which I accordingly did, and arrived there at 10 o’Clock on Saturday Morn- 
ing, when I landed, and, in answer to my enquiries, was informed that there 
was not a Pilot in the Place, nor had they ever known a Vessel laden with 
Negroes to approach the Anchorage; this was of course an untruth, as Mr. 
Davis pointed out to me a Man (whose name I believe is Francois Myer), 
who came off to the “ Neirsée,’ while she was lying there. 1 also. made 
enquiries of these People respecting ‘‘ Jance!” and his Son, both of whom they 
appeared to know, and told me that the latter was on board with bis Father 6 
days before, but that it was likely be was taken ill since, and might have gone 
to Port la Mole: finding that I could obtain no farther intelligence that could 
be useful to me, I determined to run the Coast down with a Pilot and take the 
chance of Mr. Davis, or some of the Negroes, recognizing the spot on which 
the latter had been landed; I accordingly bore up for that purpose, and when 
running along the South Coast of Guadaloupe, and about 4 miles from the 
East end, I was informed by Mr. Davis, that a sandy beach we were abreast 
of, was the Place where the “Mcirsée ” had discharged her Cargo. Fimmedi- 
ately heve to with our head off Shore, and landed the Gig and Cutter with 
Mr. Davis and all the Negroes; after I had done this I proceeded with Lieu- 
tenant Mayne, (who was of great assistance to me, by his knowledge of the 
French language), and Thomas George, (the husband of the Woman Sarah) 
only,—thinking I stood a better chance of succeeding by so doing, than if 
they had all been with me. I bad met several Peopie on the Beach, who pro- 
fessed to be the Proprietors of small Estates close to ; and who invited me to: 
their houses, to which we went ; when I questioned them on the subject of 
29 
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the ** Nezrsée,” of which they pretended ignorance; but appeared, however, 
to be sensible of the cruelty of keeping the woman from her husband ; and 
were, or pretended to be, affected at the poor fellow’s evident anxiety and distress 
respecting her. In the course of conversation I gathered from them, that if 
a Cargo of Negroes had been landed, they were certainly marched off to a 
distant part of the Island, which Iam induced to think might bave been Port 
la Mole; I was informed afterwards by “Thomas George,” that he saw one of 
the Men I had been talking to purchase several Negroes, after they were 
landed from the ‘* Netrsée ;” he also pointed out a Man to me whom he had 
seen at the Place he was forced to work at, but I could not learn his name, or 
that of the Estate on which they were; but it was about half a mile from the 
Coast, and 3 miles to the Eastward of “ Bourg Francois,” which we after- 
wards visited, in company with the Commandant, who overtook us on our 
way there, having left his house, as I understood, for the purpose of finding out 
the object of my visit. “Thomas George,” the Negro, could not point out to 
me the exact Place he was working at, but, from his manners, I am fully con- 
vinced be was well acquainted with the Neighbourhood, and would have found 
out the spot, had we not been overtaken by the Commandant, who expressed 
very great surprize at our having landed on the Coast ; and on my explaining 
my business, informing him that I was merely obtaining information, which I 
intended to give to the Governor of the Isiand, respecting the outrage that 
had been commited, he denied all knowledge of the transaction, and gave me 
to understand (although in a polite and gentlemanly manner), that he expected 
I would discontinue my search; as I did not conceive myselfat liberty to con- 
tinue it in defiance of him,I acceded to his request, and embarked in the Boats, 
which I bad ordered to follow me round to the Town. While on the beach, 
before getting into the Boats, I was informed by Mr. Davis, that he had re- 
cognized one of the Owners of the “ Weirsée,” who left the beach im- 
mediately on perceiving him; I mentioned the circumstance to the Command- 
ant, who told me it was quite out of his power to interfere. On my return 
on board, I wrote an account of what I had done, to the Governor of Guadaloupe, 
and sent my Letter to the Commandant, who had offered to take charge of it. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES DEARE, 
Vice Admiral The Hon. Sir C. E. Fleeming, 
Soe, Oe: &e. 





Third Enclosure (R.) in No. 102. 


Vice Admiral Fleeming to Lord Stuart de ftothesay. 


SIR, IT. M.S.“ Barham,” off Martinique, March 5, 1829. 
} AVAIL myself of this opportunity of being off this Island, to send your 


Excelleney a Copy of a Correspondence which has taken place, respecting a 
Vessel detained by His Majesty’s Ship “ Eden,” on the Coast of Africa, 
carried off by a part of the Crew left in her, after firing at the People of the 
Eden,” whom they treated with great inhumanity, confining them in irons 
below during the Passage, and afterwards putting them, at the risk of their 
lives, into a very small Boat, in which they reached the Island of Dominica 
with difficulty. 

The Governor of Guadaloupe does not appear to be inclined. to separate this 
Case from those of Slave-vessels, which very frequently repair to that Island, 
where Establishments are formed along the Coast for facilitating the dis- 
embarkation of the unhappy People they contain ; and although the Negroes 
belonging to the ‘* Eden,” called Kroo-men, and the Artificers, have been sent 
back at different times in the same inhuman manner; yet the Free-woman, 


Sarah, (the wife of one of the latter), and all the Africaus, are sull detained, | 
having been publickly sold to the different Planters ; and it appears very clearly 


to have been the intention of those concerned in this nefarious transaction, 
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that these men should have followed the same fate ; they were obliged to work 
without pay, beaten, and ill treated when they refused, the Kroo-men being 
employed in grinding canes, and the others at their trades ; the last 3 who 
reached Dominica were put into a rotton Canoe so leaky as to require L man 
io be constantly bailing, and altogether in so bad a condition as to warrant 
the supposition that they never were intended to reach the Land. 

It appears that this Vessel was originally fitted out at Martinique, under 
French Colours; but subsequently procured Dutch Papers, which appears to 
have been the cause of her detention by Captain Owen, of the “ Eden ;” her 
name has been so frequently changed that if is difficult to trace whether she 
procured those Papers at St. Eustatius or not ; part of her Crew, however, were 
from that Island, and some Creole Spaniards shipped there. On their arrival at 
Deseada, they came in underthe Dutch Flag, and were allowed to proceed in 
the Evening toland the Negroes, although the Papers were all taken out of 
her by the “Eder.” Your Excellency will perceive that she bas since pro- 
ceeded to St. Bartholomew’s, when she hoisted Swedish Colours. I regret to 
say, that not any of the Crew have been arrested, and that the French Autho- 
rities in Guadaloupe bave done nothing whatever towards liberating the People; 
those who have returned, having been sent. back by the Planters in conse- 
quence of the appearance of the British Ships-of-War, off Guadaloupe, and 
the rumours which have been spread in consequence. As this disgraceful trans- 
action arises entirely cut of the horrid traffick in Negroes, so openly carried 
on in the Island of Guadaloupe, and not unfrequently in Martinique, I think 
it right to acquaint yous Lordship, that since I have commanded the British 
Naval Force in this Country, 1 have not heard of 1 single Slave-vessel being 
captured or detained by any French Authority; and that, although it is well 
known that all these Vessels touch at Deseada, or Marie Galante, for orders, 
and there are no less than 5 armed Vessels stationed at Guadaloupe, not one of 
them has ever been employed in giving force to the French Laws, when, by 
stationing one at each of the above-mentioned Islands, an end would be 
put to these expeditions. 

Your. Excellency is no doubt acquainted with the circumstances of a noted 
Pirate, Almeida, having, during the course of last Year, seized, upon the Coast 
of Brazil, 250 or 200 Brazilian People of Colour, some Slaves, some Free, which 
he found a ready market for atGuadaloupe; this Miscreant has now fallen into 
the hands of the Spanish Authorities at San Juan de Puerto Rico, and I shall 
not fail to transmit any infermation respecting this foul transaction, which I 
may be able to obtain. _I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 
His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G.C.B. 
&e. &e. &e. 
fo le el on 
No. 163. 


Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received July 22. 


My Lorp, Paris, June 19, 1829. 
THE Correspondence accompanying your Lordship’s Letter, dated May 
the 18th, respecting the detention of the Slaves and Free Blacks on board the 
Prize-vessel,  £stafette,” or “ Neirsée,” had been forwarded to the French 
Minister, with the Note of which I enclose a Copy, when I received a further 
Letter, on the same subject, from Admiral Fleeming ; which has induced me 
to address a second Note to his Excellency, upon the same subject, accom- 
panied by a List of Vessels, which, according to the French Papers, have 
violated His Most Christian Majesty’s Regulations for the suppression of the 
Slave-trade ; of which Copies are likewise forwarded. 
[ have merely received the Answer I enclose, from Monsieur de Portalis, 
referring to his former Communications on this subject. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. Se. es 
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First Enclosure in No. 103. | 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Count Portals. 


Sir, . Paris, May 28, 1829. 
WITH reference to the Communication I had the honour to address to 
your Excellency, on the 7th of April, the further information received from 
the Servants of His Majesty’s Government in the West Indies, which I 
enclose, offers proofs of little desire on the part of the Local Authorities in 
the French Colonies, to carry into effect His Most Christian Majesty’s 
Regulations for the abolition of the Slave-trade; and I have received the 
orders of my Court to add these details to the. vast body of evidence, 
respecting the continuance of this trafiick, which has been already placed 
before the Government of His Most Christian Majesty. ta" 9 bh Fae 
The necessity of adopting measures which may stimulate the zeal of the 
Authorities, who are charged with the execution of His Most Christian 
Majesty’s Orders on this subject, having hitherto been urged in vain, I shall 
regret if these new details, of which the veracity ean scarcely be matter of 
doubt, do not lead to measures of severity, conformable to your Exceliency’s 
assurances,—that it is the sincere desire of the Court of France to root out this 
traffick. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) _ STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
His Excellency The Count Portalis, ? 
Oc; Sc. &e. 


Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 103. 


Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Count Portalis. 


SIR, dab | À © Paris, June 6, 1829. 
__'THE facts stated in the accompanying Letter from the Officer commanding 
His Britannick Majesty’s Ships in the West Indies, having been confirmed 


by the accompanying Report in the publick Journals; I feel it my duty. to 


request your Exccllency’s attention to the encrease of the Slave-trade in His 
Most Christian Majesty’s Colonies, and again to express my hope, that no time 
will be lost in sending orders which may induce-the Local Authorities to 
adopt measures calculated to check the progress of this evil. eas, 
. MITA CC RS | 

; (Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
{Lis Excellency The Count Portalis. 

&e. Se. Se. 


Ass Second Enclosure (B,) in Nono sayy 4] 

h : Vice Admiral Fleeming to. Lord Stuart de Rothesay, 

* waviy, LORD, re ÿ É | M. S.< Barham,” at Sea, March 29, 1829. 
. I HAD the honour of addressing your Lordship, on the 5th Instant, re- 


specting the Slave-vessel “ Meirsée,” or. “ Estafette,” run-away with by the 
Crew, and carried into Guadaloupe. : ?. | Fa et ak À 


4 


Finding that the Governor of that Island bad not answered my Letters, and. 
supposing that he had returned to Pointe à Pitre, I directed His Majesty’s 
Sloop. ‘ Grasshopper” to that Port, giving Ler Commander, Deare; orders, 
that if he did not find the Governor inclined to restore the Africans, to pro- 
ceed to Deseada, to procure a.Pilot,.and, if possible, to learn the name of the 
Person who piloted the “ Meirsée,” and at what part of the Coast the People 
were landed. Captain Deare reports, that the Man’s name was “ Janocl,” and 
being unable to procure a Pilot, he proggeded to Bourg Francois. 
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I transmit to your Lordship an Extract from his Report, by which you will 
be enabled to see the bad faith of the Governor of Guadaloupe, who might 
with great ease have discovered where these People were. I had desired Cap- 
tain Deare to purchase the Free-woman, Sarah, and he would no doubt have 
found out where she was, had he been permitted to have continued his search. 

I have acquainted the Governor with these circumstances, who could not 
have been ignorant of the removal of these Negroes, from one side of the 
Island to the other; indeed there is not the slightest doubt that the whole 
may be very easily recovered, whenever the Governor thinks proper to give 
directions for that purpose. | 

Several Vessels are now fitting out at St. Pierre’s, Martinique, for Slaves 
trom the Coast of Africa; about 5,000 of them were introduced into the 
Island in the course of last Year, and as they are generally sold to the Planters 
at acredit of 6 or 9 Months, it is impossible the French Authorities can be 
ignorant of these transactions, which have been so long carried on to such a 
length, that the old Settlers are beginning to complain of the depreciation of 
the value of their Slaves, and the fall in the price of sugar, in consequence of 


the increased quantity made. _ (Signed) C. E. FLEEMING. 
His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G.C. B. 
&c. &e. &e. 


Second Enclosure (C.) in No. 103. 


Article in the “ Courrier Français” of June 4, 1829, respecting the Slave- 
trade carried on at the Island of Martinique. 


UNE Lettre de la Martinique, du 9 Février, nous fait connâitre que 7 
Nègriers ont débarqué leurs Cargaisons de Noirs dans la Colonie: le 1 
le 4 Novembre 1828, Paroisse des Français, contenait 385 Nègres, qui ont 
été vendus publiquement sur lHabitation Hardy; le 2% le 12 Novem- 
bre, de 500 Nèeres, dans la Paroisse de la Trinité, sur l'Habitation Beauséjour; 
le 3e. le 25 Novembre, de 212 Nègres, Paroisse des Français, sur l'Habitation 
Blamprès (le Brick s’appelle “ Entrepreneur”) ; le am le 4 Décembre, ayant 
130 Nègres, même Paroisse, sur |’Habitation Hardy ; le 5° de 200 Nègres, le 
AO Décembre, sur l’'Habitation Moulin à Vent, Paroisse des Français ; le 6™ 
le 13 Décembre, sur l'Habitation La Pointe, de 180 Nègres; et le 7me. le 5 
Janvier 1829, Paroisse des Francais, sur l'Habitation Hardy, par la Goëlette 
“ La Folie,’ de 114 Nègres. 

Il parait que ces Nègriers ont pour point de départ l'Île de St. Thomas, 
et qu'ils appartiennent à la Colonie. 25 à 30 des malheureux Nègres étaient 
malades et sont mort à l’arrivée. 





(Translation) 


A LETTER from Martinique, dated the 9th of February, informs us, that 
7 Slave-vessels have landed their Cargoes of Blacks in the Colony; the Ist, 
on the 4th of November 1828, in the Parish ‘ des Francais,” contained 385 
Negroes, who were publickly sold upon the Plantation Hardy; the 2d, on 
the 12th of November, of 500 Negroes, in the Parish of Trinité, on the Plan- 
tation Beauséjour; the 3d, on the 25th of November, of 212 Negroes, in 
the Parish ‘ des Franeais,” on the Plantation Blamprés (the Brig is called 


TL Entrepreneur); the 4th, on the 4th of December, having 130 Negroes, same 


Parish, on the Plantation Hardy; the 5th, of 200 Negroes, on the 10th of 
December, on the Plantation Moulin à Vent, Parish ‘ des Français”; the 
6th, the 13th of December, on the Plantation “ La Pointe,” of 180 Negroes ; 
and the 7th, the 5th of January 1829, Parish “ des Français,” on the Plan- 
tation Hardy, by the Schooner “ La Folie,” of. 114 Negroes. | 

Lt appears that the Blacks are intended for the Island of St. Thomas, and 
that they belong to the Colony. From 25 to 30 of these unfortunate Negroes 
were so ill that they died on their arrival. 
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Third Enclosure in No. 103. 
The Count Portalis to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


Monsieur L’AMBASSADEUR, Paris, le 10 Juin, 1829. 


JAIL recu avec les Lettres que votre Excellence m'a fait l'honneur de m’a- 
dresser, le 28 Mai et 6 Juin, les Pièces qui font suite à celles qu'elle m’avoit 
déjà transmises, le 7 Avril, rélativement à l'affaire du Navire “ /’Æstafeite,” 
repris par son Equipage et conduit à la Guadeloupe avec un chargement es 
Noirs. | 

Je ne puis quant à présent que m'en référer à la réponse que j'ai faite à votre 
Excellence, le 9 Mai. J’adresse, au surplus, au Ministre de la Marine les nou- 
veaux Documens qu’elle m’a communiqués, avec invitation de se faire rendre 
compte des circonstances qui y sont rapportées et de prendre les mesures 
qu’elles peuvent exiger. 

Agreez, Monsieur, &c. 
Monsieur L'Ambassadeur d'Angleterre, (Signé) CTE. PORTALIS, 
a, &e. Ke. 








(Translation.) 


SIR, | Paris, June 10, 1829. 


WITH the Letters which your Excellency did me the honour to 
address to me, on the 28th May, and the 6th June, I have received the Do- 
cuments that form the sequel to those which you had already transmitted to 
me, on the 7th of April, relative to the occurrence of ‘the re-capture of the 
Vessel  Z'Æstafette)” by her Crew, who took her to Guadaloupe, with a 
Cargo of Negroes. 

For the present I can only refer to the Answer, which I sent your Excellency 
on the gth May. 

1 shall forward to the Minister of Marine, the fresh Documents 
which you have communicated te me, with a request that he will require in- 
formation respecting the circumstances therein related, and take such measures 
as they may render necessary. 








Accept, &c. 
(Signed) CT. PORTALIS. 
The English Ambassador, 
&e. Se: Se! 
No, 104, 


Lhe Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


My Lorp, ] dd Foreign Office, September 14, 1829. 


WITH reference to my former Despatches, on the subject of the Slave- 
trade, carried on under the Flag of France, on the Coast of Africa, I here- 


. with transmit to your Excellency, for communication to the Government of 


His Most Christian Majesty, the accompanying Copy of a Paper, transmitted 
by Commodore Collier to the Secretary to the Admiralty, containing a Return 
of French Slave-vessels spoken with by His Majestv’s Ships cruizing on the 
Coast of Africa, between the 17th of November, 1828, and the 26th of May 
last. Pan, Sc. x | 
| (Signed) ABERDEEN. 
His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G. C. B. | é 
oc. &e. &c. | 
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No. 105.. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received October 8.) 


My Lorp Paris, October 5, 1829. 
? 3 9 


IN obedience to the directions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch, 
dated September 14, I have transmitted to Prince Polignac the List of 
French Vessels engaged in the Slave-trade, which havé been seen by His 
Majesty’s Ships-ot-War, with the Note I enclose ; I shortly after received the 
acknowledgment, which I have the honour to forward. 


I have the honour tobe, &c. 

one pt (Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
Se. Gs Cs | 





_ First Enclosurein No. 105. 
Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Prince de Polignac. - 


Sir, Paris, September 22, 1829. 

I HAVE received the orders of my Government to carry to your Excel- 
lency’s knowledge the accompanying Return of Vessels, carrying on the Slave- 
trade, under the French Flag, which have been spoken with by His Britan- 
nick Majesty’s Cruizers, on the Coast of Africa, between the 17th of Novem- 
ber, 1828, and the 26th of May last. 

I flatter myself that the communication of this Return may afford His Most 
Christian Majesty s Government facilities for carrying into eflect the Regula- 
tions for the suppression of the Slave-trade. 

I avail myself, &c. 


(Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
His Excellency The Prince de Polignac, 
&e. &e. &c. 





Second Enclosure in No. 105. 
The Prince de Polignac to Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


Monsieur L’AMBASSADEUR, Paris, le 30 Septembre, 1829. 


J'AI reçu, avec la Lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait ’honneur de 
m'écrire le 22 de ce Mois, une Liste de Bâtimens, sous Pavillon Francais, 
signalés comme faisant la traite des Noirs sur la Côte d'Afrique. 

Je prie votre Excellence de recevoir mes remercimens de cette Communi- 
cation, dont le Gouvernement du Rot s’empressera de faire usage. 

J’ai Phonneur, &e. 


(Signé) == LE PRINCE DE POLIGNAC. 
Son Eacellence Lord Stuart dé Rothesay, ee | 
&e. Ye. &e. 


(Translaticn.) 


Sir, Paris, Sepiember 30, 1829. 
I HAVE received, with the Letter which your Excellency did me the 
honour to write to me, on the 22d of this Month, a List of Vessels, under the © 
French Flag, designated as carrying on the Slave-trade on the Coast of 
Africa. | | 
I beg your Excellency to receive my thanks for this Communication, of 
which The King’s Government will hasten to make use. 
| _ [ have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) PRINCE DE POLIGNAC, 
Ihs Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay. FA 
&e. Ke. xc 
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| | | No. 106. 

Lord Stuart de Rothesay to The Earl of Aberdeen —(Received October 8.) 


My Lorp, ? ak OF Paris, October 5, 1829. 


| dt | HAVE the honour to enclose the Extract of a Journal, reporting proceed- 
ings against a Case of Slave-trade, on which an Appeal appears to have been 
brought forward in Senegal. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) STUART DE ROTHESAY. 
“The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T° 
| | &e. &e. oc 


i ÿ iy 





Enclosure in No. 106. 


Article in “La Gazette des Tribunaux,” respecting the Slave-vessel : 
: ‘ La Rose.” 


Senegal. Cour d'Appel de lIle Saint-Louis. Audience du 1* Juin. 


Jugement des Capitaine, Oficiers et Matelots, l'Equipage du Navire 
at Négrier “ La Rose.” 


UN Navire armé à Saint Pierre de la Martinique, le 7 Août, 1828, pour se 
livrer à Vinfame trafic des Noirs, ayant été capturé, et un premier jugement 
en ayant prononcé la confiscation, la cause a été portée devant les juges d'appel 
de la Colonie du Sénégal. 

Le Capitaine en Premier était contumace ainsi que 3 Hommes de Couleur 
faisant partie de Equipage; le Capitaine en Second et les autres Matelots 
étaient présens. | a 

“Ils ont été condamnés par application de a Loi du 25 Avril, 1827, savoir: 

Joseph Terrasse, né a la Guadeloupe, le 11 Avril, 1795,sans résidence connue, 
Armateur et Capitaine du Navire “ La Lose,” contumace, à 10 Ans de : 
bannissement ;. : PARU haere) ; fa 

Alexandre-Jean-Alexis Bardou, Second Capitaine, Accusé présent, à 5 Ans 
de bannissement ; ath St ST Gyre 

Et tous deux conjointement et solidairement à une” amende de 12,430fr., et 
en outre déclarés incapables de servir à aucun titre, tant sur les Vaisseaux du 
Roi que sur ceux du Commerce Français. 3 

De plus, le Navire est confisqué. | 

| Ont été aussi condamnés par application de la même Loi les ci-après nommés 
composant l’Equipage, savoir : Jolot, Pierre, Florival, tous 3 Hommes de 
Couleur et contumaces, à 5 Années d'emprisonnement ; 

Et les autres, présens, nommés Alexandre, Flerent, Dufresne, Nelson, Séra- 
phin et Deffon, tous Hommes de Couleur, ainsi que les nommés Romero, 
Espagnol, Maitre Charpentier ; Civier, né à Cumana; Louis Boutineau ct 
Glé, tous deux Français, chacun en 6 Mois d'emprisonnement, et tous 
solidairement aux dépens. 
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(Translation.) 


Senegal. Court of Appeal of the Island of St. Louis. Audience of 
the Ist June. | " 


Sentence against the Captains, Officers, and Sailors, composing the Crew 
of the Slave-ship, “ La Rose.” 


A SHIP, armed at St. Pierre de la Martinique, on the 7th August, 
1828, to carry on the infamous Slave-trade, having been captured, and a first 
Sentence having decreed confiscation, the Cause was taken before the Judges 
of Appeal of the Colony of Senegal. 

The First Captain did not appear, nor 3 Men of Colour, making a part of 
the Crew: the Second Captain and the other Sailors were present. 

They were condemned, by application of the Law. of the 25th April, 


- 1827 ; to wit: 


Joseph Terrasse, born at Guadaloupe, the 11th April, 1795, without 
known residence, Owner and Captain of the Ship “ La Rose,” absent, to 
10 Years of banishment. 

Alexander Jean Alexis Bardou, Second Captain, accused, present, to 5 
Years of banishment; 

And both, jointly and individually, to a fine of 12,430 francs, and declared 
incapable of serving in any capacity, as well on board of King’s Ships, as on 
board French Merchantmen. 

Moreover, the Ship was confiscated. 

Also, by application of the same Law, the hereinafter named Persons, com- 
posing the Crew, were condemned, viz:—Jolot, Pierre, Florival, 3 Men of 
Colour, and absent, to 5 Years’ imprisonment. | 

And the others, present, namely ; Alexander, Flerent, Dufresne, Nelson, 
Séraphin, and Deflon, all Men of Colour, as well as the Persons named 
Romero, a Spaniard, Master-Carpenter; Civier, born at Cumana; and 
Louis Boutineau, and Glé, both Frenchmen, each to 6 Months’ imprison- 
ment, and all individually to the expences. 2 | 








No. 107. 
The Earl of Aberdeen 10 Lord Stuart de Rothesay. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, October 9, 1829. 
WITH reference to my Despatch to your Excellency, of the 3d of April 
last, in which I stated, that enquiries would be instituted without delay, by 
the proper Department of His Majesty’s Government, with the view of ob- 
taining the fullest explanation upon the questionable circumstances attending 
the detention of the Vessel, called “ MNezrsée,” or “ Estafette,” which, so 
far as information had then reached the British Government, was suspected to 
be French ; I now transmit to you, for communication to the Government 
of His Most Christian Majesty, the accompanying Copy of a Letter from the 


Secretary tothe Admiralty, dated the 3d Ultimo, and of the Letter which 
it encloses, from Captain Owen, Commander of the Ship which detained the — 


“ Neirsée,” alias ‘* Estafette,” who states, that the Vessel in question was 
never even suspected to be French, and that she was known to be Dutch. 
Captain Owen further states, that he will enter fully into the details of this 
Case, so soon as circumstances permit... aie / 

Your Excellency may assure the French Minister, that so soon as 
further particulars are known to His Majesty’s Government, they shall be 
communicated to his Excellency without reserve. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ABERDEEN, 
His Excellency Lord Stuart de Rothesay, G. C. B. 
Se. &c. ac 
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Enclosure in No. 107. 
John Barrow Esq. to John Backhouse, Esq. 


Sir, | Admiralty Office, September 3, 1829. 


WITH reference to your Letter of the 3d of April last, respecting the de- 
tention of a Slave-vessel, alleged to be French, named the “ Meirsée,” or 
& Estafette,” by His Majesty's Ship “ Eden ;” I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you, for the information of 
the Earl of Aberdeen, a Copy of a Letter from Captain Owen, of the “ Eden,” 
upon that subject. Iam, &c. 


John Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) JNO. BARROW. 
Goumeges =! Sc: 





Sub-Enclosure in No. 107. 
Captain Owen to The Right Hon. J. WV. Croker. 


Sir, | H. M. S.“ Eden,”- Clarence Cove, June 21, 1829. 
I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, of the 7th of April last, 


relative to the “ Estafette” or “ Netrsée,” said to be French. I cannot allow 
the “ Lord Suffield” to sail for England without seizing a moment from in- 
cessant occupation, in delivering up this Establishment, and in repairing, as 
far as I can, the evils done by the Sierra Leone fevers, to inform you that the 
 Estafette” was nevereven suspected to be French,—that she was known tobe 
Datch—that herCaptain was known by the name of Ferrand—had some pro- 
perty at Martinique, but he stood on his false Articles by the name of Casta- 
guet. He declared her to be a Netherland Vessel, and, even after it was sus- 
pected that she might have been seized by her Crew, he offered his testimony 
to the same effect to the Court of Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, where 
it was refused, as the Vessel itself did not appear. He had before Capture, 
with others at Old Calabar, sent to tempt me by the offer of a sum of money 
to let him pass. She had Dutch Colours, aud but wore a French Flag to 
deter my Boats from seizing her. 

Captain Badgley, who boarded her, is, I grieve to say, dead, so that I can- 
not at this moment enter further into the case; but the moment I shall be 
able to enter on the explanation of this, and other points referred to you from 
the Foreign Office, I promise myself the honour of entering on their full 
detail. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right. Hon. J. W. Croker, (Signed) W. F. W. OWEN. 
&e. Ke, &e. 
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DENMARK. 


No. 108. 


Peter Browne, Esq. to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received June 29.) 


My Lorp, Copenhagen, June 23, 1829. 


I HAD the honour of receiving, by a private hand, from Hambourg, a 
few days ago, your Lordship’s Despatch of the 19th of May last, enclosing 
a Copy of Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, and which, 
by His Majesty’s Command, were presented to both Houses of Parliament. 

With respect to this Country, and in reference to the traftick in Slaves, IL 
can, without hesitation, assure your Lordship, that both the Government | 
and Nation held that barbarous species of commerce in abhorrence, and that 
there has been no instance (since the resolution was taken to put an end to it) 
of the Danish Flag having covered those illicit practices which have since 
disgraced other Nations. ; ANT 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) PETER BROWNE. 
the Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 


&e. ce. 




















SWEDEN. 





No. 109. 


Lord Bloomfield to The Earl of Aberdeen.—( Received June 29.) 


My Lorp, Stockholm, June 12, 1829. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
atch, of the 19th of May, enclosing Papers, marked A. and B., relative to 
the Slave-trade, which have been presented, by His Majesty’s Command, to 


both Houses of Parliament. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 


The Right Hon. The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
&e. &e. &e 


ee ee —_—— 
Printed by R. G. Clarke, Gazette Office, CannonRow, Westminster. 
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